Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



J^ 



53-,' ^. n 



PROCEEDINGS 



or 



AN INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION, 



mSTITVTSD BY 



MAJOR GENERAL CODD, 

HIS MAJESTY'S SUPERnTTEKDEKT AKD G0MMA17DER>IK-CHIEr 

AT BELIZE, HONDURAS, 

RELATIVE TO POYAIS, 

&c. &c. ftc. 



LONDON: 

PUBLISHED BY LAWLER AND QUICK, 

9, OLD BROAD STREET : 

BY asarm or THfe magistrates of hokottras. 

1824. ' 



<^^ S(t%a,*v^ ^r-^Mi^, <» io o-o 



4APR1dSI 



. . 1 



FiBDied hj J. F.Dav«» Su Joli»'t fikiuMer 



POYAIS. 



■ ■■ f ' ■ >i i piii ^ > . . 



PROCEEDINGS 



Of an Inquiry and Investigation institoted by 
MAJOR GENERAL CODD, 

His Majesty's Superintendent and Commander 
in Chief of all Hie Majesty's Subjects at Belize, 
in the 

BAY OF HONDURAS; 

laying open the trae situation of the imaginary 
state of Poyais, and shewing the sufferings of the 
unfortunate Emigrants to the Mosquito Shore; 
and containing a variety of Documents relative to 

SIR GREGOR MCGREGOR; 

and also a Refutation of a libellous and scan- 
dalous Pamphlet, entitled ^' The Belize Mer- 
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chants Unmasked, by Geo. A. Low," one of 
M^Gr^or^s agents: 

TAKEN 

in consequence of a Memorial signed by Wm. John 
Richardson, and five others, styling themselves 
persons interested in forming an establishment 
for commercial purposes, on a territory they term 
Poyais, and as presented to Earl Bathurst, 
His Majesty's principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies ;: containing the most false, calumnious, 
and slanderous matter, injurious to the credit and 
character of, 

HIS MAJESTY'S 
SETTI^EMENT: AT HONDURAS. 
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POYAIS. 



Honduras, To Wit. 

' ' ■ • ■ , ' 

Thursday, June lOth, 1834, :\ 
Court House, Belize, Hondmndk 

Major General Codd, his Majesty's Supef; 
ititendeat, having on the 26tb ultimo' written the 
Ibfi^istrates, enclosing them copy of a memorial 
from seven persons, said to be; concerned in 
Poyaisian affairs, and addressed to the Right 
Honourable Earl Bathurst, hi^ Majesty's Secre- 
tary of State, containing most injurious charges 
against the magistrates of the last year, and the 
inhabitants of this settlement; as also a letter from 
Colonel 6. A. Low, speaking of opposition he 
met with in August and September, last year, 
while in this settlement ; and also informing them 
he would attend at the court house the next day, 
where, with the two new magistrates elected for 
this year, he would investigate into the same; 
and the magistrates having replied and requested 
that such investigation might be postponed to 
the 7th instant, in consequence of the absence of 
some of the magistrates for the last year, and 
which - being acceded to, it was farther post^ 
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poned until this day, the magistrates not having 
arrived on the 7th. 

Major General Codd, his Majesty's Super- 
intendent/ took his seat with William Hall and 
George Gibson, Esquires, two new members of 
magisterial body, elected for the year 1824. 
The magistrates for the year J 823, namely. Mar- 
shal Bennett, John W.Wright, Thomas Pickstock, 
William Gentle, Charles Craig, David Betson, 
and John S. August, Esquires, having also at- 
tettddd, his Majesty's Superintendent desired the 
keeper of the public records to read his letter to 
the magistrates under date the 26th May last^ 
'With the two enclosures, viz. a memorial to Earl 
Bathurst, and a letter from George A. Low, dated 
the 84th May> to him, as also the magistrates' 
reply to his letter, which was done. 

They were then directed to be inserted in the 
minutes as follovirs : 

Government Houses Belize^ HondwfiSy 

May 26, 1824. 

GfiMT<.£MEN, 

I have the honour to enclose you a copy 
of a memorial which has been presented to his 
Majesty's Secretary of State, from persons con- 
cerned iq the Poyais affairs^ and which has been 
transmitted to me. As the paper contains charges 
against the o^agistrates of the settlement foi* the 
last year, oi a most serious nature, I feel it incum- 



bent on me to take the most protirpt m^i^uresr, 
ttot tbe jttdieial authorities, anvd all others wham 
it srfiectsr maj have the opptortuoity of vindicating 
th^mtdl^^es : and ad I c^onsidet, ffotu the respect- 
able persons alluded to, that the utmost pnbKcify 
should be giveny aad I shodld be perfectly satis- 
fied on the point) I shall be present at the court 
I}0U8e on Hiursday next, the 27(h instant, where 
I request that the two new memberiS elected for 
tbi» year, William HaH ani} George Gibson, £sqr&, 
will attend, and who will, with myself, hear such 
stfateinent on oath as the parties concerned may 
have tb offer^ 

I also enolofSfe ydH a letter llVom George A. Low 
to myself^ cf AMe 24th instant, wherein he speaks 
of some oppoidition he met mth upon a former oc- 
casion. This, also, the judicial authorities will, if 
sbeh was tbe ca«e, have an opportunity to explain. 
I have^ the honour (o be, 
Gentlemen, 
^ Your most obedieni humble Servant, 

Edward Codd, 
Major Generaly Superintendent^ 
and Commandant. 
The MlagiiitiiteSf ^c. ^c. 

We the undersigned merchants, and I, Williamf 
John Kiehardson, acting for the general befaa(f of 
the other British subjects interested in forming a 
settfetUent for commercial purposes in the ter- 
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ritory of Poyaifi^ on the Mosquito Shora^ a»d fiilso 
acting for the Cazique of Poyais^respectfolfy beg 
leave to represent to your Lordship, as his Mar 
jesty's principal Secretary of State for War and 
the Colonies, 

That yre have, at various periods^ sent out to 
Black River, in that territory, provisions, Btores^ 
and articles of merchandize, to the ^ value of 
30,000/. or thereabouts ; « 

That at various periods, and on various illegAl 
pretences, our property has been sei:^,.qarfi«A 
off fro9i the said territoiy, and surr^piitioii^ly 
sold,, Qoncealed, or otherwise disposed o^ by ceiH 
tain merchants resident in, and who, asimagia'* 
trates or justices of the peace, possess the yvi^le 
civil power and authority in, his M^j/enty^^ seUlptr 
mentat Belize, in Yucatan; . i 

That these persons have not oijy thus aoteti^^ 
but, supported as we have good reason to believe 
by His Majesty's Superintendent at Belize, havet 
refused to restore our property, or tp giv^ any- 
account whatever of the provisions, stores, and 
merchandize so carried off and sold, or concealed, 
although called upon to do so, as appears by the 
protest of George Augustus Low^ Esq., acting m, 
our agent, dated at Belize, in Yucatan, on the 5th 
of September last, and sworn to before one qf his 
Majesty's justices of the peace for that place >o^\ 
the tenth day of the same month ; which protes^^ 
is sent herewith for your Lordship's informatioii^/ 
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That not only in our property have we been 
thus treated, but the whole of the persona, whom 
we had at a very great expense sent out as labour- 
ers and servants, have, by force and persuasion 
been al$o carried off; Marshal Bennett, the prin- 
cipal magistrate and merchant at Belize, acting 
p&rsomJly on that occasion in one of his own 
vessels, called the Mexican Eagle ; and chiefly, if 
not entirely, in consequence of the bad treatment 
these poor people experienced in the above- 
tfamed vessel, as also of the unhealtbiness of the 
crowded hospitals at Belize, and the bad usagd 
they there experienced, the greater part of them, 
fell victims to disease; 

That by our present application to your Lord- 
ship,^ we hope to call your Lordship's attention to 
these most unjust and unwarrantable proceedings 
of the magistrates and others in power at Belize,.^ 
and we now also most respectfully solicit your 
Lordship's assistance in the protection of our pro- 
perty from the machinations of base and unprin- 
cipled men. 

We disclaim any intention of infringing the 
rights of others; and we are perfectly ready to 
meet any fair claims which they may hereafter- 
attempt to bring against us ; but, when your Lord- 
ship is pleased to consider that at Belize there is, 
no regular court of justice whatever, and that the 
whole civil power is in the hands of the persons 
who have injured us ; we venture to hope your 

B 
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'tordshrp /wffl aot fleem it presumptuous, if we 
solicit y6ar lidrdShip's instructions to his Majes-^ 
fy's Superintendent at Belize, commanding him 
to give to our attorneys, Usher, Fricker, & Usher, 
As well as our agent, George Augil^tus Low, who 
immediately proceeds to Belize, every aid and 
assistance in the recovery of our said property; 
toore especially the cargo of the ship AlbioA, 
valued at upwards of £10,000, which we hav^ 
jddt learned is recently gone into the hands of the 
parties of whom we complain. 

Failing in our present application to your Lord- 
ship, our only alternative, under existing dfcnm- 
stances, will be to bring our case forward for flie 
immediate consideration of Parliament; but we 
feel confident, your Lordship will render this mea- 
Surfe unneciBSsary at present, by that attention to 
our moderate and reasonable request, which its 
urgency immediately requires, 

We have the honour to be, 
(Signed) William John Righard^o^, 

James William Sowerby, 
G. Nicholson, 
P. Johnson, 
James Thick, 
George Alexander. 

Oak Hally Wanstead. 
The Earl Baihurst, K. G. 
Sfc. ifc. ^e. 
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schooner Mmy^ Belize JRoads^ 
May 24, 1824. 

Slg, 

I have the honour to report my arrival 
at Belize, for the same purpose and views whieh 
occasioned my visit in the months Qf. August and 
S^^ptepiber of last year, namely, the recovery of 
tl(e property or proceeds thereof, whidi bad boea 
seiit out from Great Britain in different vessela^ 
iof the purpose of colonization at Poyais^ on the 
Mosquito Shore^ and which, from some luisaae^ 
tioned cause, had been removed to this settleppent ; 
as also the cai^o of ^ vessel named the AUvbt^ 
which arrived here subsequent tp my departing 
far Bnglam). 

In cppsequence of the opposition i met ivitb 4)ii 
the former occasion, in my lawful ^nd^Voi](r U> 
trace the various causes of such removal^ a? well 
as the manner in which the proceeds of the various 
sales made at this settlement had been apprppri- 
^ted» I sh^ll hope in the present instance for your 
protection. 

I beg leave to hand with this a letter received 
from the £ajrl Bathurst's office, with the delivery 
of which I was charged. 

I have th/e hopour to be. Sir, 

With great respect, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 

Georji^jb Ai)g. Low. 
Major General Caddy ^c. ^f. §fc. 

Belize. 
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Cowrt House, Belize, Honduras, 
Sir, , May 26, 1824. 

We have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of this date, with its 
enclosures, and are no less astonished at the unjust 
^nd untrue charges contained in the memorial, 
'and Mr. Low's letter, than we are at the fnantier 
^tt which they have been offered. We feel par- 
^icnlatly obliged for your kind communicatioii, 
^lid^ ifeel most grateful to yon for adopting a course 
%liieh will enable us to vindicate on rselveB, and 
^btivinc^ his Majesty's Ministers of the wanifefit 
^usfice donetts ; but. Sir, as it deeply aflfectstb^ 
^irour of the whole of the magisterial body of the 
Isist year, we feel desirous that every member ^ 
^bait bench should be present; we therefore solicit 
that yoti will be pleased to postpone the invest!^ 
^aiioti until the 7th June uext, and that you will 
^Iso tause the attendance of the other ftmr magis- 
trates, William Gentle, J. S. August, Charles 
'C^raig, and David Betson^ Esquires, to be given 
on that day. • 

^ IVe have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servai^, 

Marsh. Bennett, 
John W. Weight, 
> Thomas Pickstock, 

Magistrates of Belize. 
To Edward Vodd, Esq. 
' Major^Oeneraiy 

H M. Superintendent Commandant, S^c. S^c. ^c. 
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. Hifik Majesty's Supermteodept then addressed 
the magistrates. 

Gentlemen, 

From the nature of the documents which 
you have heard read, which teem with matter, and 
contain charges, not only against the judicial 
authorities, but against the settlement ,at largej, 
yen cannot but admit, it becomes my bounden 
dutsy^ placed as I have the honour to be by his 
llfcyesty to preside over the afikirs of this settle* 
jmdnt, to discover how far, and on inrhat ,gronadifli» 
ctftese assertions and accusations are founded; s|o^ 
Imw for the inhabitants of this settlement can be 
^wtified with these transactions: and which m- 
iCuisationB appear to me, that ftom prudeac% if 
not [NPincipIe, ought to have been withheld. 
! And, as it equally becomes my duty to <:iaii9e 
4vte justice to be administered, and that the hands 
m wh(Hn your constitution has placed the admi- 
fBistration of it^ should be clean and unpolluted; 
with these sentiments, and looking upon you to 
be persons in whom I shoidd place confidence in 
all matters connected with the colony^ whose in- 
terests I have most sinc^ely at heart, besides 
myself possessing the means of forming a correct 
judgment of those deeds which I feel I have truly 
recorded ; Ii'ejoice in the opportunity afforded me 
to enable you to rescue your coaductand cbarac* 
ters from aspersions and acaisati(Ni0^ which) if 
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tbey. iiad «ot been forwarded to bia Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for the coloni^^ aod 
tranBmitted to me, and thus placed in a tangible 
shape, I should have looked upon as wholly un* 
worthy of being noticed by me in any manner 
whatsoever. 

But as the matter now stands, in the simple 
expressive phraye, I expect from each of you tbe 
trutbt the whole trqtbj and nothmg but the truth. 
You bave already received the thuAks of ypiir 
Moaarch b^A Ministers fpr yoiir humanity ao4-lP'^ 
biei?s4ity to tbe upfortunate and d^l^d^ fi»|r^$.i^ 
in these transactions^ oa the Afpsqiiita 3boTO^ 
9^d I ti'ust and hope this day; by a solepia though 
pla^n stfttem^nt of the fa^ts, you will satiny yoiir 
McmwQh and your <:ountry, not only that yonf 
humanity aiid liberality, but t)sat (svery other part 
of your conduct in these tr9^^act)OQ(9, 49serve 
approbatioQ. 

In order, al^o^ tbttt no jQisapprebepsion Mh»ii 
go abroad, as to the ^uMi ai¥l circnmiilwe^ 
that led to the investjgatioa I a» now abcMit 
to institute, acid that it skall not he cooobL^ed 
tliat any nufavoufable impresaioii^ e^ist, I feel 
it neoesaary to declare, that it arii^es from no 
eotmnand^ transmitted to me, but from moti¥«a 
widely differeot from j&oae that might haive 
gained Mief in the jpetttement. Mr^ I;»Mr, in )m 
letter ^ready read, apeaka ^ oppnition ta> his 
eQ.d^afoura heie in Aufm^t and Sifptember 4uft* 
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On this point i ^M Mkm^mi T«q«iir6 e^x^- 

iidtioD* 

. His Majesty's SaperintendeBft thetk called vAi 
Marshal Bennett, Esq. one of the j^idges of ^te 
Svpreme Court for this settlement, and one of th^ 
ma^strates of the same, to be sworn. 

MUasHAii Benn&tt, Esq. swom. 

Queati&n if his Jtbf^y's SuperiiaenSem. 4df M^ 
to the Baich, as far as conies within your t^now- 
ledge, any cironaistancds relating to/anfd conoern- 
ingtbeoharges contained in, the memomt and fet- 
ter ivhich yon have heard read . 
: jiii^ii¥»t. Bythe papers which I have 'jti#t heard 
tead, I 'find that I am, with others, ms^traites and 
merchants of this settlement, identified in a me- 
morial addressed to the Right Honourable 'Earl 
BoilfaiirBt, and signed by ^ndry persons, styling 
themselves merchants, and John Richardson^ act- 
Idg'for the general behalf of the other British siib- 
jecte interested in forming a settlement for com- 
wercial purposes in the Territory of Poyaisyonthe 
Moaqnito Shore, and also acting for the Gazique 
of Poyais, Sir Gregor M'Gregor, setting forth 
aecoaations, which, if tnie, would amount to 
crimes, and stated to have been committed^ by 
aie and the magistrates and inhabitants of this 
s^tlement ; all which accusations, tending to cri- 
miDate me and others, as far a^ comes within my 
knowledge, I do most solemnly deny, and declare 
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the same ta be mjtist and unfounded. In the 
month of Aprils in the last year, I was sent upon a 
mission^ by order of his Majesty's Superintendent, 
to the Mosquito Shore, for the purpose of deliver- 
ing to the King of that country the annua) present 
from his Majesty's government ; and, at the same 
time, to gain information for his Majesty's Superin- 
tendent^ as to a settlement said to have been re- 
eently established in that country ; as from inform- 
ation he had received in the early part of this 
moiitii (April) from five persons, who arrived here 
ill a miserable condition, who stated that they bad 
doped from that establishment, and which Ibey 
left in a very distressed state, so as to enable him, 
the Superintendent, to afford relief to the duffel^rs 
th^e, should it be found necessary. 

Myself and Mr. Westby, arrived at Black 
River, on the 26th of April ; and found an esta- 
blishment there. Sickness and wretchedness pre- 
vailed among the settlers to a very great extmts» 
MJthout the means of obtaining comforts suitable 
to their distressed state. On the 29th of April, I re- 
cdved a memorial from a number of the setl^^S', 
solidting me to conyey them to Belize. I stated 
to them my regret, that I could not hold ontany 
encouragement to meet their wishes, but that I 
should present their memorial, on my arrival at 
Belize^ to the King's Superintendent; and I further 
stated, that if the concurrence of the Lieutenant 
Governor, Colonel Hall, could be obtained, for any 
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of them to tea^e that estoMMhntfent' and uiit^ii2»e 
me to tftke theoy, tfaat I Would then feel fio liesi- 
fation io giving a pastsage U^ soHie. Od or «bim<! 
the (tth of May, LfeoteoaDt GoveraoT Hali Mme^ 
at Black River, and on the niBftter being submitted 
Io bim, be anthoHsed that m^aaare to j^eventyS^ 
be said, the waiste of hiitnan life. If, thereibm> hi 
(^tK thett be imtHited to me dis a crt^ey tbait^- A^^mv 
motives of humanity, I waB induced, il#del» ^^ 
s^anction of the Lientenant Governor, to reaeiyc^onf 
boatd my vessel, then laying off Bl^ck ila^ry oir 
ihe Mosf^uito Sborie, sixty-six inditidimli^, -fdl, 
f^itk the exemption (I believe) of three, vte|el$%- 
gnishkig on the bed of sickness with fever, Aiijj} 
icIlieAy confsisting of tvomen and children ; I th^e- 
fore say, that if this act, fdnnded on' hunManity dti 
0y f>art, cafn be perverted into a crime,' tht^nf^am 
guilty. 

Ia* t4iid m^nioriar, I afti also s^cusied^ of bad ti^feal- 
ment tb these poor peo^te, whilst on* boai'dm^ 
vessel. This afirsertion is equally littfounikd^, for, 
whtliM th^sd unfOrtoil^te iridividifats werd On bb^d 
of iity Vessel, fbey experienced every kindnessand 
attention, and Which w^s stroiigly confirmed' {^ 
|bdr own t^timony on their arrival here; (km- 
forts were administered to check their tnifi^r^; 
and Having on bo^rd my vessel a cOnsidlfmUi^ 
supply of wine, malt liquor, tea, cotfee, atld' sligSI-, 
it was distributed among them With a liberal hand; 
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coupled with my persooal exertions^ .a^ also those 
of Mr. Westby, to alleviate their sufferipgs: aod I 
begbere to remark, that this vessel was sufficiently 
oapadoiis to carry these persons and many more. 
. from the alarmiog disease among the. settlers, 
and which was daily increasing, the Lieutenant 
Governor was induced to solicit bis Majesty's Su- 
perintendent to afford him the means to remove 
the remainder of the settlers from Black River 
tOithis settlementi and: which urgent dispatch was 
ilflQit. by me? and . addressed to Brigade Major 
Bjsddjpvin. In consequence of which^ on my arrival 
at Belize, my vessel was^ under the authority of his 
Mp^ty's Superintendent, ordered to proceed to 
]^ta,ck Biver, where she arrived, and soon after re* 
turned to this port, having on board Lieutenant 
Governor Hall, with many of thejsettlers, all, I be- 
lieve, in a sickly state and miserable condition^ 
to which many now present will bear testimony. 
Thia vessel was, sometime after^ chartered by me 
to Colonel Hall to return to Black River. She 
did »>. «><l w» <«»» chartered a «cad tm^to 
him. Colonel Hall, for the same purpose, and eacl^ 
time, placed under his immediate control, and in 
her. he took his passage, from whence he brought 
in her the stores belonging to the Poyaisian go- 
Ternment, or the greater part of them, with the few 
rf^QEiaipipg settlers that had .. been left in charge ; 
and on the arrival of the stores at Belize, at the 
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s6licitsitibn' of Colonel Hall, I alto wed them td foe 
tslieltered In my warehouse from the weather nii til 
they could otherwise be disposed of. 

A committee had been appointed in tfa^ care^afid 
management of the funds for the relief of the un-^ 
fortunate sufferers ; and after these stores had te^ 
mained in my warehouses some time, Lietitenaut 
Brown Willis of the artillery, and others* of the^ 
committee, waited on me and informed me^tlM 
they were instructed by Colonel Hall to take the 
same into their possession, which they accordingly" 
did, and subsequently this committee, I beliere^ 
brought these stores to public sale. 

In thetnemorial to£arlBathurst,IamaeCiMc^ 
with others of having ** refused to restore the pVo-^ 
perty of these memorialist^, or to gire any account 
wtiatever of the provisions, stores, and n^erchan^ 
dise, so carried off and sold, and concealed ; a)-* 
though called upon to do so, as appears by the 
protest of George Augustus Low; Esq., acting a« 
our agent." ^ , 

In reviewing the aforesaid paragraph, and hav- 
ing had reference to the protest, I am uot a little 
kstoni^hed at the assertion, and- it is due to truth 
io'state; and which 1 do moist solemnly de^clare; 
that George Augustus Low, Esq., as aforesaid^ 
nor any person aeting under him, did at that time 
ever make any demand of me touching the siaid 
property. 

The memorialists then proceed to state in their 



s^d^fn^f^wM, f^ tti^t th^y Tentared to hope t!^9% 
bmhov4fiUp Wi\l nofid^f^m it presunap^ouff, if 
tbey solicit his I^pr4^bip's iDstruction$ tq |)i8 Ala-: 
jwiy'^H HufimnUi^^mt at Belize, commanding him 
to gife their 9ttorn?y;9 there, Ush^r, Friclfier, am^ 
Ui^hfo*, as^MreII as their ag^pt) Geprg^ ApgpptQiif 
hf^r who immediately procee^^ tp .Belize, every 
ajM i^d assistance in the recov^y of the said pro- 
pejfty ; inor^ ^$p^{;ifiliy tb^ Qargo of the ship AI- 
hiqiVYMPcd at upwards of jElO,opO/' which, they 
i^tate^ *' they havQ juat learned is recently gone jptQ 
ti»0 hands pf M^hom they qopiplain." The meifio- 
rialists here have a^s^rt^ what they must h?^\e 
kof^WA to Ibe uptriie, and without auy fouMda^fon; 
but throughout the whole of these proceedings* 
themselves, and others, have evidently cppse for* 
ward'to del>asQ the charapter of the execiftive and 
judicial authorities of the settlement; and for 
whatr?. Why because they have been in^uenced 
by motif Qs of humanity to rescue their fellow- 
creatures from calamity and death. 

Question by his Mof city's Supe^ifUendefU. Qn 
the oath you have taken, did you ever, either as 
a magistrate of this settlement, or as a merphant 
under any pretence whatever, seiae and carry oflf 
from the Mosquito Shore any property stated to 
belong to the persons who have signed the memp- 
riaU which you have heard read? 

Answer. At that period I had never heard any 
of the uameii of the m?iporiali^ts» to my koow- 
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ledge ; consequently, I could not knowingly take 
away uny of their property ; but baring receiveti 
a nuifiber of individuals, on board, and scarcely 
aoy provisions of my own^ I stdted tha circom* 
stance to Colonel Hall, and the public stores 
keeper was directed to give me two casks of 
0oar, one of oatmeal, in a damaged state* and 
one- tterce of beef, and which was distribuftd 
aipongst the people brought from the Shore. Tbe 
provision that was given, was for the purpose of 
aiding the people in their passage up. ' 

Question* Did you directly or indirectly sw« 
reptitiously sell, conceal, or in any maoner ov way 
dispose of any property so named in the meuio"- 
rial? 

Answer. No. 

Question. Did a person by the name of George 
Augustine Low, or any of the partners of the 
house of Usher, Fricker, & Co. ever demand in 
the last year from you any account of any 
property. If they did, did you reAise to grant it 
them ? 

Answer. Certainly no such demand was ever 
made to me. 

Question. As you were sent to the Mosq-uito 
Shore on his Majesty's service, did you ever per* 
suade or induce any person there to quit their 
employment or business, or leave their Governor ? 

Answer. Certainly not* 

Question. Did you ever directly or indirectly 
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eat^r into aoy plan ar league, with G4>loiial Hector 
Hall^ tke LietileDaait Governor, or aoy of hia people 
po ibe Musquito Shore, or. any of your brother 
mafistvates, to break up the settlement on that 
shore, or remove the property therefrom ? 

Answer, No, never. 

> Question. Did you as a magistrate, or in . any 
other capacity, offer any opposition in the months 
of August and September last, to Mr.; George 
Angustine Low, in his. endeavours to trace tb^ 
various causes of the removalof property, as well 
as the manner in which the proceeds of thesales 
made in this settlement have been appropriated ^^ 

Answer. No; nor did I ever understand he 
was making any inquiries about it from himself, 
nor do I remember ever having it from any other 
individual; certainly, if I had, .he could have 
come to me, and I could have Boon satisfied, hiiti 
about it. 

John W. Wright, Esq., one of thie Magi^p; 
trates of this Settlement, sworn. 

Questioniby his Mcyesty' s Supermti^MieiU.: Siate 
to the Bench, as far as comes within youvknomH 
ledge, any circumstances relating to and concern-- 
i«gthe charges contained in the memorial; ^njd:letr 

ter which you have heard read^ 

Ansum-. . May it please your Excellency, and 
worshipful Gentlemen of the Bench : — With pain- 
ful fient^ations I notice charges of a mosjt f^eripus 
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description urged against the magistrates of this 
settlement by seven iudiyidxiails, resident id Eri-^ 
tain, in their memorial to the Secretary of State^ 
for allied imrproprieties in the country of Poyais. 
I am, and have for many years been, one of that 
body. Charges like these, void of truth, and 
grounded upon fallacy alone; are regarded by me 
as by every honest man, with indignation, and 
alone deserving of reply from the circumstance of 
their being addressed to the Secretary of Stale; 
That I am included in their complaints, irha 
havenever even hadan opportunity of interfering 
with any of the Poyaisian business, or indeed 
knowing of it till a long time after the arrival of 
those wretched sulSTerers from the Mosquito Shore, 
I being then in the interior of this settl^nent^ 
does not now surprise me, in considering the 
chain of unaccountable circumstances^. attending 
the Poyais scheme. 

Charges preferred in this general way I cannot 
answer ; never, as I have before stated, having any 
thing to do with the Poyaisians or their property, 
till after my arrival at Belize in the month of June 
last, wheu I found the town swarmed with these 
miserable and suffering beings. If they mean to 
accuse me of having then aided the wretched, or 
prolonged the existence of some of these crea- 
tures, who may hereafter make claims upon them, 
thiat I acknowledge to have done. It would be 
needless for me to reply to the several matters 



24 

contamed in tbm naemoriai^ heing a stiafig^r to 
the wliokf of it. Snffice it therefore to say ^ that I 
am ready to prove bgr evidence^ that their memfo- 
rial, M it relates to Die; is altogether a gros6 and 
unpfoimded faisdiood. 

Qnestimi. On ibbe oath you have ts^ken, did you 
ever^ either as a merchant of this settlemeat^.or as 
a- merchant, under any pretence whatever^ $eize 
anck onryy off from the Mosquito^ Shore any pro- 
pevty stated to belong to the persons who have 
signed the tnemorial which you have heard read ? 

Answer. I never did ; por vfM I ever on thfi 
Mosquito Shore. 

QKtestum. Did you? directly or. itidirectly sur- 
reptitiously sell^ coaceaU or in auy other manner 
or way dispose of, any pi*operty so naeiied in the 
memorial ? 

Amswer. Never; nor ev^r bad I possession of 
any description of property belonging to them. 

Qaestian. Did a person by the name of George 
Augnatine Low, or any of the partners of the liom^ 
of Ui^r, Fricker^ and Co.» ever demaud in llif 
last year from you any account of auy property ? 
If they did 9 did you refuse to graot: it to them? i 
5 ' Amswer. Never* 

Questiori, Did you ever persuade or induce 

toy person on the Mosquito Shore to ;quit t^ir 

employmeut or budaess, or leave their Goveroor? 

Ansmnfr. No, never, as I before said, having 

uever been on the Mosquito Shore. 
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Question. Did you ever directly or indirectly 
ei>ter into any plan or league with Ck>Ionel Hector 
Hall, the Lieutenant Governor, or any of hia people 
on the Mosquito Shore, or any of your brother 
magistrates^ to break up the settlement' on that 
shor^; or remove the property therefrom ? - 
Aumer. Never, at any time. ' • * 

Question. Did you, as a magistrate, or in any 
other capacity , offer any opposition, in the months 
of August and September last, to Mr. GeiHrgp 
Augustine Low, in his endeavours to trace the 
various causes of the removal of property, as well 
as the manner in which the proceeds of the safes 
madein the settlement have been appropriated? 
' Answer. I was in the kingdom of Guattmfda 
at the time. 

John S. August, Esq., one of the Magis- 
trates, called and sworn. 

Question by his Majesty's Superintendefd. Siate 
to the Bench, as far as comes within your kuiM^* 
ledge, any circumstances relating to and con* 
cernlng the charges contained in thememorml and 
letter; which yOu have heard read. 

Answer. I went up the river in the mondi of 
March, in 1&23, to my mahogany-works, and sotne 
time in April, I heard that M. Bennett, Esq., had 
gone to the Mosquito Shore; and in the miHil^ ef 
May I heard i^ain, that Marshal Bennett, Esq., 
bad returned from the Mosquito Shore/ with a 

D 
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grfeWt many t)6or sickljr Stotch people, ahd him^ 
srelfaiyo ^it^ With the fatigue and cafe of nofsin^ 
these men. Early in Jun^, I returned to Belize in 
company Vrith William Gentle, Esq., and we went 
to visit these pooir delude people, &nd found that 
that they had sttffered much, add Were still suf- 
fering under sickness^ although every medical aid 
and (comfort that this countiry could afford, had 
beeh giteri them, which I believe the public ex- 
j^ehditure will fully prove. I am therefore asto* 
nisfaed t6 hiear such base falsehoods stated against 
myself and brother magistrates, as appears by tb^ 
memrori^) to Earl Bathurst; and I declare the whole, 
as far ats it a^pef tains to myself^ to be most imfe* 
m6us and ftllse, touching any property on the 
Mosquito Shore. 

Question. On the oath you have taken, did you 
ever, either as a magistrate of this settlement, or 
as a merchant, under any pretence whatever, seize 
and carry off from the Mosquito Shore, any pro- 
pbttjf stated to belong to the persons who have 
sigOed the memorial which you have heard retd ? 

Ahsufer. No, I most solemnly siprear I did not. 

Question. Did you directly or indirectly surrep- 
iitibusly sell, conced, or iu any other manner or 
Hi^ajr dis{>ose of, any property so named in tfhe 
me^rial? 

Answer. No, never. 

Que^ftVm. Did a person by the name of Geoi^e 
Augustine Low, or Itny Of the partners of the 
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house oC l^slier, FricKer, ^nd Go. eyer d^maqd i^ 
the last year, from you s(py account of ^oy pro- 
perty? If tbey dic|, did yqi) refuse to grant it 
them? 

Amwer. No: never did any perspu denx^tu^ 
such from me, qo|r did I kqow George 4^S^stil^ 
Low. 

• • • ^ ^ 

Qufistion. Did yav ever persuade or iqduce 
any perwu on the Mosquito Shore, tp quit t^cjir 
^nploymeut or business, or leaye their Goyeruqr? 

A»swei\ No, I was not at the Mosqi^ito Shor^; 
I was Hp m my mahogany- works. 

(ihi0$tiim. Did you ever directly of indirectly 
enter into any planner league with Cplpnel Hec^pr 
Jiall, the liieutenant Governor, or any of hi^ p^eo- 
ple oo the Musquito Shore, or any of your ^rptber 
magistrates, to break up the settlement pn that 
ehore^ or remove the property therefrom? 

jtnaw^. No, I never did ; ^ov ever beard of 
«acb a thing, 

Qm$tion, Did you as s^ magistrate, pr in ^i^y 
^Iber capacity, offer any of^Kxsiition, in thp months 
of August and September last» to Mr. George 
Augustine Low^ in his endeavjwirs to ti^ce the 
▼wious caiuses of the removal of property^ as 
well as the manner i« which the proceeds of the 
sales made in this settlement have been appro- 
priated ? 

Ammei^. No, never ; I was up at St. George's 
K.egr,si6k. 
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David B£TdON/£8q., one of the Magistrates for 
the year 1823, called in and sworn. 

Question by his Majesty* s Superintende^U. State 
to the Bench, as far as comes within your know-* 
ledge, any circumstances relating to and concern- 
ing the charges contained in the memorial and 
letter which you have heard read. 

Answer. At the time these people were brought 
here, I was up the riverattending to my mahogany^ 
works. ] swear what is stated in the memorial to 
be perfectly false, as far as regards myself ; and 
did it not come from the Secretary of State^ I. 
should have treated it with contempt, giving sujoh 
asfidlBtance to those wretched deluded em^rants 
after their arrival in this settlement, being all that 
I bad to do with them, as my scanty means.would 
afford. 

Question. On the oath you have taken, did you 

■ 

ever, either as a magistrate of this settlement, or as 
a merchant, under any pretence whatever, seize 
and carry off from the Mosquito Shore any pro- 
perty stated to belong to the persons who have 
signed the memorial which you have heard read? 

Atisweri Never. 

Question, Did you directly or indirectly sur- 
reptitiously sell, conceal, or in any other manner 
or way dispose of, any property so named in the 
memorial? 

Answer. I never had any thing to do with it 

Question. Did a person by the name of George 
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AugustiDe Low, or any of the partners of tlie bous^ 
of Usher, Fricker, and Co. ever demand in the last 
year from you any account of any property ? * If 
they, did, did you refuse to grant it them ? 

Answer.- I never had the pleasure of sedug 
Colonel Low until to-day ; and no person< de- . 
manded such of me. . . 

Question. . Did you ever persuade or induce 
anyip^son on the Mosquito Shore to quit.lbeit ; 
em{>l0yment or business, or leave their Goverai<)r ?/< 

Answer^ No : I never knew of a governm^t - 
having been formed there^ until I saw the enfi^: 
griMts. 

.. Question. Did you ever directly or indireody » 
enter into any plan or league with Colonel Hector.' 
Hall, the Lieutenant Governor, or any of hts people i 
on the. Mosquito Shore^ or any of your brother 
magistrates, to. break up the settlement on that 
Shore,, or remove the property therefrom ? 

Answer. . I never have been on the Mosquito, 
shore ; and. hardly ever spoke a word to Colonels 
Hall inmy life. 

Question. Did you, as a magistrate^ or in aoy 
other capacity, offer any opposition, in the nou^nths 
of: August and September last,, to Mr. .George 
Augustine ! Low, in \ his .endeavours to trace^ ^he 
various causes of the removal of property, as well 
as the manner in which the proceeds of the sales 
made in this settlement have been appropriated ? 

Answer. No : and I have already said I never 
saw him. 
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CHABhiR9 CbaiQj Esq., qne of the Magistrates for 
the year 1823, called aqd sworn. 

Question hy his Majesty s Superintendent. State 
to the Bench, as far as comes within your know* 
ledge, any circamytances relating to and concern* 
ing the charges contained in the memorial and let* 
ter which you have heard read. 

Answer^ I wa$ up in the interior of the country 
last year, from the Stb of April to the 25th of 
December, exceptiug two days in the month of 
August ; I am therefore at, a loss to know ttovti 
what cause such unfounded and malicious charges 
have been advanced against me, being entirely 
ignorant of the whole transaction : but had I been 
in Belize, I should have been happy to have ex^^ 
erted .myself in the cause of humanity, as I con- 
sider some of my brother magistrates did. 

Question. On the oath you have taken, did you 
ever, either as a magistrate of this settlement or snft 
a merchant, under any pretence whatever, adze 
and carry off from the Mosquito Shore, any pro^ 
perty stated to belong to the persons who hare 
signed the memorial which you have heandre^ ? 

Answer. Never., ' , > 

Question^ Did you direistly or indirectly ^wt^ 
reptitioiisly sell, conceal, or in any other manner 
or way disppse of any. property so named in the 
memorial? 

Answer, ^o. 

Question. Did a person by the name of George 
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AvgUBtiiie Lour, or Mj of tiie {Partners of tbe bpfjsi 
of Usher, Fricker aodCoMever demand in the last 
year from you any account of any pk^operty? If 
they did» did y^iir^fMe to grant it them? 

Answer. No, 

Question. Did you ever persuade or induce 
any person, on the Mosquito Shore, to quit their 
employment or business^ or leave the Governor ? 

Answer. Never^ 

Qmestion. Did you ever directly or indirectly 
enter into any plan or league with Colonel Hector 
Hall, or any of his people on the Mosquito Shore, 
or any of your brother magistrates, to break-up the 
settlement on that shore, or remove the property 
tberrfram? 

Answer. No* 

Questi&n. Did you> as a magbtrate, or in any 
other capacity, offer any opposition, in the months / 

of August and September last, to Mr. Oeoi^ 
Augustine Low, in his ^adeavours to trace the 
various causes of the removal of property, as 
well as the manner in which the proceeds of the 
sales made in this settlmnent have been appro- 
priated. 

Answer^ No. 

» 

William Gentle, Esq., one of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court, and one of the Magistrates 
of the Settlement, called and sworn. 
Question by Ms Majesty s Superintendent. State 

to the Bench, as far as comes within your know- 
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ledge, any circumstances relating to and concern- 
ing the charges contained in the memorial and 
letter which you have heard read. 

Answer. During the motaths of March, April, ^ 
and May, 1823, 1 was absent, attending my maho- 
gany concerns in the river Belize. Some tim^ in 
the mohth of May, a rumour prevailed there that 
the Mexican £agle had arrived from the Mosquito 
Sliore^ bringing a number of emigrants, who, I un- 
derstood, had arrived there some time previous 
to form an establishment about that place, or tfai/e 
country called Poyais. It was also reported, ttMt 
of those that had arrived a number were dead, and 
the remainder reduced by sickness and disease to 
the last degree of human misery. Upon my arrival 
at Belize early in June following, I attended at 
the different hospitals in company with John S. 
August, Esq., who had also arrived. I found the 
reports that had prevailed, verified so far a9 re- 
garded sickness, not seeing any one individual 
that had come from the Mosquito Shore in a state 
of health. It appeared to me that the humanity 
of the settlement at large was extended towards 
therelief of those distressed persons, as far as cir- 
cumstances rendered it necessary for their cfom- 
fort. It was therefore with feelings of pity and 
contempt, rather than indignation, that I have this 
day heard read a paper received from His Ma- 
jesty's Secretary of State, wherein certain British 
subjects have so £ar dared to misrepresent the 
judicial authorities of this settlement. 
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Question. Od the oath you have taken, did 
you ever, either as a magistrate of this settlement, 
or as a merchant^ under any pretence whatever, 
seize and carry off from the Mosquito Shore any 
property stated to belong to the persons who 
have signed the memorial which you have heard 
read? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question. Did you directly or indirectly sur- 
reptitibusly sell, conceal, or in any other manner 
or way dispose of, any property so named in the 
ttemorial? 

•" Answ&r. Nothing whatever. 
' Question. Did a person by thei name of George 
Augustus Low, or any of the partners of the house 
of Usher, Fricker, and Co. ever demand in the 
last year from you any account of any property 
so^ named in the memorial ? 

''Ansite^. The persons named never made any 

"^demand upon me for such property. 

> Question. Did yqu ever persuade or induce 

ony person on the Mosquito Shore to quit their 

employment or business, or leave their governor^ 

Answer. I never did. 

• Question. ' Did you ever directly or indirectly 
enter into any plan or league with Colonel Hector 
Hall the Lieutenant Governor, or any of his people 
on the Mosquito Shore, or any of your brother 
magistrates, to break up the settlement on thai 
Shoi^e, or remove the property therefrom? 
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Anfimer. loeyerdlid, 

Hi9 Majesty^e Superiateodeot tiiefi directed the 
k^p^ o( the recorda ta read the raewd of tlw 
proceedings of the magistratea of the lOth ofSepf- 
tember, relive to Mr. Low, noting bis protest,, 
which wa9 accordli^ly reaid. 

Court Houst^ Belize J Handurm^ 
Septembefy \Oth, 1823. 

Magistrate present, William Gcnti^^^ Esq. 

< The clerk of the dwrts stated to tlie sitting 
magistrate, that on the 5th of September, George 
Augustas Low, describing himself eblontf iik the 
Ckrfoaibiai> senriee> attended z^ thQ comt banae, 
to note hia protest agaibst sundf y per^M io.< (faiA 
s^UoiPtnt^ Yiz. Marshal Bennett^ -< — MuDtinv the 
ma^t^r of the schooner Mescioaa Eagle, Colopdl 
Hall, Thomas Pickstock, and; WiUwn Walah^ 
and; on the 9ti» instant, he ftirtber appMed to 
note against Johit Waldron Wr%ht. and George 
\^e$iby, and it being the usage and custovijoftjiis 
aettieiieiit, wben no notary public is Msidtiig 
theiie> to iEOte; the same befoiie.tbamagiBtfates^ and 
there being then none in town except, the ane 
iiamed m the protest, he had applied tQy lii# Ma- 
jesty's Sup^ntendent for instruction^,, who vwbm^ 
diately directed some magistrate: might bo seat 
fiir for the punpose, and it was oeoeaaarUy de* 
feflred u bAiI tbis day. 
William Geade, £s% halving therefore attfsndtd 
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ticceniiiigly, Gem^e A. LoW ottne forwal4 ka4 
idteknvd iie ivas desiro«8 ixf notiti^ his p^dteei oh 
behalf of biiMelf and all cmyeamed^ parti^brty 
thote liDdermentiofi^d^ against Marshal Behtiett^ 
themasterof the schooner Mexit^n ]SaglejGok>iid 
Hall, William Walsh, Tbot^as Pickst^k^ John 
W. Wright, and Geot^49 Westby, and aH others 
tGOftcerned^ directly or indiraetl;)^, in tbetodvtng of 
the privhte property of the said Ge^d^e Augndtus 
hon, General Sh: Gregor M'Gtegdr, Johti Millar, 
Smi^ Ma|or W, S. Richardson, oti the 'kklf-pay in 
^M iservioe of the King of Gtieat Britain, atid 
otberia^ merchants of Great Britain, fVbtti Bla^k 
RiteTv Mosquito Shore, and for scaling the i»afd 
pp6|>erty. 

Qmstim^ hy the sitting magistr&te. Are ydu 
possessed of any dvycuments oi^ powers fro^ th^ 
pansods whose names j^oa bat^e tnentidbed, Id 
identify yourself as being empowered to act d^ 
their behalf, or to jproire yon to be cdnoeraed^ i& 
any of the property you say has been rettro^ed 
from Blaosk River, Mosqnito iShai^e, so as to iden^ 
tify yourself in the character in Wbith you app^t ? 

Answer. Certainly, Sir. » 

%teai(m. Will you prod uoe any snob 4M:u^ 
ments? 
' Annmr. Gertainly ntot 

The magistrate then acquainted Mr. Lo¥^5 thai^ 
under Che peculiar circumstances Of hiis ce^ming 
t6 this settienient a psefrfect stfati^^^ and^ bts pro- 
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test affecting a number of individuals, it waer 
justice that they should be apprized who was the 
person, and under what authority he was protest- 
ing or taking measures against fhem, and that his 
protest should be noted the instant such powers 
were publicly exhibited to him. 

Qiieition by kis Majesty's Superintendent id 
Wiiliam Gentle^ Esquire. I perceive by a record 
of this settlement, which I have perused in con-' 
seqpience of the memorial and Mr. Low's letter, 
that, while you were presiding magistrate, Mr. 
Lo W; came forward to note a protest, and that ydu 
objected to receive it upon the principle, tiiat as 
it concerned a number of persons of respectability 
in Ike community, it was but justice to them, that 
they sbould know who was proceeding agaii»t 
them ; and youy therefore, required him previous 
to noting the protest, to produce his authority 
from the persons he naimed to be acting for. 
©id you so require from Mr. Low his authority ! 
and did you tell him his protest should be imme- 
diately noted on his exhibiting his authority to 
you as a magistrate ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Is the record made of your proceed*- 
ings of that day, in strict conformity to what you 
declare ? and were they not made under your 
directions? 

Answer. They were ; aud I believe they are 
strictly in conformity to what I theu declared. 
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In addition to this, I would wish to statOi i con- 
tinued in the court house for a ^hort time Bikit the 
close of the proceedings, when Colonel Low re- 
turned to the court house. He presented me 
with an affidavit, which he requested he might be 
sworn to. I represented to him^ that it appeared 
to me to be similar to the matter set forth in the 
protest. I stated to him, as near as I can remrai-* 
ber^ that I was of opinion, that his swearing to 
tke paper he produced could be of no service to 
bim, as the same, not going through the medium 
of the court, it would have no marks of bein; an 
offidal document. He, however, still persisted in 
eateeuting the aforesaid affidavit ; and I under^ 
stood him to signify, that it would answer the same 
ptir(M>se as through the medium of the courts i 
accordingly swore Colonel Low to the paper he 
produced. 

Thomas Pickstock, Esq., one of the Magistratecr 

of this Settlement, sworn. 

Question bff his M(yesiys Superintendent. State 
to the Bench, as far as comes within your know^ 
ledge, any circumstances relating to and concern- 
ing the charges contained in the memorial and 
letter which you have heard read. 

Answer. A number of Scotch emigriants un*^ 
expectedly arrived in this settlement, on the lltfa 
of May, 1823, from the Mosquito Shore, most of 
whom were in a very infirm and deplorable statei 
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Hh^B poof k^rngs were laiinediBtelj lodged aii 
tb0 hospitals, aad abutidantly supplied Iqr thti 
piibUc, Another party much more dilaieraCBi 
followed on the 30th« when the next day, I had 
the hoooar of reoeiviog a commuDication frooi the 
Kiog's SuperiateadeDt^ Maior Geneml Godd, ap*- 
prizing rae^ that in consequence of the very dia*^ 
tramag aod destitute situation of many of his 
Majesty's aubjects, he had judged it pradent to 
a|)point a committee to superintend and regulaie 
the charity of public and prlrate friends^ to ha 
appreipriated for the rdtef of these unfortunafea 
people< The nomination aras.aa follows: li«« 
James JobaaoB, asaktani staff^^upgeon to tha 
foreesi. and Browo Willis, a lieuteaant of tii0 
toyal artillery^ on behalf of his Majesty's gotera^ 
Bdent ; William Walsh, £sq.> and myself, for tfaia 
settlement. The members of this committee mat 
every Saturday at my house, to consult upon 
laatters regarding their comforts. We hired a 
head nurse at 6^. 8^. per day ; another at Ss.y^ 
washerwoman at lQs» per week, with victaali^ a 
cook at 3f • 4d. per day ; be^des a steward at 10s; 
withfive asststanta ^ 35, 4d^ each per diem. Tha 
general hospital was not sufficiently ootnmodiottif 
for the whole of the patients ; so that in cMPdev t^ 
make them more eamfortable^ the females were 
remoTed to a large ohap^ and some of the aiea 
ia a house belonging to Marshal Beane^, fisq^ 
wlielre they wete visited at least twice, a day -hgr 
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most of the Qiembars i^fihe QOixMkiitee, to a^cei^ 
toin, tb^ir ^mt% atid aee Ibat prapef attentioti 
lifMtgiYeQ by «^vaiit8 eogag^d for the occa8ijiHi» 
aiud that |M?oper oourUbment was liherally aened 
at regulaif ioikecviala of day and night MoMy waf 
reqjruired lor ttecontiBgeiitexpeiisea. The aaaj- 
giaUatea W'^e appiifd to for pecuniary aid oa 
thair helpalf, who d^termii^bed that notbiag abc^ald 
\m waated to all^viate thek aufiet ing^. Large 
aiwis werQ tbarefora drawn from the coflE^6 af 
this public^ and which, the legislative bo4y> at 
tjb^ir June meetii^, saa^tioiied by an unaalmQus 
Ke$€^va; besides which, priiate contribution!^ nf 
moiioy aqd clothes were also^ collected for th^ir 
hmeHv and tbe conuminiity were earnestly uivited 
bn thacownittee to take the feofiale patients and 
tbf^ir 9nhapp,y childrea to^ their homes» which 
sjr^pf^hyi and motives of humanity very mo« 
aacompAishf d» That in the middle of June there 
Wrero but few peirsoQs in circutipistances in tow«nv 
who^ had not taken two>r three, or more of i^e»e 
"wr^ti^bed aiAfferexs* As to the oharg^ of inbn* 
manil^ held fqrth in the. memorial,, addressed to 
the Bar! Batimrst notkiog. can be moi^e unjust or 
burtlHl to bouQU'rable feelings^ Nev^v was greater 
charily displayed by apy body : I mmn the wbol*^ 
GiJMPmunity. Even so late as yesterda^y, a mosjt 
pressing applieatioA was made to me for a tick^ 
of admission into the. hospital for one of these 
mi^enU^ vmn ol the/naoaie of Jobfi Hose. Tiht 
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request I granted, and the poor creature is not 
likely to survive. Meanwhile, in the month of 
July last, the committee came to a resolution, 
that a board of medical gentlemen should exa- 
mine and report upon the state of health, &c. of 
the convalescents, whereby they might be enabled 
to take into consideration the best means of re- 
lieving the public from a prolonged expense. 
There were many who there was no likelihooci 
would ever be able to provide for themselves. 
The destitute widows and poor orphans were first 
anxiously considered, that by the 1st of August 
fleet, forty-nine in number, young and old, were 
embarked for their native country, and supplied 
with rations from out of their own stock of {Pro- 
visions. Other absolute necessaries, required for 
a sea voyage, were furnished from out of the do- 
nations ; and the gratification money to the re- 
spective masters of vessels was paid out of the 
public chest by the treasurer of this settlement 
upon my order. Lieutenant Willis was very in- 
defatigable, and frequently called upon me to ten- 
der his services. On the 24th of July, at one of 
these interviews, this gentleman suggested to me 
the propriety of examining the provisions^ &c. al- 
lowed by Mr. Bennett to be deposited in his 
warehouses. I readily accompanied him there. 
We found most of the articles in a very deterio- 
rated state ; Colonel Hector Hall, the Lieutenant 
Governor of Black River, was then extremely mi- 
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well, and not expf cted to recoter. On ti|«s coming 
to his knowledge (namely the bad state of the 
provisiotts), he authorized for the gesieral benefit 
of the unfovtunates, aad other simitar reasons, 
that the stores, &^. ^honld be sold; ^od 'whi4:fa 
the committee uqdevtook to do, on his behalf. 
The first sale was consequently made on the ^tb 
of July, of the most perishable articles^ and (oU 
lowed on the 8th of A«ignst, the 18th and 27tb ctf 
October, whieh amounted to £&43 lSs.9(d.Jar 
maica currency* All these sates were previously 
publicly advertised. I repent none of my <joo- 
duct throughout the affair> hating only aded tt|p 
pant of an hopest and upright man ; and to the 
contrary y I glory in hating done my dutgr towards 
God, imd man : and, moreover, I defy any <tf my 
tradi&eers to convince the woiid of any one of 
the many illiberal and vile representations nMde 
against my character generally. - It may be ne^ 
ciKSsary to mention, before I conclu^le this state* 
meot, that onr unremitted labours were gratu* 
itous; and that no pro<;eedings of the committee, 
as far as related 5 and as far as they acted, Ui re^ 
gard to the provisions and stores brought up (t^fm 
the Mosquito Shore, w^re adopted without the 
full consent and approbation of Colonel HaU> 
who, well knowing the injury sueh stores and 
provisions had sustained by long exposure to tbiS 
transitions of climate, and that they w^te^y^f 
rafHdly decaying, authorized their being sol4 in 

F 
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the manner I have described, the proceeds of which, 
have, of coarse, been paid upon that gentleman's 
order/ and an account of the same rendered him, 
which was approved of. I will moreover add, that 
the money drawn from the public treasury to re- 
lieve the miseries of these people, has been very 
little short of twelve thousand dollars ; and the 
private subscriptions for the occasion, amount to 
at least one thousand dollars more. 

Question. Did the committee receive any of the 
money on account of those sales in aid of the 
Poyaisian sufferers ? 

Answer. No, never. 

Question. You have stated in your evidence, 
that being one of the committee appointed for the 
regulation of the charity and funds to be applied 
to the relief of the unfortunate sufferers, that came 
from the Mosquito Shore, and that as such you 
were requested, with Lieutenant Brown Willis, 
Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Walsh, by Colonel Hall, 
the late Lieutenant Governor of those people, to 
sell the stores he had brought up. Did you, on the 
oath you haye taken, either as a magistrate, a mer- 
chant, or such committee-man, seize and carry off 
from the Mosquito Shore any property whatsoever, 
as stated in the memorial read ? 

Answer. The memorial to Earl Bathurst from 

« 

unknown individuals which I heard read this 
mornings has greatly surprised me. As a magis- 
trate, a merchant, and a committee-man, I solemnly 
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swear to be^ innocent of the accusatiotis it contains* 
In the three capacities I have just mentioned, or 
any other, I never seized > or carried off any pro*- 
perty, either directly or indirectly, from the settle- 
ment on the Mosquito Shore. 

Question. Did you, as a ma^strate, or one of 
the committee, surreptitiously sell, conceal, or in 
any way or manner dispose of, such property for 
the purpose of applying the proceeds to your own 
benefit or any other member of the committee? 

Answer. No : as a magistrate I never interfered 
with the sale of Poyaisian property ; but as a 
member of the committee, I experienced much 
anxiety and trouble. ,The sales were all publicly 
advertised, and nothing was done surreptitiously. 
None of us derived any emolument or gain by 
any transaction relating thereto^ and the fatigues^ 
I verily believe, accelerated the death of Dr. 
Johnson. 

Question. Did a person by the name .of George 
Augustine Low, or any of the partners of the house 
of Usher, Fricker,and Co., ever demand, in the last 
year, from you any account of any property ? if 
they did, did you refuse to grant U them ? 

Answer. No application was ever made by 
either of the parties, or any one else. 
* Question. Did you ever persuade or induce any 
person on the Mosquito Shore to quit their em- 
ployment or business, or leave their governor? 

Answer. I never did, so help me God ! 
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Que$tion. Did you e^et directly or indirectly 
ai^t^r intfO aay plan or lea^e mth Colonel Hector 
M^W.tbelAeuteuwtGovern^VfOrBBy of bis people 
oa the Mosquito Shore, or aoy of your brother 
magistrates, to break up the settlement on that 
shore, or remoTe the property therefrom ? 

Answer* I positively say no, and i<ioreover> i 
never knew of the existeoce of McGregor's settle:: 
ment on the Mosquito Shore, before the arrival at 
Belize of a few p^sons who hdd deserted in a 
dorey. This happened in the early part of April, 
1628. 

Qfce^ftra. Did you, as a magistrate^ or in aji^y 
other capacity, offer any opposition in the months 
of August and September last to Mr. George Au- 
gustine Low in his endeavours io trace the various 
causes of the removal of property, as well as the 
manner in which the proceeds of the sales made 
in this settlement have been appropriated ? 

Answer. Between the 20th of August, and the 
8th of October last, I was absent from Belize vi^ 
siting the kingdom of Guatimala, in the company 
of Mr. Wright. I never saw Mr. Low in the pe- 
riod mentioned, and I have never offered him any 
opposition whatsoever. 

The meeting was then adjourned until to-mor- 
row at twelve o'clock. ^ * 



45 
Friday, June lUh, 19^4. 

Present, Major General Godd, his Majesty's 
Superintendent, George Gibson, and William 
Hall, Esqrs. 

The meeting met as per adjournment. 

Question to Thomas Pickstock, Esq. In refe- 
rence to tha question put to you yesterday^namely, 
Did the committee receive any of the money on 
accofmt of those sales in aid of the Poyaisian suf- 
ferers ? as to this question you answered, nerer, 
inform me how the proceeds of those sales Wiere 

applied. 
Answer. I beg to say, in explanation, that the 

whole proceeds of the sales in question, were at 
the sole disposal of Colonel Hall, who drew vari- 
ous orders in favour of Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Mid- 
dlemaSf Mr. Swann, Mr. McGregor, and others of 
the respectable individuals not in hospital^ and 
ifvbo were in the service of the Poyaisian govern- 
ipent; and for purposes connected therewith, 
400/. was paid to Mr. Bennett for two trips, freight 
of stores, from the Mexican Eagle, from Black 
River, to this port, and which, I believe, had been 
agreed upon between those two gentlemen. Colo- 
nel Hall and Marshal Bennett: an account cur« 
rent of the sales has been delivered to Colonel 
Hall, who is enabled to give any further explana- 
tion which may be required. 

Marshal Bennett, Esq. then stated to his Ma* 
jesty's Superintendent, that in his narrative y ester- 
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day^ be bad asked bim a question respecting Mr. 
Westcott, the acting Lieutenant Governor, tbat bis 
mind being so occupied at the moment, it did not 
occur to him that he had bad conversation witb Mr. 
Westcott, but that be had since been thinking on 
the subject^ and was now prepared to answer 
bim. 

Mr. Bennett then further stated, having under- 
stood, that at tbe end of April or the beginning of 
May that it was probable the Mosquito King 
would not come to Black River, but might go to 
Plantain River; Mr. Westby and myself went 
there, and after waiting some time, bis non-arrival 
induced us to return to Black River. On our ar- 
rival there, I understood that tbe acting Lieute- 

• - ■ * * • 

nant Governor, Mr. Westcott, bad said, tbat in 
consequence of application having been made ta 
hini for some of tbe settlers to go in my vessel to 
Belize, that he said he considered the settlers 
under two classes, those tbat were under engage- 
ment to the government, and those who bad come 
there on their own concerns, or on tbe concerns 
of others in the management of lands and estates. 
Tbat to the first class be should not prevent their 
going althougb he could not sanction it ; and as 
to tbe second class, be said, that as they bad come 
out to tbe settlement on tbeir own business, or on 
the affairs of others, in no way connected with the 
government, he had no control over them, con- 
sequently they could stay or go just as they 
pleaded. I particularly remember a Mr. Rennie 
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and his family, whom Mr. W^^cott earnestly re^ 
quested me to take with me, as he was peculiarly 
interested in them ; and, I believe, this family and 
some others were going, or did go on board pre-* 
yious to, or about the arrival of Colonel Halh I 
was at that time informed by Mr. Westcott of bis 
intention, likewise to leave the settlement, but he 
did not mean to go by me if the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor did not arrive in time ; however, in the tneait 
time he wished me to receive some of his baggage 
or luggage on board to carry to Belize, and wbieh 
was accordingly shipped, with one cask of flour^ 
all of which was stated to be his property. Tfab 
barrel of floiir he gave to me. 

George Westby, Esq., keeper of the pu^bUc 
records of this settlement, was then sworn. 

i • ^ * 

Questions hy his Majesty's Superintendent. State 
to the Bench, as far as comejs . within your know- 
ledge, any circumstances relating to, and concerch 
ing the charges contained in the memorial and 
letter which you have heard read. 

Having in the month of April last year> been 
honoured by a commission from his Majesty's 
Superintendent, in conjunction with-Mr. Bennett^ 
to visit the Mosquito Shore, to convey pres^its 
to the Mosquito King; as also in consequence 
of the arrival of four or five persons in an open 
boat from that country, in a most wretched and 
forlorn condition, and who stated, that not only 
themselves, but the remainder of the persons ther^ 
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were in ^..similar sitqsttioii ; aod bb M^jest^!^ 
Superintendent not having received from his Ma? 

jesty'^ government any information of the esta** 

blishment, we were directed to ascertain its nar 

ture^ as also the wants of the unhappy people who 

had arrived there, and with the full consent of the 

authorities at that place^ to render them everj 

assistance in our power. Previous to our der 

parlipifre, Mr* Gouger, one of the chief nettleirs,, 

aj^d hanker of an imaginary bank, and wJbo.had 

quitted that place, arrived here, ^ud confir;ned. 

t}je df^dful state of the people there. He «i/^^ 

r/ej^ted^the. conduct of a Mr. Hedgcock, the m^^ 

tpr. of the Honduras packet, who had (brought 

the Erst settlers out, in taking away an immense 

quantity of their .stores ► These were the first 

intimations (say in the early part of April, 1823) 

t^s settlement had of any establishment beiog on 

the Mo&qqito $hpre, a^ far as comes withiu my 

knowledge^ alt^iough they had been at that period 

some time arrived. We left Belize on the 15th 

of April, and arrived off Black River, I believe^ 

on the evening of the 2(Jth of April. We were 

soon after boarded by several of the people ther^, 

who certainly hailed our coming with gf eat plea- 

sure» and most urgently prayed for a pass^ 

a.way : they described in strong terms their dii^f- 

treises, and the loss that had been sust^ned .1^3^ 

Hedgcock, and in the landing of the goods and 

prc^iaioQ^ iiroiii the Mnip Kinnerdey Cattle. . Mn 

Bennett and myself landed next morning; Colonel 
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Ha}t, the LientenaQt Governor, was absent Mr. 
Bennett determined not to beat up to the Cape, 
bat to send a messenger by land to the Mos- 
quito King, to request his coming i;o ts^et hind. 
We were informed, that on that evening, it had 
been the intention of several of the most respects- 
able persons there, to quit the settlement in an 
open boat which they had secured, and to ended- 
irour to make the Belize, to implore relief for them- 
selves and other sufferers^ But as it was a inosit 
dangerous attempt, they would not now proceed, 
in tjie hope of obtaining a passage in the Mexican 
£agle. I think it scarce possible to Witness 
greater mfisery than that which presented itself 
to us. Most of the people were lykfg^m the 
ground, under a few leaves and brancheS'tJimwil 
across soooe sticks, which it woiald bea *fwlati66 
of truth to eall houses ; ' many were in a state «of 
agc^' and fever, and absolutely anable to orawi t6 
die woodsfor the common oflkiesofnabire; ^\ie 
tteneh arising froqi this circQmsta^ee tn the bttti, 
the fii<by and aluMst naked sHale they^^ra id^, 
the absence of cleanliness and conti^rt, the wafit 
of good nurses, nourisfaiiien^ %nd; sibove aM, 4if 
good water, combined w^ the wafwt of m^dicdiie, 
adeemed to be aeceleratiiig the work of deatii^ 
which was already advamoing (rom dis^^iiiBe, • fa- 
deed, it is impossible that t cad describe te in suf^ 
ficientty stroisg language, to enable' the Betieh to 
form any ^ing lite a judgment as to th«^f true 
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situatipn. It is sufficient to 8ay» that, from ali^ost 
every one, from the. highest to the lowest, it /was 
a.geoeral and urgent request to be allowed- a pasr 
l^a^ away. This M n Bennett constantly avoided 
giving an answer to, nor would he allow any person 
to visit his vessel^ without the permission of the 
acting Lieutenant Governor Westcott^ who desigr 
nated himself as such, and who signed a^ sncKin 
tfa^e absence of Colonel Hall. We had not been 
Iqj^ there, when we learned two great causeci 
fOf their distress ; namely, two proclamations from 
the IVIosquito Jiiug; one dated the ^th of Manch« 
and the other the 6th of April, 1823, and ,wliicfa« 
I bdieve) had been shewn to them by a H»»n of 
the name of Winship. These proclamations wer^ 
iispnedand made public there; the one before and 
the .other about the time we heard in Belize of the 
cjrjCnmstance of there, being any establishment 
there; and the last one^ namely^ the 5th of ApriU 
appears to be issued twenty-one days prior to oitr 
arrival at Black Rivec. These prcfclamation^, they 
OOttsidered as leading to their, destruction; and, 
moireover, the total want of specie to pay their 
;Wages, and supply their i wants. /We observed 
^tbdttp provisions and stores were in a very. bad 
ataite, in a great measure exposed to the weather, 
Almost all the iron* work . appeared as if it; had 
been in the water. . It also appeared to me, that 
they had been working a long time, endeavouring 
tpc erect a atore, and which they had in: «tome 
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iftiei&me ftbcoUi^iefa^ : iodeisd, two or thrive l¥^r^ 
working at it at the time weVere there ; but sickness 
soon put a stop to that. A petition was presented to 
Air. Bennett, addressed to himself and the other 
tttngistrates of Belize. To this also he would give 
do' positive answer; merely obsenring, that he could 
bliitrie no objection to^rdieve them, provided be 
hiid'tfae saMtion of the authorities. Manyaiy- 
pliMitions wefe made to me, to use my' influence 
wttfa^Mr^ 'Bennett to take them away. My gene* 
ral^UmMrerwaSy ^''It is impossible; Mr. Bednet< 
wii^ 'W&li do it, without you^ obtain the sbtiction 
of >yofir Gaveroors." I added, moreover, ^ Tdtf 
^p«ar-4oi be-dmost alt indeiorted servatttstMhe 
Wfly ^invariably was, That Sir Gregor M^Gl^gor 
liad broken His engagements with them; that they 
hdA ' been deluded ; and that Colonel Hall, theif^ 
Governor, had not anything to pay them their 
Wffg^ with, other tdanPoyais bank notes; th^t 
tter^ was no bank, and that paper wotild be pf 
ii^^^ifse' to buy them nourishment from tbe Indiana ; 
HBt^ that the M(^quitd King bad said, that 
tfaey^ were to be - his subj ects ; c<>nsequently, all 
i^i^eefnents had been broke and in general cott- 
olttded by saying, that they were British subjects, 
mid that they were not to be kept there like slaves, 
or to be kept there to die of want ! ! Indeed, they 
appeared d^perate. On Colonel Hall's retu^b 
to Black River, and seeing their state, he gave 
fais<8antttion to- the removal of from sixty to si«ty^ 



JL v^jAly belii^^ fVQ«i a »eM^ of dntj: loliifi.K^ 
ap4 t)Ot society, At Jut^^ideteroakbediM Ihe^remoml 
of thf3r,if^siin()er^ il po$isible. Had lie even not 
49^ so« it appes^r^d' to me, fpom dioir thDeatisi and 
^jf^perMHH)^ :ti^s#. w^ 'v^ere able wauld Ikhw 
mfM4^;^eir j3se9{^ i^fHoig tho: brach, tad got td 
Tr^xiUoi anfl ^^fi t^yf « viea^bed > BiAi^^^: JMbr. Ben^ 
^tt;wa£i tbfir b^aror oC.fi letter Irom Ae liimite* 
napJtX^oHf ri^r to ]&rig!»d^Msoof Beldttio^ 4iplieit» 

ll^ifioiRa^^ Ouh0sx4tk^ Mej^icaa J&igie^ (be 91^ 
9pR9iwliP/Nt'f^« paw^gti^^aod i:same:up MPtlh n% 
^.,u(lliQi;t^tteiitioop(iv^^ paid to tb^fsnffmq^s^ 
^. li^aAtSi Jl/ff^J^mU .^ad myself :ooiiMafldl|r 
%U^i^ fb^an, ftod »do9iil)sterB9g to> tbe» ail ttbH 
Q(HQ$(>r|» 9Pd apuiiishi^eBt we po9s^^ ^Qaoitr 
qyr-iiyi^l a^B^li^^j th€[ greatest iiuqiabitytrfeie^ewii 
by Iik0 inhfibitantB ; tad ^tbe p«tblic: haa wMit 
bepdyodieAy 9aactWA«d lite^^^^ayiiig Ibe earpensM 
a^tac^ipgith^^ irelieiii^ tb^e people* Ko s oener 
irer^ tbujr comfortftbly >t>laced in ho$pitd^ timn 
tbe sUffm^ :iih\\dma yhstte, imiD6di«tely^ by ikm 
b|a^tillep< people of aU clafises^ takea to tfarir 
hoMli^si, ^lenimod aad ^liothed. Tbe %(^iitity ^ ol 
wiife, porter^ {trrow-toot^ $sigOy.flo!kips^ aad eu$r 
tacd^, atfd ind^di dv^ry comfort tbe^ pla^e '^ould 
aiford^ w^re litberaUfy seat a$ prefiieots fi^ai tbe 
tabl493: of tbe iababitant$. Tbe woikieQ paittcubrly 
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were almost immediatelj frajh do^tlied b^* the 
kindsass'of their sex here; and from the poorest 
ii^ the settlemeiit to the highest^ all appeared to 
me to^ Tie with each other, who should admiDister 
tfa^ laaost comfort* ^Tbese donatsoDs were io no 
w^y connected with ^the monies ftom the public 
purse, that were expended for tfasoir relief, or with 
the priTate subscriptions, which we^e laige. Mr. 
Bjiopett mf) myi^lf'had iu>t be^ manjF days in 
QfAfiiea^ our ret|im fromthe Mosquito Shore, 
trif^U'^vPe 4o(rk«exe9^ingly'ill of the fev^r under 
trUtfa these people were labouring. We bofix 
<}0Jtted town to the out-isMbdp, for tbe.benefit of 
9iir healths^ JRor myself, { i^nent nothuig of the 
atsitnl of tbeiStores,fOi;^tbe rcwaipder of the set'- 
t|n««fftl!)the/tiin$y'poir was I in town wheii any of 
Hm^ ^oies oviviyed> Jiwas in no ways cpnc^rn^ 
q^, jdveetly or indveotfy^ in any matter r^attng 
to them, their sale, or removal ; and that aHthdi 
wswod^^e .by tMrvBenqett and myself at £|ack 
lUser, was th^ i relieving the distresses, and len^ 
doavouring to prolong ithe lives elithese hdpless 
ipspvderoKS.^ * I biegrto state, tbat in my tealiinAOBy, 
lan^rci'I. speak 'Of tb«feplies< of thepefople, tQ-^me^ 
Iliel'tpartieiiUrly^pixjbn^ that it'8lK>uld be<cl^arly 
imdqrst^d^ as I «pereeive by an in&unpus jwbU* 
cat|oii# by, a nian of the* name of Hastie^, that the 
most trinial exftrei^sn^s of Mr. Bennett and my- 
S6ll4^ve been t^iit ett^ and Ihe tnoM; £atl$e decla- 
rmmiS'nside ttse.of. 
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Qtiesiiofi Ihf 'Ms Mc0€sttf*s Superinttndentl Oh' 
the oath you have t^ken, did you ever, as ^ke6per 0^ 
the records of this country, or in any other capA^-- 
city, under any pretence whatsoever, seiie and 
cal'ry' off from the Mosquito Shore, any property 
statlEJd'to belong to the persons who have signed 
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the ftiemorial which you have heard read ? - 

■ Answer. 1 never did. ' -V *'^^ 

'^ Questim: 'Did you tfirectly^ oir Wdiretetly^tftit-^ 
rejrtiWously sell, conceal, or in aiiy Whip m'lteftei* 
or way dispose of^ any propert;^ so iiiai^d In'tH^ 
nieiridHal? . ^ '■ ' " ' ^^^ <f 

^' Answer: Ineverdid. ' ■ ^ - - i^\ .---r i!</-;m 

' ^i^sfion. 'Did a person by the name df ^G^bi^ 
Augtfstitie Low, or afiy of »thfe* psirtners 6ft!k<# 
hoiis^ of IJ^hfer; 'Fri6fcer, and Co;, iever defaiahd^ 
ill the ?Ast . year froni you any acfe^uut of lisyi 
ptbperty ? if they did, did you refuse lo gr«irt i^ 
theih?' ■ * '' * *• '* • '^■' ' '.-■ --.i: .i'j'^'t ol 

• 'Ansmer. ' No ohe ever demanded any acicdftirif 
frtom me ; and if they had, 1 could not have giV**^ 
il, ^s^I knew nothing about it. 'n.a nm 

* Question. As you wei'e stent to the-MosquiW^ 
Shbr^j on his Majesty's servte^, did you ever peif^ 
stiade* or induce any person there td iqdit ihi^ir^Ui-^ 
pldymtebt, or business, or lefave their governor ? ^ 

Answer. I most solemnly swear, Itaevet didi- * 

Qvi^Hpn. Did you ever directly or indirectly* 

eUtea* into any plan or league with Colotiel Helctor 

Halt, the Lieutenant-Goveruor^or any of hiiSfp^- 
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ple^ on the Mosquito l^ore, or any boijy cil^^io 
break up the settlement on that l^hore^ Qr :Vea[kpv.e; 
tbe property therefrom ? , . , , » 

Answer. No, never. 

Question. Did you, in any capacity, offer, any 
oj^sition^in the months of August an^d Septem- 
ber last, to Mr. George Augustine Low, in hisen^ 
deavours to trace the various causes of tbe re- 
moval qf property , as well as the manner in v^hich 
t\^ proceeds of the sales made in this settlement 
bav^ been appropriated? 

Answer. No, I did not; but I deem it n^^cesr. 
sary.on this question, to explain the cau^e, of a 
4elay that took place in the noting of Colonel 
hfiwls protest, as it appears to me, that s^Gb delay 
l|i(8 been construed and perverted in^o opppsin 
tfop. I think it was on the 5th of Septei^iber^ 
l^st year, Cokmel Low applied to me ^ note 
his protest against Messrs. Bennett, Pickstoek, 
\^fil&h, Colonel Hall, and Martin: I topk dQwi> 
4^, beads of his protest. I believe, on tl^e 
dtb of September, he again applied to me, and. 
st^tedt be must include my name, as also t^at 
of Mr. Wright. No sooner had he ordered tksi 
Sf^t protest, than I acquainted Mr. Bennett;, 
Mn Walsh, and Colonel Hall, of the same; Mr. 
Piekstock and Mr. Wright I could not acqu£tint, 
a3 they were on their way to the kingdom of Guar 
tjmala, thej^, or on their return. This is: the ^aur 
tiiie of my duty as clerk of the court TJie OusftpA]^ 
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and inaiinerof noting a prcteist here, wh^^ tbere 
k no BOtaiy pablite, id> that the derk of tbe 
court, on receiving the note, waits upon three 
m^strates to report, and on their acquieseence, 
he enters the notation on the record4>ook : at the 
period Golooel Hall applied to me to note his 
pfotest, there was only one magistrate in town, 
namely, Mr. Bennett, and he was con<^erned ; and 
by the custom and usage of our courts could hot 
act. In consequence, I applied t<y bis Affajefcty^'id 
Superintendent, represented to him the^ase, and 
requested instructions how I was to proceed, in 
order io note Colonel Low's protest; he directed 
me to wait a day or two, a^ probaMy two magis* 
trates, who were at St. Geoi^'s KiBy, migbt com^ 
down t I did so. In the meantime Colonel Low 
again applied; and urged his request, and ex- 
pressed discontent at not having hiAlproteirt; notedl 
I again waited on bis Majesty^s Saperintendefnt, 
and reported Colonet Low's strong desire* on the 
subject ; he directed me itistantty to write to St. 
George^ Key, for the two tnagistrates vrtio Were 
there; which I did. William Gentle, Esq. armed 
on the evening of the 9tb, f^^m that place ; Mr. 
August, as I nndenitand, did not, from siek^ 
ness, attend. On the morning of the liMh, W5f- 
liam Grehtle, Esq. attended at the court bous^, 
td note Colonel Low's protest ; Mr. Bennett was 
thea sitting at the magistrates' table : on Mr. 
Gentle^s taking his seat, I commeheed relating^the 
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beads of the protest, as taken down by me, when 
Mr. Bennett immediately rose. After I bad done, 
as my name was included in the protest, I felt a 
delicacy in acting as clerk of the court, and I im* 
mediately arose from the magistrates' table, and 
did not at all officiate there ; Mr. Bayntno, the 
assistant clerk of the court, being the person who 
officiated on that occasion : I offered no opposi^ 
tion in any shape; nor was it in my power to do 
80, ereit if I felt inclined, as public officers can 
never make records of themselves, which are cj^niy 
fsecords under the sanction of the magistrates* 
( Questiofi. Is there any record or minute in yoiif 
office, as keeper of the public records, wfaer ^ the 
maigistrates of the settlement have ordered,, de^* 
lere^d, soggested, proposed, or planned, the break,- 
kig Up of the settlement made on the Mosquito 
Sbera, by the agents of Sir Gregor M'Gregor, or 
for the appropriation of, or intermeddling with, 
any part of the property brought from there ? ^ 

^Answer, There are no such minutes or records 
iomy office. It is true, there are records where 
jthe name of Poyais is mentioned, highly honour-- 
able to this settlement: first, two votes of the 
piublic authorizing every expense for the relief :of 
these unfortunate people ; secondly, the measures 
adopted for the relief of the people of the brig 
Skcad, who would have been, according to tho 
captain's statement, in a state of starvation in a 
few days ; thirdly, two letteris from the Right 

H 
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Honourable Earl B^thurst, one ej^pressive of iupf 
Majesty's gratification at the conduct of the 
settlers, especially of Mr. Bennett ant| of thq 
witness [this was inserted at the suggestion of .his 
Majesty's Superintendent]; the other, letter ex- 
^ pressive pf the pleasure that his Lordship had 
received of the accounts of their prompt ftnd hn^r 
mane measures to alleviate (he distresses of ti^itfe 
unfortunate persons : the proceedings of which 
fit a public meeting his Majesty's Superant^mlient 
h^ forwarded. Ilis Lordship's letter of the 30tll 
of August, 1823, wherein his Majesty expr^$f» 
his approbation at the condiact of the inhabiti^^ets^ 
also particularly describes th^t his Lordship ig 
copamanded by his Majesty to signify to bkn^ 
Major General Codd, his Majesty's entire appi'f)^ 
bation of his conduct on that occasion! So far 
is the name of Poyais on the rec(Mi«ds of t^is 
country. 

Question. Are not all proceedings of the q^t 
gistrates in their official capajciti^s entered by yau 
on the records of this settlement, and at all t\m^ 
fprtbcomii^g? 

Answer. They are alwfiys entered by me. 6c 
by the assistant keeper of the records, and thegr 
are always forthcoming. It is not to be under* 
stood by this that eyery trifling conversation. ifii 
put on record, but only such as are strictly public 
land appUcable to the question, of wh^ch the ne^-* 
gistrates ^re always the judges. 
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CkkLONfiL Hkctor Hall, the lafe Lieutenant 
♦ Governor of the Establishment at Black River, 
> Mosquito Shore, called Poyais, called by his 

Mqjestjfs Superintendent ^ and sworn. 

Question. Were you not Lieutenant Governor, 
under the Poyaisiaii government, of a town or dis- 
trict styled St. Joseph'!^, Poyais, situated at or near 
Bltick River, on the Mosquito Shore ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. State, as far as comes within your 
knowledge, all the! circumstances attending the 
i&rrivU of Messrs. Bennett atid Westby on the 
Mosquito Shore, and your subsequent evacuation : 
and in what manner these gentlemen, and the ma- 
gistrates of this settlement, are identified in the 
business. 

Answer. When Messrs. Bennett and Westby 
arrived at Black River, on the Mdsquito Shore, 
in the. laftter end of April last year, I was atbsetrt 
at Cape Gracias h Dios, whetice t returned and 
«rrsved af IBtikek River, accompanied by the In- 
diam King, on the 6tb of May following. 

. It being late, hia Majesty's Superintendent here 
sldjoiimed the meeting until to-morrow moriii^g, 
al te» o'clock. 

Saturday y June 1 2, 1824. 
Present, his majesty's Superintendent, Major 

General Codd, William Hall, and George 

Gibson, Esquires. 

At the opening of the meeting, his Majesty's 
Superintendent having taken his seat. Colonel 
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Hall, the Lieutenant Go vera or, appeared at thfe 
bar to continue his evidence, when the secretietry 
of bis Majesty's Superintendent handed a letter to 
Mr. Low, who was in the court. His Majesty's 
Superintendent then acquainted the magistrates, 
that the letter which had been handed to Mr. 
Low, was in answer to one which he had received 
from him. Mr. Low, having perused the letter 
from tke secretary of his Majesty's Superintend- 
ent, left the court house, and previous to Colonel 
Hall's resuming his evidence, his Majesty's Superi^ 
intend^nt then directed the letters to be jead, and 
entered on the records of the settlement, whieli 
was done accordingly, as follows :«— 

Belize, June 12, 1824. 
Sir, 

Before the commencement of proceed-* 
ings this day, 1 take the liberty of suggesting 
for your consideration one point, which I consider 
materially necessary, and in so doidg I feel my- 
self fully justified from the relative situation in 
which I stand with all the parties concerned in 
Poyaisian afiairs; I allude to the notification I 
received from Mr. Secretary Codd, acquainting 
me that a public investigation would take place at 
the court-house, on Thursday, the 10th instant, at 
12 o'clock, to consider the subject matter contained 
in a memorial transmitted by Earl Batburstto you, 
and which communication leaves me in ignorance 
whether I should reply to the evidence given in 
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court, or ci*08s-exaoiiDe the fritDee^es wbo havf 
been called: the necessity of such a course 19 
manifestly obvious, from the nature of the written 
testimony given before ^be couf't yesterday; and 
the investigation being public, before a beqch pf 
magistates, I trust you will p^rpiit me, as tht^ 
agept apd attorney of the parties concerne4» tf 
pursue that mode of practice, which indulgence 
I most respectfully solicit; for, as it now at$(n4^ 
I consider it an ex parte proceeding, leading i( 
impossible for. me to elicit those points so.inti^ 
9»ately connected with thesub^nce^of the.oifH 
Qioriah I have the honour to be, 1- 

Sir, ^ ' . ii 

With consideration ^nd respect, , 

Your most obedient 

and very humble Servant» 

Geo. Aug. Low^ 

Major General Codd^ ^c. Sfc. ^c. 

Belize. 



Secretary's Office^ Belize^ Honduras, 

12th June, 1824. 
Sib,. 

I am commanded by his Majesty's Su- 

perintend^it to reply to your letter of yesterday'^ 

date, and to inform you that the public investigaf* 

tion DOW instituted, be has deemed necessary- for 

his own satisfoction, and to give the requisite ex- 
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|daaatlo08 to' Iris Majesty's Secretary of State ^ be 
<:annot therefore admit any interference in Ms 
tourse of proceedings. 

The notification given to you was directed by 
him for the purpose of making you aware/ that 
pnblfdty, not concealment, was his object; and 
by which yon and your constituents, would be 
atforded every opportunity to gain the fullest in- 
ftmnatiou respecting the transactions of which 
tbdy compl&in. 

This, his public investigation could have no 
ittfluence on, nor will in any way prevent yoni^ 
sq^peaUng to, the courts of this settlemlent fdr the 
redress of any injury you imagine yourself, or 
those for whom you are acting, have sustained ; 
and whatever mafy be urged to the contrary, his 
Majest/s Superintendent feels confident that 
every justice will be done. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) P. C. Codd, Secretary. 
Mr. Geo. A. Law. 

CoLON£L Hai^l then resumed his Evidence. 

I found Messrs. Westby and Bennett there. 
At this time, disease, which before my departure 
commenced its progress with no common seve- 
rity, was now increasing with alarming rapidity. 
Nine persons died during the short period of tey 
absence^ and upwards of one himdred and twenty* 
more were languishing on sick bieds^ scarcely* 
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Mr. Bennett told me he had been commissipned 
by his Majesty's Superintendent, Major General 
Codd, to convey ,pr^ents to the late Indian 
Ri^g : that previous to leaving Belize^ having 
^eard of our distress, he tpucjied at Black Rivor^. 
M^ith fx view. Qjf alfordifjg ns.fijll the assistance ji^e 
was able : that he had been importuned by soiQe 
of the settler^ to convey lii^en^ to Belize, but had 
determined not to comply with their wishes witb-^ 
Qiff, ffiy consent* At this Udq^ some of the settlers 
W^ere nearly najced, and. few bad the means o^ 
shiftiqg; our small stock of neoeeisarie? haviDg* 
heeixe^pended» and none procurable in the coua- 
try, even had we the means of purchasing them/ 
In .a^(}ition to ];hese distressing embarrassments^ 
the surgeon of the settlement, Mr. Douglas, Vf9s 
severely attacked by fever^ and declared bi^ iv* 
tention of proceeding with Mr. Bennett the next 
morning to Belize, unless he received his arrears 
pf pay ; his stock of medicine he stated as nearly 
expended. After a short interview with him, he, 
however, consented to stay a short time longer. 
Soon thereafter I received a lyritten communi- 
cation from him, which I beg to offer to the 
court, as follows : — 

To Colonel Hall. 
Sir, 

Tbe.alarming sickness which prevails 

to such an extent among the settlers, recently 
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landed from England, requires their immediate 
removal. 

I feel myself called on to state my opinion, that, 
should such removal be delayed, the most fatal 
consequences are to be apprehended. T%e want 
of shelter, of fresh pirovisibns, of good water, of 
dothing, and the privations we suffer from many 
other causes, preclude any reasonable hope of 
improvement during our residence here; and, 
under such disadvantages, the approaching wet 
season may be expected to complete our destruc- 
tlion. I myself, from severe indisposition, am at 
present able to render little or no assistance to the 
sick ; the stock of medicine brought from Eng- 
land is now nearly e:s^pended, without any pros- 
pect of obtaining another supply. Under these 
circumstances, I trust that you will see the neces- 
sity of facilitating our immediate removal. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

James Douglas, Surgeons 

Black River ^ Mosquito Shores 
May 7ih, 1823. 

Under so many complicated evils, surrounded by 
so much misery, and no relief, immediate or re- 
mote expected, the rainy season about to com- 
mence, without proper food, clothing, or shelter, 
the revocation of thePoyaisian grant by the King's 
proclamations, all of which I offer to the court ; 



65 

The disorderly conduct of the greatest part of 
the settlers, and especialljr the want of medicioe 
and medical aid, uciited to the apparent hostility 
of the natives, and want of available iiinds, the 
preservdttioD of We became in my mind an object 
of primary solioitode, as the duty I owed to God 
and to society; end to this qonsideraHon every 
other yielded. 

The Proclamations were here read as foljows*: 

Town of Cape Grwias a Dios. 

Feb. Wth, 1823. 
Sir, 

I have his Majesty's commands to ackiiow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
and I am commanded to state to you, that in 
consequence of General M'Gregor not fulfilling 
his engagement with his Majesty, his Majesty does 
consider General M*Gregor's sending a-ny person 
to this territory to be null and void : but that 
the persons settling there at present " have his 
Majesty's sanction, as long as they behave as per- 
sons settling for the benefit of trade ;" and that 
they bave no objections taking the oath of alle- 
giance to his Majesty, and to conform to the laws 
of his kingdom. By his Majesty's commands. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Yottr obedient Servant, 

Secretary Vanks. 
To Lieut. Colonel Hull^ 

Slack Rivery Mosquito Shore. ; 

I 

t 
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' I, George Frederic Augustus the Second, by 
tljiedraoe of God^ King of the Mosquito Nation^ 
do hereby decree the grant of land given to Sir 
Gr^or M^Gr^or null ^and void^ he not having 
fulfilled his contract with me, agreeably to his 
stipulation; and having contracted a debt on a 
part of oiy territory, without my consent, assum- 
ing to himself the title of Cazique of Poyais, de- 
claring the aforesaid grant to be an Independent 
State. 

Therefore, be it known to all those persons, 
purchased lands, ^that the aforesaid lands shall 
be the lawful property, after being signed by me ; 
that all persons holding grants of land will make 
their claim by the first of January, 1824, as they 
will be forfeited after that date : and all grants of 
land, sold by Sir Gregor McGregor since the first 
pf January, 1823, are declared null and void. 

Given under my Hand at Cape Gracias a 

Dios this 28th Day of March, in the 

Year of our Lord 1823. 

George Frederic Augustus, 
(Indorsed) King of the Mosquito Nation. 

Colonel Hall^ present. 

I, George Frederic Augustus the Second, by 
the Grace of God, King of the Mosquito Nation, 
do wish to decline all further concerns with Sir 
Gregor M'Gregor, or any of his representative, 
respecting the Poyais Government, as the Mos- 
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quite Nation knows no such Govermnent ; as he 
Sir Gregor McGregor has not fo^fitled his stipala^ 
tions with me : and any applications cdncerBihg 
the settlers or merchants must be made to the 
Poy ais Gov^nment, or to the Grand Caziqne. 

Gborge Frederic. Augustus, 

King of the Mosquito Nation. 

To Colonel Hall. 

Should Colonel Hall wish to have an interview 
with me respecting any private business of his 
own, I am ready to grant it. 

Sir, 

I commit this letter (that you will receive 
per bearer) to your charge, which you will have the 
goodness to open in presence of all the settlers at 
'Black River, when you arrive there. 

(Signed) George Frederic Augustus, 

King of the Mosquito Nation. 
Cape Grdcias a Dios^ April 5th. 
To Colonel Hall. 

George Frederic Augustus, King of the Mos- 
quito NoUiony to the Settlers at Black River. 

My will and pleasure is, I have guaranteed 
to you the possession of all the lands you may 
have purchased at Black River, within my king- 
dom, from General McGregor, that you may enjoy 
the property unmolested you have purchased from 
the aforesaid ; after the deeds being countersigned 
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by iB6f aod %hB pP^fi¥ietov takuig dkeofnth of alle* 
gmoce, wbd<ib iDMt be donehj tfa^ I^of Jaalifliaty; 
1824: BO one wHI be permitted te remaki, nor 
hold landed ptopei ty in the kingdom unless the 
said stipulations a)re fulfilled ^ those that have not 
purchased laad heretofore, shall have fifty acres 
at twenty 'five cente per acie, to be paid to me 
within five years after the date of purchase, either 
in money, goods, or service : I shall appoint a 
fiamnftissiofier to cariry the' s^ne ittlo> efifebt I do 
Ji^id»y furthermore command you to treat the i^ 
habitants with civility and reject, and be eau^ 
tious not to infringe upon public law, or private 
right, but make yourselves acquainted with their 
laws and customs, for any deviation from the same 
will end in their total alienation from the English 
(to whom otherwise they will be respectful), with 
the ruin of your property and probably your lives. 

I will give a constitution to the kingdom, as well 
for the benefit of the subject as the sovereign, 
founded upon justice to Christians of all persua- 
sions, who may worship God according to the dic- 
tates of their own conseience. 

All ceases between man and man areto be decided 
between wise and honest arbitrators, for the pre- 
sent, until men of wisdom and integrity are ap- 
pointed to fill i^p those places that their education 
and abilities entitle them to. No taxes shall be 
laid, on for one year^ commencing from the 1st of 
5Tani>ary last past, until the 1st of Januai^ 1824. 
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dpsenpii^ofi^ ar^ ' j^obilHtad from \miog, ktmied m 
my dominions without my orders; md any person 
ep peraoQS^ aiding, or a8st($;ting. (knowing, tke same 
to be military staregi)^ that shall ii0t,gii» informal 
tioi^to «fi€i^/or my officers reaidiiig ioofi near the 
pjdeoy withinrtweftty^four hours i^Aar ih^same shall 
be laoded^ shaiU b6 deeii»ed as a traitor to this 
eoimtryr s^ suier the sc^ntenoe. of the law. 

Dime' at Qafie^Qraicia^a Dios^in the .Year 
0f 'Oui; I^sftd xw)Q tlMmsaofd toighA b widnA 
«ild rtwei^tyrtbreef, .^n.tbs fifth day :cif 
AprilX: and m Ihe eeveolb Year oC wtt 
Reig0. ' . 
(Signed},* OittOWkM f:B£DEAie Avgvstvb, 

Ki9tff qfihe: Mosqmit^ 



united, I reqnertdd 
Mr. Bestiett/to convey si^ty-six persons the most 
sef erd^ aflicfeed by /sickness^ to Belize t i also 
addressed a letter to Br^de Majcnr Baldwin^ en*- 
treating Major General Codd» td^preTisntthe waste 
e( life, would be pleased to remote the ^ole of 
the settlers to BeH^. The letter is as follows : 
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Blmk JRiver, 7th Mny^ I9a&. 
To TVE Major of Brigade^ Honduras^ 

SlRf 

I have the booo^r to address you for in- 
formation of Major General Godd, his Majesty^s 
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Superintendent and Conunandant of the Troops at 
Honduras, and regret exceedingly, under circum- 
stances of peculiar distress. 

A party of settlers, amounting in all to about 
two hundred persons, men, women, and children, 
arrived here some months ago, with a view of pro^ 
secuting agricultural and commercial pursuits; 
most ofthem having purchased land of Sir Gregor 
M'Gregor, who was understood to have obtained 
a grant of a considerable extent of territory from 
the King of the Mosquito Nation, but which grant 
his Majesty declines to confirm, and which, to- 
gether with the insalubrity of thie climate, and 
their having been thrown into a wilderness desti- 
tute of resource, have caused the most alarming 
indisposition, insomuch, that the greater part are 
languishing on beds of sickness. Wishing to 
preserve the lives of so many British subjects, 
I entreat you may be pleased to lay this matter 
before the Major General, who, I trust, with his 
accustomed humanity^ will afford such relief as 
his wisdom may suggest. 

Should the Major General deem it expedient 
to send vessels for the removal of the passengers 
and stores from this inclement country, I am in* 
formed by Mr. Bennett, now here, that two ves- 
sels similar in size to the Mexican Eagle, would 
be sufficient for the transport of the settlers' pro^ 
visions and stores; the latter considerable in 
<)uantity. 
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I b^ leave to add, tliat Captain Hedgcock, the 
master of the Honduras Packet, ivho carried a 
part of the passengers and goods to this countiy, 
has unlawfully appropriated to himself the greater 
part of the provisions: and stores, intended fotthe 
use and comfort of the settlers, \vhich has ma- 
terially added to the present calamity . 
1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

H. Hall. 

P. S. I enclose herewith a transcript of a 
istatement this instant received from Mr. Douglas^ 
the surgeon, on the subject of the above letter. 

H. Hall. 

To this letter, I received the following answer : 

Government Hause^ Belize^ Honduras^ 

May nth, 1823. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 7th instant, which 
having laid, in conrpliatice with your wish, before 
Major General Godd, he has commanded me to 
say in reply, that in consequence of your solici- 
tation and distressing representation, confirmed by 
Marshal Bennett, Esq., a magistrate of this settle- 
ment, an eye-witness of the scene; together with 
the truly calamitous state in which that part of 
the sufferers saved by his humanity arrived, with 



other documents laid before bim, that be does 
not hesitate to place at y<mr disposal the nieam 
of rc^ef, by sending the Mejcican Eagle, fitted 4ip 
to acGomitiOdate for so ^hort a passage, the whole 
of l^e retnaibitig oiifler«s; but I am directed to 
-add^ that the General strictly prohibits the re- 
ceiving on board this vessel any public stores 
whatsoever, except a sufficiency of necessaries for 
the use of the sufferers to Belize, as he can only 
determine on the future measures to be adopted 
in respect to these stores, after an interview with 
yourself. 

I have, &c. 

C J. Baldwin, 
Major of Brigade. 
H. Hall, Esq. 
Black River, Mosquito Shore. 

Mr. Bennett's schooner in a short time returned 
to Kack River, where every individual belonging 
to the settlemiant, with the excerption of ope man 
nactoed Todd, were more or less attacked by, sick- 
ness ; ^hole families were confined to bed^ and 
frequently ha^ not the means of obtaipiug a 
draiiglrt of cold water. One hundred and four 
ipeiSQw, or thereabouts, were immedial^ly e^i- 
<bariked$ a few were left in .diaiigpe of the.stoiDes, 
and ^deeoiin^ it nacessary that I ishould .proceed 
te Baliae^ owt from natives of pc^pspnal consider- 
AlMn, thoiigli auiering aeverel^r from'Sioknessy.bttt 
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to frame arr^ugemeate for thq remoralof tfaestores, 
which necessarily followed' that of' the Isiettlefir;: 
I proceeded ia the schooner toBeliae/ I under*- 
stood from Mr. Walsh, who came by the schooner, 
that it was Major General Codd's particular de- 
sire, that no pnUie stores ^ould on .that occasion 
be • recei v€yl oa board the* scb6oner: i to' Micooi'- 
plish my object in reoMving, the stores toi Belize^ 
I chartered Mr,' Bennett's schooner^iii which I 
returned to BUck ' River^ where she .was fmliy 
laden with a part of the sh>re$ andproivisioii^^i^and' 
proceeded to Beliae. A coDsid^rable pavt still te^ 
maining behind, I once more engaged this vessel,' 
and returned a second time to Black River, 
where she was fully laden with stores, with which, 
and the persons left in charge of Ihem, we re.- 
turned to Belize. Some pieces of ordnance^ and 
a few other heavy articles were left behind, as they 
could not be taken away. Eictreme anxiety of 
miad, severe fatigue,, and exposure to. the climate^ 
had now seriously affected my health, insonuicb, 
that my recovery seemed improbable^ aad though 
much recovered, my constitution has been irrepa-^ 
rably injured. The last portion of the stores^ &c. 
reached Belize oh or about the 25th of June, 
1823. A committee was appointed to superintend 
the application of the vJery liberal provisioQ made 
by the Belize Go vemmeni for the sick: it consisted 
of Messrs. Pickstock and Walsh, Lieutenant 
WiHis, R. A., and the late Dr. Johnson; those 

K 
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gentleioen at my request kindly undertook the 
sale and appropriation of those stores, as per 
account, which I now exhibit to the court, as^ 
follows : — ' 

Sales of sundry provisions, and other articles, 
l^rought from Black River, on the Mosqi}ito Shore, 
by Hector Hall, Esq., acting under the authority 
of Sir Gregor McGregor, in the schooner Mexican 
Eagle, and sold by his order, by the committee 
for regulating thie expenditure for the relief of the 
unfortunate distressed persons brought from that 
country. 

Lots. Purcha$trt. Articles. £• s, d. 

1 May Flower • • « • Ullage cask beef • 

2 Geo. A. Usher • • barley 

3 May Flower • • • • Tierce beef 

4 Mar*. Bennet* • • • flour • • • • 

5 Serjt. Darley • • • rice •-*•• 

6 RameedeSouree* ditto •••• 

.7 WilliaoiHughes* • — ditto • . • • ' 

9 Dr. Jordan • • • • — ditto • • • • 

10 Seijt. Cane ditto .... 

11 Oriando Sutlil.* . ditto .... 

M Ditto • • • ditto . . . • 

13 Louis Audinette.- ditto .... 

14 Mary Tillett • . • • — — flour • • • • 

15 Mar*. Bennett- . . — ; rice • • . . - 

16 John Brown • • • • • ditto .... 

17 Serjt. Hughes • . . ditto .... 

18 Jane Barnes .... ditto i . • . ' 

19 Serjt. Williams. . flour • . . . 

20 Serjt. Darley* • . • ditto .... 

21 RobertKedding. • ditto .... 

22 George Garnett" . ditto . • • • 

23 Mar*. Bennett • • • — — . ditto • • . • 

Carry forward £80 15 



£. s. 


d. 


3 1 


8 


1 1 


8 


4 





6 


8 


3 10 





4 18 


4 


4 3 


4 


5 16 


8 


4 3 


4 


4 13 


4' 


5 





2 13 


4 


3 10 


a 


1 13 


4 


5 





3 16 


8 


4 16 


8 


3 10 





5 





2 13 


4 


3 3 


4' 


4 3 


4 
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Loi^. Purckaun, • Artieles, ^ £, $. d, £. t, d. 

Brought forward 80 15 

ft4 Thos. Paslow • • • • Tierce flour • » • * '.368 

26 Joseph Sweasy*** ditto ••• 4 6 8 

26 Serjt Cane ditto • • • 3 3 4 

27 Serjt. Williams. . . — : ditto ... 534 

28 Wm. Flowers . • - • — ditto • •• .534 

29 Seijt. Darley ..... rice • • . • 500 

30 Sent. Cane ...... — ditto... 6 3 4 

31 GeorgeGarnett.^. Ullage cask beef » 2 3 4 
3Q Pierre St. Germain — 'ditto • 40 

£118 6 

CHARGES. 

Tor paid C: BuU/cryer's fees 2 



««*.• 



luiMhy 
barrels, andstoringy &c..*. •^. ••• 17 6 3 7 6 

• . * • i. 

^^■iii ■ ■ II ii^ii^^fi 

Jamaica eurreocyy nett proceeds £114 17 6 

Honduras J 29th Jvhf^ 1823. 



I, Hector Hall, Esq., acting by and under 
the authority of SirGregor McGregor, do hereby 
certify, that having nearly completed the evacu- 
ation of the settlers at Black River, on the Mos- 
quito Shore, to the settlement of Belize^ in Hon* 
duras, I did, in consequence thereof, deem it ex- 
pedient to remove, if possible, the provisions and 
other stores remaining at Black River aforesaid, 
and under my control. And, to further this in* 
tention, I did hire from Marshal Bennett the 
schooner Mexican Eagle, and did ship, or cause 
to be shipped on board of said vessel at Black 
River aforesaid, at two distinct periods, as many 
of the said provisions ^nd other stores as the 
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vessel could convpnienti^ carry ; and with which 
I did proceed to . Belize aforesaid, .and landed 
them at said settleitieiit. 

And I do further certify, that* a considerable 
part of said provisions and other stores were in a 
perishable state, but in particular the dry provi* 
i^fops. I was indnced, under thi€^ consideration^ 
as also to defray expenses incurred, to cause some 
part thereof to be sold ; and which were so sold 
by the committee appointed by his, M^j^ty's 
Superintendent, for the purpose of regulating the 
expenditure for ' the relief of the unfortunate dis- 
tressed persons brought from that:ooantry , as will 
more fully appear by ^he annexed account of 
sales which I hereby approve aiM confirm ac- 
cordingly. 

Given under my hand at Belize, in Hon- 
. durap,. this 3d day of September, 1823. 

• H/Hall. 

W. SvTHERLAKB, lote S^wekeBper. 

[ (Witness) Thomas Block ley. 
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Sales of randry provisions and other articles 
brought ' from Black River, on the Mosquito 
Shore, by Hector Hall, £scj|.,'actmg' under the 
duthority of Sir Gregor M'Gregbr, in the schooner 
Me^idatn Eagle ; and sold h'jlAd 6tdet b^ the 
committee for regulating the expenditure for the 
relief of the unfortun&t^distr^ssdd perilous brought 
from' that country. 

Pvfchttten, Articles. £ t. d, £ t, d, 

James Hyde * • • 2 wheels and laxletree 8^8 

2 barrels' beef at 

m$:Bd. 8 13 4 

2ditto.... ......... 8 13 4 

William Usher • 2 ditto Sour at 

' 138i. 4d. 13 16 8 

2 ditto at M«. 9 

40 8 4 

Thomas lies* • • 1 ditto beef 4 6 8 

1 ditto V 4 1 8 

James Parker* • 1 lot augurs • • • ' 3 16 8 

7 18 4 

G. A. Usher**« 1 barrel beef 4 3 4 

1 ditto 4 6 

1 ditto salt* 18 4- 

N. Suttle 1 ditto oatmeal 2 

' 1 box gun-locks 2 10 

1 barrel flour T 5 

17 3 9 

Thos. Flowers * 1 ditto beef 4 3 4 

Wm. Gabourel* 1 ditto 4 3 4 

John S. August* 1 ditto *« 4 3 4 

Michael Gavin • l ditto •**• 4 34 

George Sproat • 1 ditto 434 

Serjt. Caesar* • • 1 ditto 4 3 4 

Wm. Flowers • * 2 ditto flour at 1405. • 14 

Clara Faslow • * 1 ditto 600 

Wm.H.Coffin 1 ditto beef 4 18 

William Hughes 1 ditto flour 5 18 



Carried over* *•«•••* £136 5 5 



Pvrchaters* 

Brought over 
R. de Source • 
Thomas Frain 
Serjt. Hughes 
Geo. B. Carter 
J, Johnson • • • 
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Artielet, 



Thos. Ptckstock 



Mr. Kennedy • • 
Jacob Muslaar • 
George Westby, 
for Free- 
School 

Mar*. Bennett* 



} 



1 barrel rice ••• 

2 ditto oatmeal at 20s. 

1 ditto bread 

1 box planes No. 6 • • 
1 roll parchment 
1 box axes • • • 

1 ditto 

1 ditto books* 
6 sheets iron • 



im 

7 
2 
1 



» • • • 



3 10 
8 
5 6 8 
16 8 



1 lot books 

1 lot files and slates 



3 boxes books ••••«. 
20 barrels beef at * • • 

81«.8rf.*. .•••••• 

1 lot tools No. 1 • •^» • 

1 ditto spades 3* • • • • 
1 ditto planes 4 • • • • • 

1 ditto 5 

1 turning lathe 7 • * • • 
1 cask trowels ••'•!* 

1 ditto axes • • • 

1 box saws 

1 ditto planes No. 11* 

X ditto military stocks 

12.............. 

1 ditto trowels 13 • • • 
1 ditto saddlery* • • • • 

1 ditto tools 15 

1 lot scales and weights 
1 ditto wire ........^ 

1 ditto mixed tools 19 
1 box sundry irons 22 
1 lot anvils and bel- 
lows • •.• 

1 lot trumpets 27 . • • 

1 ditto files 

1 ditto cooper's tools 
30 -^ 



81 13 4 

9 13 4 

13 

8 

9 13 4 
11 Q 8 



3 

4 

15 

9 

1 
1 
2 
4 
11 
1 
5 
3 



6 8 
3 4 




13 4 
13 4 

6 8 

6 8 

10 

10 

6 8 



14 8 

9 9.8 

9 

10 3 4 



5 
3 


3 

10 13 
4 



12 13 

4 13 
1 8 



d. 

5 
4 

4 
4 




4 
4 
4 



7 



239 



£426 15 5 
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Amount brought forward •••••«••••• . 426 15 6 

CHARGES. 

Paid for 1 dozen porter 1 00 

Ditto labourers, &c. 1118 

Ditto vendue-master's fees 2.00 

4 11 8 

Nett proceeds (Jamaica currency) 422 3 9 

E.E. 

Honduras, Sth of August ^ 1823. 

I, Hector Hall, Esq., actiDg by and under 
the authority of Sir Gregor M'Gregor, do hereby 
certify, that having nearly completed the evacua- 
tion of the settlers at Black River, on the Mosquito 
Shore, to the settlement of Belize, in Honduras, 
I did, in consequence thereof, deem it expedient 
to remove, if possible, the provisions and other 
stores remaining at Black Hiver aforesaid, and 
under my control ; and, to further this intention, 
I did hire for that purpose from Marshal Bennett 
the schooner Mexican Eagle, and did ship or 
cause to be shipped on board of the said vessel at 
Black River aforesaid, at two distinct periods, as 
many of the said provisions and other stores as the 
vessel would conveniently carry, and with which 
I did proceed to Belize aforesaid, and landed them 
at the said settlement. And I do further certify, 
that a considerable part of the said provisions and 
other stores were in a perishable state, but in par- 
ticular the dry provisions. I was induced, under 
this consideration, as also to defray expenses in- 
curred, to cause some part thereof to be sold, and 
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.which were so sold by the committee appointed 
by his Majesty's Superintendent, foe the purpose 
of regulating the expenditure for the relief of the 
unfortunate distresi^ed persons brought from that 
country ; a9 will more fully appear by the annexed 
account of sales, which I hereby approve and con- 
firm accordingly. 

Given under my hand ^t Btelize in Hon- 
djuras, this 3d day of September, 1823. 

H. Hall. 
W. Sutherland^ lat^ /Storekeeper* 

(Witness) Thomas Blockl£y> 



• J. 



Sale3 of sundry p^oyision^ and other articles 
brpught from Black River, on th^ Mosquito Shpre, 
by Hjector Hall, Esq,, ^qti^[^g^under Hiq aythority 
of Sir Gregor M*Gregpr, in.th^ sphooper Mqxicai\ 
Eagle, and sold.by hj^ orders by the committee for 
regulating the exp^Q.dit^ur^ for. the relief of. the 
unfortunate distre,ssed persons brought from that 
copntry. 



Purchaten,, Artkleu £^ «. d. £, s. d. 

T. Pickstock 2 drums 1 10 

.: , Alotoftia-' .*.. Id 4" '^ i 

1 barrel crockeiyware** • 13 4 

1 barrel flour 2 50 

5 18 

M. Bennett* • 2 drums •••• 100 

1 barrel of oatnreal . • . . • 0-68 

28 banreU beef, at 81<. 8il. 114 6 8 115 13 4 

Carry, forward £l20 15 
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FureXasen, Articies, £. s. d. £, t. d. 

Brought forward. •• 115 13 4 5 1 8 
2 barrels ositmeal, af i6s, 8cf. 1 13 4 
2 do. pork, at 10^8. 4^. • • • 10 6 8 
7 kegs gunp6^der, atlO^.- 3 10 

1 keg green paint 3 11 6 

4 canisters eAiety, and a lot 

of files and flint» •••*•••• 2 50 

I keg MiU • «• • 6 13 4 

1 box spike nails 1 

143r 13 4 

J. Muslaar • A lot camps 1 10 

A barref salt 1 1 ft 

1 keg^i^e * • • e M 8 

O. Suttle . . 1 barrel barley 118 

1 cask crockeryware 2 6 

9 boiJerSy and 3 baking-pots 5 16 

2^ firkins butter 2 68 

8 15 10 

W.Je«k«U. Akdger- 3 6 3 

F. Valpy - . A lot lead, &c. • • • • 3 6 8 

3^ iMn' potsy aivd 2 coffer 

meecsureft 1 8 4 

4 16 

l^de'%«rce 1 ftii&rGe beef 6 8 4 

fe tistel 1 barrel damaged' flow.--. 18 4 

Cai^tWrtsonH A tiense beef . . * .^ 4 13 4 

2 ditto 9 68 

■— 14 

]tf.eaviri-- 1 ditto 4 16 O 

J« P.Everett 1 ditto • 4 8 4 

Albf spike natls* •-^••---. 0142 

6 2 6 

G. A. Usher A tierce beef 4 34 

A ditto 4 18 

A keg shot • 2 16 8 

11 1 8 

VlMio8;Baime9 ^gAvdea p0t»* • • • • - tl^ 15 ft 

£211 11 & 
CHiARGhES. 

Tor fi^ siMidry labourers 11 8 

C. Bull, vendue fees and lotting 3 68 

-*-' 3 18 4" 

207 13 4 
h 
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£ 5, d. 

Brought over • 207 13 4 

Deduct from Marshal Bennett's purchase, 
for two tierces of beef found to be 
rotten ••• 8 3 4 

Nett proceeds (Jamaica currency) £l99 10 

. JEf* JE, 

Honduras^ 18th of October, 1823. 

I, Hector Hall, Esq,, acting by and under the au- 
thority of Sir Gregor M'Gregor, do hereby certify, 
that having nearly completed the evacuation of the 
settlers at Black River, on the Mosquito Shore, to 
the settlement of Belize in Honduras, I did, in 
consequence thereof, deem it expedient to remove 
il possible the provisions and other stores remain^ 
mg at Black River aforesaid, and under my con- 
trol* And to further this intention, I did hire 
ffom Marshal Bennett the schooner Mexican 
£agle, and did ship or cause to be shipped on 
board of the said vessel, at Black River aforesaid, 
at two distinct periods, as many of the said pro- 
visions and other stores as the vessel could con- 
veniently carry, and virith which I did proceed to 
Belize aforesaid, and landed them at the said set- 
tlement. 

And I do further certify, that a considerable 
part of said provisions and other stores were in 
a perishable state ; but in particular the dry pro- 
visions. I wasi induced, under this consideration 
as also to defray expenses incurred, to cause some 
part thereof to be sold ; arid which were so sold 
by the committee appointed by bis Majesty's Su- 
perintei)dent for the purpose of regulating the 



83 

expenditure for the relief of the unfortunate dis- 
tressed persons brought from that country, as will 
more fully appear by the annexed account of 
sales, which I hereby approve, and confirm ac- 
cordingly. 

Given under my hand, at Belize, in Hon- 
duras, this 18th day of October, 1823. 

H. Hall. 
Wm. Sutherland, Storekeeper. 

Sales of sundry provisions and other articles 
brought from Black River, on the Mosquito Shore, 
by Hector Hall, Esq., acting under the authority' 
of Sir Gregor McGregor, in the schooner Mexican 
£agle, and sold by his order, by the committee 
for regulating the expenditure for the relief of the 
unfortunate distressed persons brought from thai 
country. 

Purchawu Articles. 

Henry Moore • A small printiog press, £ s. d. £ s. d. 

and 2 boxes types • • 40 

L box ditto 3 

43 

Mar'. Bennett* A large printing press, 

and 4 boxes types • • 58 

2 boxes types 17 6 8 

2 bales printing paper, 

at 78«. 8d 7 13 4 

2 ditto at 339. 4<f. • : . • 3 6 8 

2 cramps, at40«. 4 

1 ditto 2 1 8 

Lot coopers' anvils, 

mauls, &<s 2 3 4 

— pickaxes 1 6 8 

Plough and spare shares 1^8 

Carried forward.. £97 *5 £43 (i 6 
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Purchaser^, JnAclea, X '• ^^ £ «• <'• 

Brought forward* ••• 97 5 43 

Mar^ fi^DOett. A boiL adees ^ • 5 6 8 

files 2 

whip-saws 7 

■ ' < " suisoBji'faaiiiniers 10 

5 cwt. iron, at 15«. 5rf. 3 17 1 

A box wheel-tyres ... - 1 

Ditto ditto 2 

Lot of old iron 6 8 

119 15 5 

WiUiam Usher A bale printing paper -334 

1 cramp 2 1 8 

3 ditto, tit 96«. >^* • • • 5 1^ 

10 15 

John\y .Wright 1 ditto 2 1 8 

it»* Ferguson • I diilto • t . . . i IB 8 

John.S. August 1 ditto ^ . • 1 10 8 

2 barrels crockeryware 16 8 
' » - ' 2 ^me s»ws * • • It 2 

3 12 6 

5as. M'Donald A box, containing car- 
penters' tools, <&c. . • 2 16 8 
1 barrel mess pork . • • 5 13 4 

..., 8 10 ^ 

JaoobB.Everetl 1 cwt. iron 14 7 

Capt. Weller- • I axle and truck boxes, 

^^c 4 6 8 

5 cwt. iron, at 13f. \d* 3 6 8 
5 cwt. ditto, at 16«. %i. 4 3 4 

11 16 8 

Francis Valpy. 5 cwt. ditto, at 16*. 8rf. 4 3 4 

Charles Bull • • 1 cwt. ditto 16 8 

Odando Suttle 3 ullage casks beef • • • 4 3 4 

£211 5 10 
CHARGES. 

To paid sundry labourers Oil 8 

'— Charles Bull, vendue i^^%^ and 

lotting 3 6 8 

3 18 4 

Nett proceeds (Jamaica currency)* «• • £207 7 6 

HondK,ras, 21th October, 1823. 
I, Hector Hall, Esq., acting by and under the 
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authority of Sir Gregor McGregor, do hereby 
certify, that having nearly completed the evacuar 
tion of the settlers at Black River, on the Mos- 
quito Shore, to the settlement of Belize, in Hon- 
duras, I did in consequence thereof deem it ex- 
pedient to remove, if possible, the provisions and 
other stores remaining at Black River aforesaid, 
and under my control. And to further tiiis in- 
tention, I did hire from Marshal Bennett the 
schooner Mexican Eagle, and did ship or cause 
io he shipped on board of said vessel, at Black 
River aforesaid, at two distinct periods, as many 
of the said provisions and other stores as the ves- 
sel could conveniently carry ; and with which I 
did proceed to Belize aforesaid^ and landed th^n 
at said settlement. 

And I do further certify, that a considerable 
part of said provisions and other stores were in 
a perishable state, but in particalar the dry pro- 
visions. I was induced, under this consideration, 
as also to defray expenses incurred, to cause some 
part thereof to be sold, and which were so sold by 
the committee appointed by his Majesty's Super- 
intendent for the purpose of regulating the expen- 
diture for the relief of the unfortutiate distressed 
persons brought from that country, as will more 
fully appear by the annexed account of sales, 
which I hereby approve»aad confirm accordingly. 
Given under my hand at Belize, in Hon- 
duras, this 27th day of October, 1823. 
WiLUAM Sutherland, Storekeeper. H^Hai^l. 
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Dr. 




Colonel Hector Hall in account 






1823. 






£ 


«. 


d. 


Aug. 


18. 


To paid James Middiemas per order 


4 










16. 


Win. Sutherland 


15 





d 






R. Swann 


10 










27. 


James Middiemas 


4 








Sept. 


6. 


Wm. Sutherland 


5 










8. 


W. Crawford 


4 


13 


4 






James Middiemas 


4 










16. 


Colonel Hall 


10 










18. 


W. Sutherland 


5 








Oct. 


10. 


W. Windship 


21 


6 


8 




11. 


W. Sutherland 


5 










24. 


W. Sutherland 


5 








Nov. 


3. 


P. M'Gregor 


13 


6 


8 




7. 


Colonel Hall 


33 


6 


8 






W. Sutherland 


5 








Dec. 


2. 


W. Sutherland 


5 










8. 


Colonel Hall 


50 










23. 


Asa Hosmer 


16 


13 


4 


1824, 












Jan. 


14. 


Dr. Beck 


20 








Feb. 


3. 


Colonel Hall 


10 








1 


9. 


W. Southerland 


33 


6 


8 


March 1. 


Colonel Hall 


20 












Freight of the schooner 












Mexican Eagle, two trips to 












Black River and back • • • • 


400 












To Balance to be accounted for 


244 


5 


5 



£ 943 18 9 



Dr. Colonel Hector Hall in account 

1824. 

Api;il 19. To Cash paid Colonel Hall 

Ditto Ditto 

The following sums not yet paid 
on the Sales, viz. 
James McDonald s purchase (4 Sale) 
Wm. Usher's Ditto 4 
J. B. Everett's Ditto 4 
Thos. Frain's Ditto 2 
Balance paid Colonel Hall in full 

of this account 102 2 11 



19 


14 


2 


100 


8 


9 


8 


10 





10 


15 








14 


7 


2 









£244 5 5 



£• £« 

(Approved) H, Hall. 
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with the Committee y Sfc^ Cr, 

1823. £. s. d. 
Joly 29. By Dett proceeds of sales this day« 

as per account 114 17 6 

Aug. 8. Ditto Ditto 422 3 9 

Oct. 18. Ditto Ditto 199 10 

27. Ditto Ditto 207 7 6 



£943 18 9 



By Balance brought down and carried forward £ 244 5 6 



with the Committee^ 8gc. Cr. 

By Balance brought forward £ 244 5 5 



£244 5 5 



W. W. Walsh, i Members of the 
Thos. Pick stock, I Committee. 

Honduras^ April 19M, 1823. 



r » 
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. Colonel Hall continued. ' < 

I now beg to o&r my accoant of advances 
only, against the Poyais Government to th^ amount 
of 586 dollars, 95 centb^ not at all including my 
pay, &c« &c. I also offer another account, shew- 
ing the settlement of the monies ccMuiug into my 
hands from the sales ; and if I had not paid any 
thing to the respectable settlers, and the advances, 
and supposing I had received the whole £943 
185. 9^., Jamaica currency, the amount of sales of 
stores, &c*> the Poyais Government would still owe 
^p[ie j^279 1^. lid. : as it at present stands, they are 
indebted ta me £477 8^. 2d. as per account now 
j^an^ed in. 

The Petals Government 

To Lieut. Col. H. Hall. 

' 1B23. Dds. Cents. 

* April S. To cash advaoced as per Mr. Sutherland's 

receipt 75 

March IS. Paid one canoe and five men, from Patook 

River to Cape Gracios a Dios and back 

to Black River 29 50 

19. Paid for sails for a dorey, or canoe 11 

-' April 8. Paid Mr. Munay amount of cash borrow- 
ed by Mr. Westcott on account of the 
Government, dnring my absenoe at Black 

River ..••..... 16 

Paid Mr. Middlemas do.^ do« 14 

Paid four natives for landing gunpowder 

from K. Castle 1 

21. Paid for fresh provisions at four different 

times 8 20, 

29. Pftid three Mosquito men for conducting 

Mr. Booth and self to the Cape and back 22 



II. m 



Carritdi focwajRd 176 70 
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1B24. Dob. Centf . 

Broaght forward • 176 70 

27. Paid for a horse from Crate2 to CapeGra- 

cias Ji Dios •.• • 3 

28. Paid Louis a Caraib for superintend iog 

disembarkation of stores, and going to 

Cape Gracias k Dios, &c. • • • • • 12 

May 8. To entertaining the King of Mosquito 
Shore, and followers, from 6th to 12th 
inst., and presents to his Majesty, and 
embarking passengers to Belize, viz; 

45 Gallons of brandy 135 ^ 

5 Cases of wine of doz. each 

at 8 50 each » 42 60 

Fresh provisions, Sec. 25 . 

* 202 500 

Jaly. Paid the hire of five Mosquito men for 
briogiog Mr» Low from Cape Gracs iai 
Dios to Black River 27 50 

Paid one bolt Osnaburghs to Mr. Os- 
mer, for supplies furnished by him for 
government • • 36 85 

Paid wages to Quaco, a Spanish negro, for 
attendance on the sick, &c., at 12 dol* 
lars per month, from 7th June to this day 19 

Another Spanish slave per do. • • • 2 



IM*^ 



Total advance for Government 478 95 

Paid for 320 acres of l(ind, purchased from 
Major General McGregor, whose grant 
not being confirmed by the King, said 
. purchase became nail and void 170 

Due tome from Mi^br General M'Gregor. 648 j05 

DEDUCT. 

By cash returned by Mr. Booths 

on account of Government* •. 14 

One barrel beef • . . . . 17 

One do. pork • 14 

Crockery-ware 2 

Three pieces of Russia Drill* • • 15 

^ 02 

Due to Colonel Hidl ^ 586 95 

E» E* H. Hall. 

M 



I 



a 



s 

I 



111 



04 



■S 



SO-S : 
3^^ ! 



'"S 



li 
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To amount of my claims on the Poyaisian Govern- 
ment 823 8 

Do* Freight of Stores, &c. from Black River to 
Belize 400 

Jamaica currency £1223 8 
By produce of stores sold 943 18 9 

Balance due to me £ 279 1 11 

Had the proceeds of stores sold at Belize been appropriated 
to reimburse my advances, pay, &c. a balance would still remaiii 
due to me of £279 1^. 11^. as per the above statement. 

H. Hall. 



Colonel Hall then proceeded. 

The stores and provisions were mucji deterio- 
rated, from the want of store-room or shelter, tb^ 
people having refused to work at the huts ordered 
to be erected, unless their stipulated wages were 
paid up. With this I could not comply, no spe« 
cie being in the accountant's possession,, and Poy-^ 
aisian bank notes, of which we had plenty,. not 
being current in the country. 

Of the cargo of the Honduras packet^ I do not 
imagine that one-fourth was received, Captain 
Hedgcock having detained the greater part of the 
stores and provisions, to satisfy claims alleged 
against Sir Gregor McGregor, as head of the 
government, and of that of the Kinnersley Castle, 
I think not more than one-half. 

I here produce two papers to shew the irre^* 
larity in the landing the same. I was absent when 
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Ae Kinpersley Castle arrived, and on my retmrD 1 
was pr^ented with the stateoiepts of Mr. West- 
cott^ and I isaued the order ; so that, had the set*^ 
tiers survived, and remained at Black River, they 
niust, before the arrival of the Albion, I believe^ 
in November, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-thi'ee, have fallen victims to famine: if the 
Skenes people had arrived^ it would have bemi 
ipfinit^ly worse. ' 

, The papers were then read as follows: — 

, , Saint Joseph, lOth April, 1823. 

..Sir, 

By your desire I now hand in a state- 
ment relative to the conduct of passengers in his 
Highnesses employ, sent by the ship Kinnersley 
Castle, of Leith, Captain Crouch master. 

The Kinnersley Castle arrived here on the 20th 
ult., and anchored about five miles distant from 
Black River on the 21st. 

Soon after the ship came to anchoi^. Captain 
Crouch, with Messrs. Crow, Handyside, Smith, 
and other cabin passengers, came on shore, when 
orders were given to land the stores in a spot, 
which was most convenient and less expense, 
the captain having previously informed me, that 
by charter-party, the discharging of passengers 
and slaves^ was to be at the expense of the Poyais 
Government, he rendering as much assistance as 
possible with the ship s boats and crew. Captain 
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CroQfCh handed me a letter wBichw received 
from his Highness the Cazique of Poyals, giving 
to Messrs. Crow, Handyside, and Stnitb, the 
charge of the persons on board durmg therrVcry-* 
age to this place. These - gentlemen were agaih 
^ivetk in charge of the passengers here; arid each 
ar separate department for the pnrpose'of* iiia- 
oagitig the discharging of stores from the? ship to 
St. Joseph's ; but I am sorry to inform you tfiat 
the very next day, Messrs. Crow and Hand'yside 
did^ not attend to such orders, they doing what 
they thought. When speaking to Mr. Crow of 
the inattention of orders given, informing hitf at 
th^ same time, the situation I was placed in by 
their acting in such a manner, he said his High- 
ness told him, that if the Lieutenant Governor was 
not here, they (the passengers) were to form them- 
wWes into a committee, to^manage the affairs of 
hiB Highness in the best manner possible. Seeing 
things going on in such a disgracefal way, scarcely 
a. case or cask landed here but what was broken 
into, by neglect of their duty, I was induced to 
issue out the different orders you were pleased to 
do before leaving for the Cape, with others for 
the purpose of shewing them my authority for so 
doing, they knowing before the trust you was 
pleased to place me in during your absence. 
But I regret to state, that Messrs. Crow' and 
Handyside^ as seniors, did not attend to these 
orders, but amused themselves about biTsihess of 
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little or no importance. That Messrs* Crow fipd 
Handyside employed stores without orders, by 
openiqg bags and cases before those persons who 
were given into their charge, thereby setting ai^ 
example which soon after became common for all 
to follow,. by breaking open different casks and 
cases, and taking therefrom different articles, in 
the presence of the acting store-keeper, who had 
not the leai^t control over them. That if Messrs. 
Crow and Handyside had followed the instruc-^ 
tions given them, those under their charge, in my 
opinion, would have acted in a different mapper 
than they have heretofore. 
I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Westcott;, 

Assistant Governor, Secretary. 
To Colonel Hall, 
JAeuienant Governor of St. Joseph's. 

St. Joseph's, nth April, 1823* 
It was with deep concern that the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, on his return from Cape Gracias 
» Dios, was made acquainted with the disorderly 
and scandalous ccmduct of some of the settlers 
lately arrived by the Kinnersley Castle, during 
his absence. He trusts that a few only have been 
concerned in those outrages, not less disgraceful 
to themselves than discreditable to their country. 
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'He, however, truste that a regard for their own 
character, and their obligations to society gene« 
rally, will prevent a recurrence of such mietconr 
ttucfc 

The Lieutenant Governor feels himself com* 
pelled to advert to the evident want of subordi- 
nation, which must. have prevailed onboard. the 
Kinnersley Castle^ during her passage from Eng- 
land ; and which became, most apparent on the 
landing of the settlers : and it is painful for him to 
observe, that by the reports made to him, it ap- 
pears, that the exieimple of individuals in charge 
of the settlers^ while on board ship, led^ in a 
considerable degree, to the irregularities since 
committed. 

The settlers are most earnestly called on to re- 
Bpect the natives, and to treat them with civility 
and kindness; as abusive language, or the least 
harsh treatment, must terminate in estranging 
them from the settlers, and must produce conse- 
quences of a very serious nature. 

The mechanics and labourers to begin work 
at daylight in the morning, to break off at eleven, 
and to commence again at three in the afternoon. 
The hut already commenced, near the store, to 
be finished forthwith, in T^ich a portion of the 
mechanics and labourers are to be employed. 
* Messrs. Westcott, Booth, Crawford, and Peter 
(McGregor, to have each the assistance of three 
men to erect their huts. 
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Mr. Archibald Handy side to superintend the 
mechanics^ who will be responsible for the tools 
and implements issued to them. 

Mr. Peter McGregor, assisted by Mr. Alexander 
M'Gregdr, to duperin tend the labourers. 

Mr.'Gowrie is attached to the storekeeper's de- 
partm^^nt until further orders. 

In consequence of prevailing sickness, the fol- 
lowing scale of rations, is recommended by Mt^. 
Douglas, surgeon, and will be issued accordingly. 

Blonday,^ One half pound of herrings, one 

pint of flolir, and one pint of rice, 

Thursday, Ditto 

Saturday, Ditto 

Tuesday, Three fourths of a pound of beef or 

pork, one pint of peas, and one pint 
of oatmeal. 

Wednesday, Ditto 

Friday, Ditto 

Sunday, One pound of beef or pork, one pint 

of flour, one pint of rice or oatniieal^ 
and two ounces of butter. 
By order of the Lieutenant Governor, 

Thomas Westcott, 
Assistant Governor ^ Secretary. 

The public orders issued from time to time, to 
be read by Mr. Peter McGregor to the labourers, 
and Mr. Handyside to the mechanics. 



. QmoNAL Hall^ contioAiedk 

No^aflBjfift^Aice eonld he obtained from the^iid-* 
ti¥&a^ Buck bAving, i uoderstoody been int«rdicte<^ 
afli,^ tkftir iiostttity t0 U9 becautie app^vcnt* 

I trust the above statement may praise to tbfli 
lioftOfiifftbbi Courts that every exertiow m.my 
poweB^ physical and moral, were brought i^toiac^ 
tivity, to give peroMmence tp tkis ill^&tedestabliKBb* 
mont : the difficulties^ oppoised to rae were bey^ond 
^removal of faimia» exertions, bad I noi avaUed 
myself of the oppovtunhy preseqted by Mr. BeiH 
it^^t's arrival, a«id r^OMwed the settlers from .Blapk 
Ri^ir, at a period when di^^ase, aggravated by de- 
spair^ waa aeeekiathig the work of death, I shouM 
haise subjected^ myself to the severe vkitaliobs i^ 
divine displeasure, and obnoxious tp the meril^ 
exfin'atipas of mankind. I nui^t ever lament that I 
shonld haite b^en the umatentiofiat cause of draw^ 
ing on Major Geqeial Codd, the respectaJs^Itt 
magistrates and infaabitaD|s of the settleioeiitSt 
fiucb a. load of unfouiided calumny and deHstmatioiEi. 

The benevolence and humanity of Major Ge» 
neral Codd, the magistrates, and respec^ble in- 
habitftnts of Belize, and their soficitude to alle- 
viate the sufferings of these unfortunate peraoM^ 
exceeded my n^ost sanguine expectations. 

Qaf^<f on by his Maje$iy*s Superintendent. Yott 
have heard the names read, as signed to the me<- 
liiorial. Did yQu know them, or consider them 
as cofineeted M^ith the Poyaisiau government? 

N 
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Answer. I did not; but I ^ recently under- 
stood that a Mr. Richardson was appointed. as 
£lecr€stary, or cbarge-d'affaires, w some similar 
appointment, in the service of Sir Gregor 
McGregor. 

Questiah. Was not Sir Gregor. McGregor the 
only person you knew, or acknowledged, as the 
he4d of the Poyaisian government? 

Answer. He was the only one. 

Question. Did you consider the establishment 
of Poyais as a government, or merely an . esta- 
t^Uabment for commercial purposes? 

Answer^ From the appointments made or pro*- 
jected, both civil and military, I considered Jt a 
gpvemment, embracing, as with all goyernments^ 
commercial purposes. 

Question* Did you ever enter into any les^ue 
with Marshal Benniett, Esq., or any other magis- 
trate of this settlement, or any other individual in 
fhe same, to break up the establishment on .the 
Mosquito Shore, of which you was Lieutenant 
Governor? . 

Answer. Certainly not. 

(^lestion. Was you induced to break up that 
tatablisbment by the advice^ arguments, persua^ 
sions, oflfers,or professions, of any magistrate or 
any individual of this settlement, or any person 
resident therein? 

Answer. Neither argument, persuasion, offer, 
or advice of any kind, were ever used by any per- 
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s6n here toitaduce me to rem^^i^e the stiiites and 
settlers. ' ? 

Questian. Did any inhabitant of this settle- 
ment, or magistrate, ever attempt to persuade 
you to break up that establishment? 

Answer. Certainly not. 

Que^ian. Had you not, as Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, a general superintendence over the stores, 
provisions, ammunition, cannon, &c. as the pro- 
perty of the Poyaisian government ? 

Answer, I had. 

Question. As you state you were Lietrtenant 
Governor of that place, you must have been in 
possession of instructions from the head . of the 
government of Poyais. Did those instruiction^ 
authorize you to use your discretion in events of 
ai^y) unforeseen circumstances taking place? 

Answer^ They did^ and substantiated by aii^ 
other similar document. 

Question. I cannot demand it as a rights but I 
request it. as a: favour. Will you produce those 
instructions ? 

Answer. Surely, sir: under the pressure of 
existing* circumstances I hand them to the Court; 
but, on any other occasion, I should feel partict^ 
larly loth to produce private documents. 

Witness here banded in the foUomng papers, 
and pointed out the 26th Order in the Instruc- 
tions from Sir Gregor McGregor, as also the last 
paragraph in the letter from him, under date 7th 
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with discretionary powers, as follows: — 

« ■ 

J^FS'SfrUCTMB^ for»the JLirutcn^aj^t GoVARNMt^ 

No. 1. You may Je»d <iie tents to Ae settlmsi 
for a short time, both irt St. Joseph's avd #hen 
tliey ^6 Into 'the ttoiurtry, »antil they get 0eit^ 
tKnlises built. 

9ia.% You "itrill style yourself ^ By hisiftenour/ 
Henry Hall, Lieutenant die^erfior iof 4he T#t»n 
and District of St. Joseph, Lieiiteiiant OoiM^ ^ 
the '2d T^atit e R^meiait of dPoot, Colonel sif^lhe 
Armies of Poyais,aml acting mlAie name and <{iil 
the befaiaftf of his Highness Greger, €2a0iqiie'<ef 
^o^iE&is: I (frddiHy I ordain^ £ ifectiee, I imm^ 
tkaniy &c. as fdliows.^ 

No. 3. In consequence of General ^V^iodfoiiie 
btfviog absented himself from the Island ^effiian 
Andres, and Territory of Poyais, without lefltej 
Ihe eommand, citf41 and' mill tary^ of the «aid fJer- 
thdt^ lias devdlved lipon you, 8ind yi^hvoh yoo 
will exercise until such time as some other |ier80ti 
tit pek^ons may be ftppeinted to exereiBe the 
functions of Governor alid Oenemi of die said 
Territory, dnring the absence of his iHighiiiese 
the Cazique. 

No. 4. It being necessary, to Meet <he monlhly 
expanses 'of the ditferelnt persons in his-Highness^e 
^taploy, that the paper-money cif<he Bank of 
Poyais should be issued, and it not being v|io8srbie 



Ufmitii^mtm iAtm the pw|^'fAoarrMQtgipg 
to Ike BMk i«f PojsaiB^M'Jfl iiweMSUry 4b^ 
ihimld take under jMrnr {cbai^ ithe dOO dollar 
Notes ttmAsmitted to jreii undfR: Om daA^f; ;ium) 
you are authorized to appoint two pers9ii^;4b« 
Mie to-mga Ike sadd iNat^, m Atathag Maijie^er^ 
atid the other as Acting Accottniliwt . HiiS Jligb;^ 
neM «eoof»iiiends for iibis jpurip^wc^ Mr^ ;6iithei't 
Icmi ^aod .Mr.. Weetcoit. 

Xtto. 6. . The tesra iaf St Joseph'a (is to^b&i3oectf|4 
AH the site of the ruins of the old English Jt»wfisi^^ 
HAdtck iSmeiL ¥<m will ^consulit with fhe Stitt^efo^ 
mspeotisg the. best plaa for laying it out : ., \ 
* . No. i€L .▲ iliat of Ahe Imikliiigs of ^he first Wt 
cessity is contained in a separate paper (whicbifl^ 

(No. 7^ The salary iof 'ymirsel^ as bIso thai of 
all other pej^ons ia his lEtighoeM's einpjoyi is 
eoAteined in a sepsftnte iliat. ¥p«i wsU givemi 
9i|ffuotien8 to Ihe .Actii^ Treasaiser to |iay..a(l 
saktraes motithly. 

, No. & AH perssns m bis iHiglmess's emfk^fi 
wA receiire a regular rations tor ihe £rst)sii^ 
mentbs.. This ratioo yon wiJl fix, atjthe^iSMOf 
time consulting the Storekeeper as to its ^pmh 

No.iS. Y<m wal delivfer to each of Ihe persowi 
is this ifiglBieasIs empioy Iheir jrespecjtira iQatwe* 
tiens, x^using the Asaistavt iSecretary to .orasmd 
them in the iirst iastaaoe. 

l9o.M). 'Notwithstanding the 4nstruotion6bfn(t 
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with wot t0 individaals in tlie.fk>venuiifiiil; onii 
ploy, ybtt are authorised to malce such addi^ 
tioDs and altiarations as yora may deem fit and 
necessary for the benefit of his Higlmss^B 
service. 

No. 1 1. Every settler must belong either to the 
yeomanry or militia. The officers are to beae^ 
lected from those in the employ of government. • 

No. 12. You are authorized to grant yeomanry^ 
and militia comAnissions not exceeding that of 
captam. 

Nn. 13; YoQ may employ ^such a noinher; of 
Indians as may appear necessary fiir the. service 
olitho' government, either in a civil or military 
capacity. > 

' No. 14. You will, immediately after you.krdd, 
send an Indian messenger to George Fredericks 
the King ofthe Mosquito Nation, at Cape Gracias 
a Dios, announcing your arrival, and 8endii% 
some presents to him in my name. This, you will 
also do to General Robinson, an Indian Chi^ 
and your neoft neighbour ^ who lives at Poloek 
fQver, but has . also a plantation at Plainlain 
Biver. ' 

No* 1ft. You will do every thing in your poweoi 
to gain the affections of the Indians, and. their 
chiefs ; making them occasional presents in mp-, 
deraium. And . you will give the most positive 
orders to all persons in the government employ, 
as well as to the settlers, to treat the: Indians with 



Mtidiiess, amd endeavour to obl«ib their good-^*^; 
Much will d^]tend upon this. Look well to it.* 

No. 16. Immediately after landing, you will 
iissoe a proclamation of '' good government/' con* 
taining such orders and instructions as you may 
deem necessary. 

No. 17. Immediately after landing, you wiU 
issue a proclamation^ stating that no person 
whatsoever is allowed to purchase or obtain 
lands under any pretence from the Indians; 
This will be issued in his Highnesses namef, as 
"^ Defender of the Rights of the Indian Tribes.'* 
Any lands obtained from the Indians will be.for^ 
leited, and the offending party banished froni the 
territory of Poyais, and from the country. 

No. 18. Immddiately after landing, you will 
administer the oath required to h6 taken by per* 
«»» » hi. Highoe»-r.mploy. t. aU the g.^. 
ment officers^ &c. &€. 

' No. 19. If any of the settlers are in want of 
government stores, and you deeni it expedient to 
lett hem have them, you may give them a written 
ftrder to that effect ; which, on producing to the 
Storekeeper, he will deliver the stores to them, on 
(heir paying to him a fair price for the same. 
^ No. 20. The holder of a grant of land will watt 
upon the Governor, and on producing his deed^ 
with the certificate written and signed upon the 
hack by the different officers as above specified^ 



B)4 



order of infeftintnt. The GoiverM*, nAer ttwt 
gmnt^hud^ Immd wrv^yed, tbe deed focord^d^ m^d 
the Mtk of ali^imeetfi^eii^ io tbe immi^ 9hQ^.m 
described, will I1m». write and wbacrtbe^ o« ]^ 
back of the deed his order to the eooslaM^ of t]it> 
parish io wl^fh the Ignd qiay lie» to infeft thepvo- 
ptietMi. 

No. 2\. YoQ will reeciw a fee of one cent of* 
deUar per acre, for signi^ t^e order Cw isfeiili- 
aieut. 

\ ]^X24 Yem will receite fife dollMsfM i%Mli|^ 
tlifO pansfort for a iiea^iQl to depart. 
i If o> i^. Yqu will rcna^ii^e one itoUgr for gigniifif 
the passpiKt «l aii>y pei«»«fi quittiiig the oonotPj^ : 

Ha 24. Y^MwiUitfceiWfive dollars fessi^il^ 
an eiiaigQ ereaiaet'a ^omnymioo, eight d^Uarofot 
a iMiitfiiaDt'ay attd aioAwo doUara tot a oaftajHa'« 
la the militia. 

* Nfnw S& Ywr offi^l eorrespnadepce ^itt be 
directed t^ AkcKaodei SJaipMiir £a^ JNiH 1^ 
|X<i vgate HiiUt lieMcm* 

N^i. 9Q, It beiag ittipossiblie fii^ foresee every 
ease tbatniagF oocsw, npany of wMeh wiU pvofeabljr 
not have been noticed i» the above iostraotipMy 
Km are hereby authorized » in all sn^h ca9as» to 
aet aiccandiog to the best of yiow jn^mmt^ a^d 
aa ; loaj appear to yon moat adivJsaMe for. km 
PiglliiafsV Immhir and interepts^ m vmll as^ beaet 



llisb] or necessary ftr tnj diher pwrtf or parties 
concerned. ' 

Oii^«r utider my llabd and seal, at E<linr 
burgh, the 5th day of October, 1822. 
(Seal) (Signed) GREGOR. 

By h\» Highness's command, 

(Signed) John Millar, 

Secretary. 

Oath o/ Allegiance to be takeu iy Settlers^ , 

I, A. B., do hereby mojit solemoly $wear, io:th^ 
liiesMce of AUiiighty God^ aad upon tfie Gfoty 
Svaujgeiifits, that I ackciotvitedge his HighMil^ 
Grcfgof ^ Cazique oif Piiyais, to be tbe trae: ito4 
iatrful So^ir^reign of: tbe eajid territory ^ J^^jmk 
epiits^depbadeQcies.; and lurthfriobfie, I; iu^Uke 
Mminervdo swear tiMit I 'wjfl bow, as well as inaU 
tinea tet oone, Iote^ hoamir, and obey 1m Hig^ 
Bess Grc^or, Casiqiie lOtf PojmiH, as uy tnie and 
laivifol P^rince, and will defend him against all hi& 
teiteiiiies atdbe peiAi and risk «>£ my life* > 

. iSo help me God. .-^1^ 

.. Witness. ; .\ -r -^ 

Witness. U c At-^ ^ 

I, A. B., Secretary of the government at the 
town of St. Joseph*s, in the territory of Poyais, 
this day of in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred awd twenty 

o 
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do Ker^y add my faith that the abof e k)iath 
signed by A. B., and witnessed by 
and was duly administered by me. 



Oath of Allegiance to be taken by Persofis holding 
Situations under the Government of Poyais. 

I, A. B.y do hereby most solemnly swear, in the 
presence of Almighty God, and npon the Holy 
Evangelists, that I acknowledge his Highness 
Gregoi^ Gaziqne of Poyais^ to be my only trne and 
lawful Sovereign^ and that I will truly and justly 
fulfil tod perform the office of 
to tlie best of my abilities; and will fhrthermoi^ 
obey all the lawful commands iatnd orders of those 
fi»y superiors placed in authority over me* And 
do - hereby further swear, in like mann^, that I 
will now, as well as at all times to come, love, 
honour, and obey his Highness Gr^or, Cazique 
of Poyais, as mytrue and lawful Prince, and will 
defend him against all his enemies at the peril 
and risk of my life. 

So help me God; 

fVitness, 
• • Witness. 



The above oath I order and command to' be 
jEMkniimtered to all persons in mv service. AVit- 
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THtm my hand and seal, at £dki]i>iirgb», this 5th of 
October, 1822. 
(Seal) (Signed) GREGOR. 

By his Highness's command^ 

John Millar, Secretary. 

(duplicate.) 

London, 7th April, 1823. 
My Dear Sir, 

Thin letter will be deliyered to you by 
myilrieDd Colonel Low, of the 2d Hussars, and 
Adjutant General of the Poyaisian army. ^ Ashe; 
takes his family with him, I wish yon to use youc * 
best exertions in building him a comfortable hoi|/»e/ 
Yoji will issue him pay at the rate of four dollars' 
ptr day, .from the date of his embarkation from 
]l^<»rth AflMrica direct for Poyais, and for whichN 
henwill produce you the certificate of the date*af: 
hi$ et|ibarkpJ;ion, signed by the captain, of ^e/ 
Tesfiel be may arrive in. I feel confident you will, 
use every exertion to assist him in disciplining' 
and organizing the troops, and in giving every 
facility to his exertions. He is an active, brave, 
and^oodofiicery and possesses my confidence; 

It is my wish, that as soon as convenient, a 
sm^U corps of observation should be established 
oq. th^ l^^iver. Romanes ; and, in the event of Ge- 
neral Woodbine's arrival^ that ;he should haaptt.tii^ 
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coirateaird of it; whb ^be litl« af-CcniDQawkftt 
General. A carriage road should beimiaediately 
commenced froin 1^. J68«rphlV to the head«^iiar- 
ters of the army, on the River Romanes. Spark's 
Island, at the month of the Romanes, might be 
fortified ; which would strengthen your commu- 
nication with the island of Guanaja^ which I 
hope by this time you have been enabled to oc- 

The ship Skene of Leith, and the Alknomac 
of London, I hope will sail in a short titaie for 
Poyais. ■• ■- *• 

' ' Ih cohsi^ueilitie of &e extraordtflai^ - coilduok 
of 'Mf . Ogfhie, ' I baVe -been forced to appcsnt 
Majdi" RitffaardliOR tb'be my chafge^iViffMrM in 
London, and also My agient; a«id to whoia^ in 
future all communicaliortl^ arti to be addressiied. ^ 

'The eoridiict of the contraetor, and of Mr; 
OgiIvie,-haVe knocked the loan upon the heaik I 
have however succeeded in rftiising a new one, 
which' goeisT bnt lilrell, al though slowly i Every 
thing will depend upon the accouiittf that sbrrive 
from Poyais; and this you must impreds upon the 
infndi^ of the itottlers, as it is only by steady and 
good conduct among themselves, that I can; be 
enabled 1:0 s^ndlotit additiotial ^migrants^ money, 
sihd suppK^s. 

I have made arrangements for the embarkation 
of dOO Germans from Hamburgh, many of whom, 
I hope, will enlist into the Artillery, and dd regi- 
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in«nt:ofitlie line. .CoIooqI J«hDaoq> j|be .colQnel of 
this regiment, is. at pre^eot ii^ liOndon^ but will 
proceed to Germany in a^few dayt^; aqd J hope 
ei% lotig be will be in Poyais* ^ 

I have appcsnted Colonel Gordonito beqolonel 
of the 4tb regiment of the line> and to be my Mill- 
tarySecr0tary;a8also mycommissioner for settliog 
the boundaries of Poyaia with tbe gayerameDt jof 
Guatemala. You will eonfirm to him bi^ ^ight 
to all tbei boaaes he may have. built^a^. also to 
the land actually in cultivation* . I( iamy intpntioa 
to send hi m out a considerable grant of l^t^d^ f 

I presume yon are aware that tbi^re bas boea 
dom^foal play at Jamaica, but I feel confidept tl^at 
your prudence will remedy any bad impr^asjon 
thMt may have been raised in the.kiiig*s,m)nd 
against me by my enemies ii^ Jamaica* 
• Colonel Rossy I expeot, will shortly . embark 
with a company of my guards^ all. Highlanders. 
) Youi; nephew, Mn James. Hall, has been, ap- 
pointed Secretory . joI State for Foreign Affaira; 
Mr. Stenhouse, Under Secretary of State. for the 
VfBt and Marine Departments ; and Mr. Westqott 
has been promoted to be Under .Secretary of 
State for the Home Department* 

I have created you Baron Tiuto, with an estate 
of 12,800 acres, and also appointed you Prei^dent 
of the Ordinary Council, which you will assemble 
m soon as tbe official papers can be transtnitted 



to fou . I have * U j^evrise ooininated you one. f^ 
the T9ijdmhers pf my Council of State* Th^ mc^- 
iDg of the Legislative GouDcil is postponed to tb^^ 
ISth of August: it will be composed of the mem- 
bers of the Council of State, and those of the Or- 
dinary Council. 

'Captain Wright of the R. N. has been appointed 
a Rear Admiral of my Fleet, and will shortly rpro*-, 
ceed to Poyais, where he is well kno^wn* 

I expect to leave this with my family for Poyais 
in two moiith^ hence. 

I intend coming out in a ship of war, which, 
will havi^ on board about 200 troops^ In the 
mean time, I hope to be able to send outaboQt. 
IfiOQ'BWfr^ settlers. .( 



> X;wiif^ you to get built for my reception a Isi^rge 
and convenient house in the town, cajpable of r^. 
cdving my family and the officers of my. staff, as 
welV as the other members of my family. 

.The Reverend Mr. Ryall has been appointed , 
C^^ate of the Episcopal Church of Saint Ann*s«. 
in c^aipt Joseph's; and I expect will go put in the 
Alknomac with his family: also, in the same ship 
Major Bryant, of the Artillery, and his family. 

I li^e the Kinnerdey Castle^ which sailed ott 
the 22d of January, with about 200 passengers, 
haks^rived in; safety. 

I have only further to add, that! beg you will 
npl^ ^fH3$|lsider yourself so strictly tied down by. \ 
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Ill 

your Aistructtons^as not to depart frdm tllem whetK 
ever you conceive it to be for the interest of the 
iState. 

Believe me to remain, 
My dear Sir, 

Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Gregor P. 
His Excellency Brigadier General 
Baron Tinto, Sfc. ^c. ifc. 

Colonel Hall then stated, that there was* a 
mistake in the name of Henry instead of Hectol* ; 
also there were 5000 bank notes in the box, 
instead of 500, as mentioned. 

I also declare, when I discovered the nature dF' 
the oaths, I, as a British subject, would not ad- 
ministet them. 

I would wish to say, that previously to leaving ^ 
England^ upon my becoming acquainted witli the 
mysterious secrecy which pervaded the Poyaisian 
project, I determined on withdrawing myself from ' 
it, as per the document which I now hand the^^ 
Bench. 

Extract of a letter to Meg or General M^Chregor'k 

Secretary. 

I regret that my acquirements daring a ^ 
long period of service, have but ill qualified vie 
for the performance of daties beyond the pale df ' 
my profession ; I therefore fear that, pending the 
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foriiHttiott of the Poyais Gorerament, toeal .aod 
conftngeot difficulties may occ«ir, the reoKyval of 
which might demand the exercise of judicit} 
knowledge and experience, wUcfa I do not pos* 
sess. 

Respecting^ the charge of settlers, which, by 
aHalogyJbis Higimess assimilates with military 
duties, I must obserre, that wbdn I received inti- 
malioh of my appointment, I was not awaite that, 
the performance of such duties was to be required 
dP«m, tmd to which I do not profei^ mysalf c»nr 
petent. A more extended applicatton of analog 
ilkdy Embrace dther diisties with which I amiequrily 
uDBcquainted. On Ibia snbjeot, canddlir, tii mimMs; 
cf klaty tc^tbe Government and to myis^lf, 44B>IMid ^ 
that I should be explicit . i 

Influenced by these considerations, I Ifcigijiovi 
may foe pleased to acquaint his Highness, thit I 
d^eem k ei^pedient respectfully to nesign the. ^i- 
pOintmentB to which I have been noniinetieid# \ . 

'f; how€fver, entiieat you may Bssiure him^ tbiK 
\^heii confii^i^ to the limited sphece of cay oWiP; 
private pursuits, I shall cordially contribate m^: 
humble endeavours to advance the interests o£ 
his Government ; which, should it nieet his a|>r.> 
probation, I shall continue to superintend until, 
the arrival of my soccessar, altboogb unaided 
by the means, if necessary, of repelling ag^easioD 
OfT^Bn^rdh^ authority, my personal ejcertioos may 
not attain this object. 

H. Hall. 
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On the return of the KkinerSley Cdstle, I sent 
atiotber letter respecting my redignatidn, a» ifkU 

St. Joseph's^ Black River ^ jPoyaiiSy 

10th April, 1823. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for 
infonnation of his Highness, SirGregor M^Gregor> 
that ou my arrival b€fre from Cape Graeias a Bic^ 
on the 8th instant, I received the dispatches tr^i^ 
nMlted by the Kitmerstey Castle, to which I ahaH 
pay due attentbn, 

I 'dm much surprised that no notice whatever : 
has been taken of my resignation of military apr 
pbiutments in the Poyais service, as forwarded t^ 
Mr. Millar, his Highnesses Secretary", previous 
to my leaving England. I now repeat my ifes%- 
nation of such appointmetits. 

t' find by^the tenor of the sealed instructioufif 
framed for my guidance as Lieutenant Governor 
of St. Joseph's, that my appointment in tb^t ca- 
pacity was intended only as temporary : tbis,.and 
tile inofpossibility of conducting the duties of go- 
i^nmerit by the means afibrded, together with 
tb64ocal^iid unexpected difirculties, chiefly from 
tb^'want of) pecuniary means; h^ve urged me to 
the<re^^atioii of appointments I cannot hold with 
sa#s&etk>n to myself. On this subject I |iope 
far the hot^iir of an interview mih his Higlmesa 
hereafter. 
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I atD compelled to remark, that I am mueb <H6« 
a|>pointed in my expectations, particalarly iso 
on perusing my instructions, and on my arrival 
in this country. 

My zealous endeavours to promote the interests 
of government in its incipient state, and even until 
now, by advancing my own personal property; 
and the anxiety and bodily fatigue I have en- 
dured, deswved a better return. 
I have the honour to be, 
• Sir, I 

Your very obedient bumble servanti 
(Signed) H. Halia 

Wo Whos. Stenhamey Esq. 
•^> ^H^ant Secretary. 

' - • ' « 

€o(LO]9EL HalI' proceeded* 
Those instructions and accompany!^ docu^ 
mmtB now exhibited to this honourable Codrt, 
were sent to me, sealed with instructions to opev 
and peruse them, when arrived in longitude 83 
west, a short distance from Black River, 
i Oft considering the solemn tendency of tbfy 
oatiis of allegiance pre&kcribed to be administered 
to the sutlers, I determined on not taking, the €)ath 
myself, neither to administer it to Others, coil4 
ceiviiigit subversive of our allegiance to our Jegi* 
timate Sovereign. I also considered the procla** 
mations, declaring Sir Gregdr McGregor Defender 
of the Indian Tribes, and forbidding for^ners^ of 
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every descriptton Irom purchasing iamb Drom the 
Dativesy as of a very dangerous tendency. I there*- 
fore determined on not publishing it, apprehend- 
ing that it would excite the hostility of the country* 
The proclamation is as follows :*— 

PROCLAMATION- 

Whereas, it is of importance that the interest 
of the natives of Mosquiti^, should in every in^ 
stance be carefully protected against the machi* 
nations of speculators and designing men, where- 
by much fn jury might be done to the Indians. 

I^iheMby in the name, and on the behalf of his 
Highness, Gregor, Cazique of Po3^is, atid in 
virtue df the authority vested in me, as €om* 
missioner for his Highness in his capacity of 
" Defender of the Rights of the Indian Tribe," 
Give notice that the obtaining lands from the 
natives, by grant, cession, purchase, deed, or other- 
wise, is prdiibited, and that all such contracts, 
bai^;ains, sales, or agreements, between any per- 
son or persons whatsoever, and the natives of the 
Mosquito. Shore, shall be null, void, and of no 'ef- 
fect or authority whatever, unless under a special 
warrant, or commission from his Highness author 

risring the same. 

Given at Government House, St. Joseph's, 

this day of 1822, and third year 

of his Highness's government*. 

Bj/ command of Hewry Hindj 
Assistant Govemot* Secretary. 
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QimIIm9 mpposed to be omitted in Cohnd MalTs 



Queeti^m, Afi you iatated in your evideoce, (hat 
you brought up the stones and provisions frooi 
Black Riy^, io what manner, and where did^you 
deposit them? 

Answer. At my request, they were deposited 
IP thestores of Mr. Marshal Bennett. 
/OMfAum*. Was uny. chaise eyer. made by. Mr. 
fifinnett, for that.storage ? 

:.i Amnow* . None whatever. '.i -/i 

; Qi^ipn. .. Were the proclamations of tlie JWhrs- 
quite King issued and .made public prefjdusc to 

^ Hie, '^Di v^l of, Messrs. Bennett and Westbjl, at 

vJSlai^fc River, Mosquito Shore? . . .r:.. 

. u^AniWtr. They were^ as the dates of the doon- 
i»fot9 will certify, the last being dated dtbApiil,,at 
cWbicbt period it,seems to me iiiQ|>ra][iableibateith&r 
Mr. Bennett, or any other gentleman of this settfe- 

.. vomU f oald have had any comm.uniealiQn. .with 
the Mosqnito King, respecting the Poyaisian 

SQtttement. . a 

.. Question. In consequence of the receipt, of 
>th04& proclamations,, did you uot go up;to.;Cat>e 

. GDa^ias a Dios? and was not that prior to the 

. . arrival of Messrs Bennett and WesU>y ? i . 

Answer. Certainly it was, but I had other 

. reasons besides the proclamations. 

Qf^tion. Was any proclamation issued by the 

...Mosquito King, subsequent to. the arrival of 
Messrs. Bennett and Westby ? _ 
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Auiwier. None, to thebec^t ^ my knoi^ledgU 

Question. What i^ras the cause . of your re- 
<jQe8titig a comndittee (that had ^nly beeii'appfnnt- 
ed for charitable purposes,) t6 sell the stores >£md 
provisions you had brought up Irom Black lU^el'/ 
Mosquito Shore? - i 

AMwer. For the purpose, that, after mmlkirs- 
ing my own advances, I intended the silrpliiis to 
go in aid of supporting those sufibrers wholUld a 
claim on the Poyaisian Governtatot: The 'tiii- 
gistrates rejected that appropriation, mid' ^uld 
not accept of it^ and the disposal of it^by^ is 
exhibited in the accounts produced. ^^ <^> ^i' ' (> 

Colonel Hall then stated that'lMfr. Jobn^ ^^gd^fet*, 
one of the settlers, who came out to iV>3^ais*fn 
the' Honduras Paoket, as registrar of tiiat Esta- 
blishment, and who had- acted as slidrekMfM^, 
could give considerable information on* the sitb- 
■ject; ' . . ^' 

Hts Majesty's Superintendent directed hiii!i>to 
lobe caviled. ^ '* 

Mr; John Fisher, called and sworn,-^Stated^ 
upon the llth of February, 1823, 1, with up^rds 
of forty passengers, arrived in the ship Hondu^s 
Packet, Captain Hedgcock, off the mouth o^4be 
Black River, on the Mosquito Shore, and dfn the 
afternoon of that day commenced knditig the 
cargo on board; Colonel Hall, the LieHt^tiaqt 
GoVc^rhor, and Mr. Sutherland, the storekeeper, 
having, previous to the commencement of 'landing 
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Its 

tbi9 cargPy requested me to remaiti od board tbe 
al^ip, for the purpose of superiatendiDg the l&od- 
iug and keeping the necessary account of the 
»ji?go* I did SO9 although a duty in no way co«i- 
Q^ted with the appointment I had recei?ed pre* 
vious to leaving England. On. the 15 th^ bdng 
still on hoard the ship, a very heavy gale arose, 
wbicfa obliged the ship to get under weigh anil 
TfiiuJ^v. Cape Gracias k Dios, On or about the 
26tli «f Fehmary, the Lieutenant Governor ^-- 
i[l^ii4fat Cape Gracias k Dios> on busiqess con- 
9i^c^ with tb0 settlement, partiodj^rly tb^.^j^ 
endeavouring tp get a supply of stores from . tb^ 
H^^dotas Paclcet» a small additional portiop o£ 
^bi^h tbe Captain, after considerable per^uapionsi 
c^a^ented to land on the 29th, and a. day or two 
subsequent. At length he positively refused 
btpdiog or giving us any more, tendering as a rea^ 
son for retaining the remainder, an apparent fa^ 
briqated claim of considerable amount against the 
Poyais Government ; all which stores 30 detained» 
with the exception of a portion kept for the ship's 
use^i the Captain landed at that place, and com- 
menced their sale to the natives. During the stay 
qf^ Colopel Hall at Cape Gracias k Dios^ a mes- 
senger arrived, bringing intelligence of the. pbip 
I^innersley Castle being at Black ;Biver^ vi^tb 
upwards ^f one hundred and sucty passenger^ : 
iipon receiving such information, Colonel Hall^ 
couceiving that bis presence would be ab&iolutely 
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necessary at Black River, iivith all possible dis-^ 
patch repaired thither, carrying in the same 
canoe part of the stores received from the Hon-* 
duras Packet, and such as were considered indis- 
pensably necessary for the accumulated numbel^ 
of settlers at Black River, particularly a part of 
the rum ; intelligence having been brought by 
tbe messenger alluded to, that the Kitinersley 
Castle had carried out no spirits, and that taoh^ 
vvas to be had at Black River for the vrork pe6^' 
pie. All that had been landed at : tfafat placsd;^ 
althoi^h twenty puncheons b^d been shipped atf 
London, was only a small cask, containing lib^^ 
eighteen gaBons. About the latter end of AprA| 
I received a letter from one of the settlers at BkbKf 
River, addressed to me at Cape Gracias k DklB'/ 
which» as it so very distinctly describes the BtBiV^ 
of the settlers at that time, and as I am coofldetit 
it must have been dictated by the feeling of tbe^ 
moment, I beg leave to hand it to the Bencb. ^ 
The letter was then read as follows :-^ 1 

St. Joseph's, 20th of April, 182Sf. ' 
My Dear Sir, 

I am happy you did me the favour of 
writing, and am glad to hear you are welh This 
place presents an alarming appearance : with the 
exception of Colonel Hall, Middlemas, P. McGre- 
gor, and myself, not a soul who came in the packet 
but are extremely ill Cramford is so bad, serious 
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apprebeusiops are. entertaiaed by the doctoF of 
his lUb : I have ao hopes myself; his complaint 
staods alone— ^a locked-janv. You will now trem- 
ble foe his safety, yet it is possible he may recover^ 
Every soul of Rennie's. family, from himself to the 
younger child, are confined to bed. Many families 
of the new corners are in the same condition : i^ 
(^ed tjbe whole place is a hospital: I do not 
bel^ve we could muster twenty effective meh« U. 
is enauffhito make one*s bloodrnn cold to bear 
theiCffrses and execrations daily and hourly h^pt ^ 
ed x)n/^he devoted head of General M'Gregor^ and;; 
I|mjiich fear he but too richly deserves theoir alL * 
I^c^ir Sjiron is removed. to the house I wpoHit^d.; 
for^^^hps^ital, very ill, and Amguhart still more^; 
sOt,. J wish to God you were all here ^ same<^'uis»' 
wjiU jbe, : with you ere long. I have got six. me% 
ayd /am closely engaged building mysdf a oom*^ 
fc^rtable house. Gouger tells me Mr. Low. has 
left us for Belize, I believe for good and alK H^ 
h^use is bought by Colcmel Hall for an hospitak 
I am glad Mr. Sutherland is getting better. Give>^, 
him, ^d son my best respects. . . ? 

I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 
. f James BootH. ; 

N^ land has yet been laid off,^ nor will till mat-* • 
ters ^re inf some measure arranged. 
'(Indorsed) ^ Mr. John Fisher. '^ 

* ' ' Cape Gracias a Dies. ^ \ 
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Mr. Fisher then resumed. Afler perusing the 
document now read, and as I was aware from the 
circumstance of the stock of medicine carried out 
in the Honduras packet, and which were landed 
at Cape Gracias a Dios, that by that time they 
must have been much in want of them, I con- 
sulted with two gentlemen who had come to that 
place with Colonel Hall ; when it was agreed, 1 
should immediately sail for Black River, for the ' 
purpose of carrying the medieii^es for the reliief' 
of the §ick. On my arrival at Black^River on the' 
tHiiHi of May, I found Messrs. Bennett and West- ' 
by tliere, they having reached that place, sis' I^ 
iihderBtbod, a few days previous. The Mosquito 
King and Colonel Hall arrived two days after ihe. 
At this time the settlement bore the most alStrm- 
ing appearance, almost all the settlers being then ' 
attacked by fevers or other sickness ; ei^bt had 
died in the short time bet ween the twenty-eighth ot 
April, the date of the letter now read, and my ar- 
rival, aad one died the day afterwards: despair 
seemed to have taken possession of every coiinte- * 
nance, and almost nothing was talked of by those ' 
whom I held any conversation^ but a wish for a 
speedy removal. On the eighth of May, the 
Mexican B^gle sailed for Belize, having on board, 
I believe, sixty^fi ve or sixty-six of the 3ettlers. AUv » 
with one or two exceptionis, in a^very sickly ^Qd 
emaciated state. On the twenty-seventh of May, 
the Mexican Eagle again sailed from Black River, 
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^ith upwards of one hundred passengers, all 
more or less attacked by sickness. The vessels 
subsequently made two voyages from Black 
River to Belize, carrying, the £rst of these two 
voyages, nearly twenty passengers and some 
stores, aud the last only Colonel Hall ; Mr. Mid- 
dlemas and myself landed in Belize the twenty^ 
third of July. 

The meeting was then adjourned until Monday 
moriiiQigat 12 o'Clock. 

Monday, June IZth, 1824. 

PRESENT, 

His Majesty's Superintendent^ Major Gendral 
CoDD, George Gibson, and William Hall, 
Esquires. 

The meeting was resumed per adjournment. 

Mr. Fisher was again called. 

Question by His Majesty s Superintendent. As 
you have stated that Captain Hedgecock did ntft 
deliver the whole of the stores and provisions 
from his vessel to Lieutenant Governor Hall -^t 
his officers, what proportion, as near as yott can 
judge, might have been delivered? 

Answer, The accounts kept by me of thecal^ 
landed, were duly attested to Mr. Sutherland, 
the storekeeper, but as far as I can now judge^ 
there might have been one-fourth, but I do tioC 
suppose there was one-third laiided. 

Question. ^After you returned from Cape G«- 
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eias a Dioi^, in May^ 18^3, to Black RiVer^ in 
what state did you find the stores and proTisi^ne 
at that time? " . j . 

Afiswer. Wbeii I retjaroed to Black River, 
the storeft landed at that place from the ^hips 
Honduras Packet and K^noefsly Caatte^ (witH 
tlie exception of a ?ery ^msA\ part packed up in 
H small store), werein a dangerous state ftome^^ 
posure to the weather; a^Imost every package had 
tbe appearance of ba?iiig been m some M»ay^ ^ 
oth^r broken open ; m^»y of tfaem were half empty, 
aod a considerabte portion entirely so. 

Question. You have stated in your evidence 
tiMt yoa aaw Messrs. Bennett and Westbj^^at: 
Black River, <»i tke^ Mosquito Sborev ti^hen you 
arrived there from Cape Gracias a Dio». Dtfes 
it come within your knowledge, or do you be- 
lieve, or did you hear any one report such a thing, 
that those gentlemen were mducing or persuad-* 
ing the people there to leave the place? 

Amsw^* It does not come within my kncrw- 
ledge : I do not believe, neither did I hear any. 
person at that place say, that those tvv^ gentle- 
men had seduced or enticed the people to leave 
the settlement I was informed by one of the 
passengers by the Kinnersley Castle, that he had 
signed, along* with others, a letter or memorial to 
those gentlemen ; aod he added, he hoped that 
the request therein contained, which I believe 
was for a passage to Belize, might be granted. 
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Qimiim* Do you believe that either lOCtlioeie 
gentlemen influenced the Lieutenant Goveroorlo 
break up the establishment ? 

Answer. I did not perceive any thing during 
the feaideiure of those gentlemen at Black lUvisr, 
to.l^ad me to believe they did so. 

Qfiesiian. The two last trips that were; made 
by.the.Meiican Eagle to and from. Black. Biter, 
for the stores and remainder of . Ae settlecsr^in^ 
^ptxlieutenant Governor Hall on boaod? audi was 
not ike l?hole that was shipped smd broughfcuQ 
board of that vessel to Belize, uuderhis.'SQletiHL- 
. nalpemeut and direction ? $ 

. An^swer. He was. on board; and I bdUenne iUit 
tbf^. whole that was shipped in that, vessel, uras 
under his sole management : and direeti€fB,.4>r 
under that of his officers. ^ r. 

Question. You are acquainted with Mr. Booth, 
and he is in this settlement ? 

Answer. Yes. 
. Qmestian. He was a Poyaisian settler, wasjie 
»ot? 
Answer. He was. 

Question. What situation did he Jiold? 
Answer. He was. appointed^ I understaail^as 
land-surveyor. 

. Q^ktstian. As you were assisting the. store*, 
keeper, Mr. Sutherland, did you ever see the hills 
of lading of the goods that came out by the vc$sds 
Hdoduras Paeket and Kinnersley Caatle?. aqd if 
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«0| whose property did it^app^^r they' wcte by 
such bills of lading? : ' . ;• •►..,» > i. v 

Answer. I had three 'biUi4)f:llu]i|ig'ltii*tiJ)y 
possession, of property; o& boaid ' the Bonduras 
Packet, in the month of February^ and mOkl sokhe 
time after my arrival in Belize* The siitppclrs 
in . these bills were Alexander Arnott and^ames 
Ogilvie^i and it. was specially mentioned'ib ^e 
bills, the property was shipped by 4hen(r otivah- 
oettnt and risk oi Genera] M'Gregor, as£!a2Siq«e 
o6?Poyais. I cannot speak to the bUhjsWKy^- 
jHsrsly Castle. oJ 

Question. Are the names of WllUani ^hn 
AidiBrcboi^ James William Sourby, 6. Nlbholr 
fimi« P. Johnson, James Thiek, and George^ Aiik, 
in .any ef the bills of lading you saw? ^ 

Answer. They were not. ^ 

«... • • ■ . V 5 

James Booth, Land-Surveyor to the Poyai^ian 
Settlement, was then called and sworn. \ 

Question hy His Majesty's Superintendent. ' As 
you were a passenger on board the Hondnms 
Packet, Hedgqock master, did he land alt^the 
stores and pro visions to the order of the liieu-^ 
tenant Governor and his officers ? ^ 

Answer. He did not. 

Qme^on. : What proportion of them might have 
been landed,* to the. best of your recblleotioif ? * 

Answer. Not more than onei'third at Black River. 

Quefiton. After your return from GapeCimfstek 
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a Dios to Black Ri?er» io what state did yew 
find the stores and provisions? 

AnM)^. They were not in good state. 

Qm^om. Were not the greater part ctf them 
exposed to the [weather? 

Answer. They were. 

Qiiest^m. Did y^ii see Messrs. Bennett and 
Westbyat Black River, on the Mosquito Shore? 
If you did, does k come within your knowledge, 
do you believe, or did you hear any one ray, that 
those gentleraen were sedocing or persuading the 
people there to quit their place ? 

Ansmer. It does not coR>e witliin my know- 
ledge, nor do I entertain any idea of .that natare« 

Que^lim. Do yon believtethat either of those 
gentlemen influenced the Lieutenant Goveri^or to 
break up that establishment ? 

Answer. Nothing appeared to me to warrant 
such a belief. 

Question. The two last trips that were made by 
the Mexican Eagle to and from Black River, Ibf the 
itoms and remainder of the settlers, ,was not LteuT 
tenant Governor Hall on boards and was not the 
whote shipped and brought on board that vessel 
to Belize, under his sole management and soper- 
intendence? 

: Ansmer. The last trip but one, I was on board* 
and I am satisfied th^t the provisions and stores 
were under the management and superiotendence 
of Colonel Hall. 
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Question. In what state were the settlers when 
you arrived at Black Ri?er, Mosquito Shore, from 
Cape Gracias a Dios, in May, 1823. 

Answer, I found most of them very sick, and 
in want of cordials and nutricious food ; in shorty 
they were in want almost of every necessary, 
even water. 

(The letter from Mr, James Booth, to Mr. John 
Fisher, dated 20th April, 1823, was again read.) 

Question. Was the letter you have judt heard 
read, written by you, and is it your hand writitig 
and signature? 

Answer. Yes, it is. 

Question. Do you swear that the matter con- 
tiained in the letter just read, are facts? ' 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge they 
are. 

Question. Was not that letter written by yoii 
prior to the arrival of Messrs. Bennett and Wisst- 
by at Black River, on the Mosquito Shore ? 

Answer. Yes, to the best of ray belief. 

Question. State any further particulars that 
may come within your knowledge, relative to the 
jpoints in question. 

Answer. This letter, which I now hand into the 
court, which I wrote to Colonel Hall, dated thk 
8th of June this year, under the expectation thatl 
was then about to leave Belize for Jamaica, wHl 
explain some further particulars; and I request it 
rtigiht be read, and I attest the truths of it. 



TbQ letter was theu read as follows':—- 

HondurMy Qth June^ 1824. 
To Lieutenant Colonel H. Hall, 

Late Lieutenant Governor St^ Josefs SfC. Sfc. 

Sir, 

Intending immediately to leave this place, 
I ain induced to give you a very short sketch of 
what happened at Black River, with a brief ac^ 
<;auiH of wbathappened to me, the principal causes 
thfit finally led to the breaking up the attempted 
settlement on the Mosquito Shore, by Sir Gr^or 
McGregor. 

Qa lading from the Honduras Packet, it re- 
quired little foresight to presage the imroer 
diftte ,do wnfal of this ill-devised speculation ; the 
injudicious measures of Sir Gregor and his agents, 
in not sending out materials for erecting houses, 
and not providing you with funds to pay the peo- 
ple monthly, according to agreement; and the con^ 
sequent want of fresh provisions, added to the 
circumstance of Captain Hedgcock's carrying off 
more than three-fourths of the cargoin the article 
of rum alone, out of twenty puncheons^ not more 
than one hundred and sixty gallons were landed : 
these were the most powerful causes that led to 
tbe ffital catastrophe already but too well known 
to. the public. 

. On, the. arrival of the Kinnersley Castle, about 
two months after^. affairs immediately assumed- a 
very alarming appearance. These emigrants in 
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particular appeared to have been ^ deeply im- 
pressed with the idea of finding a large town in a 
populous, open, and cultivated country; but the 
fact turning out so diametrically opposite to former 
preconceptions J that the contrast seemed to act 
like a spell on their senses, and a sullen and de- 
jected apathy pervaded all classes^as if they had 
already conceived themselves devoted to destf iic* 
tion: to this ^5j9a«V produced a strong and afmdst 
undisguised desire to plunder the stores^ for th0 
avovired purpose of enabling the greater- p^t- to 
leave the settlement. Many conducted tbem^ 
seftvesin the most riotous, licentious, and^«aM*el- 
some manner; and in particular seven itien,i#h&;i> 
forming a society, hoisted a black ^og*, and are 
said to have openly declared themselves thieves, 
pickpockets, and robbers by profession ; indeed 
the major part of the lower classes were too ^v- 
dently of the most vicious order of society; ibr?l 
could scarcely have believed, that all Scotland 
could have produced so many idle, worthless^ 
vagabonds: there were, certainly, a number of tiJi 
spectable exceptions. . 

I recollect at a general muster in the latter end 
of April, I, at your request, called over the nataies 
of the settlers, and read a proclamation from tte 
Mosquito King, declaring the grant revoked, &<^^ 
when from all sides burst the most heart-rending 
exeem^ns ; the epithets villain, swindler, &d. 
were lavished in no unsparing manner on^M*Gire>- 
gor, exclaiming that they had been imposed upon, 
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and were f*ytn6i?i and that death nrast be the con*- 
sequence, for by thie time many bad heeo at^ 
Iwked with fever and agae> and other disorders 
of' ^ very alarming nature : no individual on this 
occaMoo behaved with so tnucb childieh pmsiHa^ 
Dimity and dastardly meanness as Govrie^ wh4 
eaone out intrusted virith the stores by the Kin- 
nersley Castle ; although it is not for me to judge 
whether or not he was unworthy .o£ the chfypge^ 
yet I may repeat what viFas evidently proved* 
that a gre^^t p^t of said oavgo was ne^et received 
by the storekeeper at St Joaief. 
. The malignant disease already mentioned, daily 
made rapid progress, till there scarcely remained 
au individual \q render assistance to the sick; 
the settlement becama a soeue of wretchedness 
l^nd oiisery ; at this dreadful crisis Mr* Bennett 
arrived in the Mexican. Eagle: I sball pass no 
opinion regarding hia motives, respecting which 
mocli baa been^^id; it is sufficieat, that it apv 
peared an iatetposition of Divine Providence ia 
iavour of the suffiBring emigyaats. 

What subsequently took place is known to the 
world; and I am convinced that affitira wete con- 
ducted by the Magistrates of Belize (acting VJ^der 
the authority of his Majesty's Superintendent)^ 
oi^ the most ^nst and bonowable principles^ amA 
thet the IhAnkft of Sir Gregor MK^regor are dh^ 
ta the inbabitanta of Head uraa for their bumaDity 
loiwards the suffi^ers. 
, Further, Sir» I am happy in hearing testimony 
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to your iodefatigable exertiou'fi for the good ef thit 
satll^aieDti and eapecially in endeavoaritig to tt^ 
i9ave the obstacles thrown in yottr way f>y th« 
King, Hedgcock, and Smitii ; and had yott tt^ 
fused^ instead of granting pernftissfon thdt the 
people^ stores, &c. should be removed to Beline, 
you would unquestionably, and most justfy, have 
been accused a» the sacnficer of two hundred of 
your fellow-cteatures. 

Sir, 
I baiye the honour to remain, 

Your most obedient humble ser?ai1t. 

Jambs BodtH. 

William Walsh, one of the Committee for the 
regulation of the funds for the relief of the 
Poyaisian Emigrants, was then called and 
sworn. 



i(m1nf Ms MfiQesty' 9 Superintendent. State 
to the Beaeb^as far as comes Within your knOw^ 
ledger any careumstaDces relatii^ to and €oncerD<^ 
k^ the charges eontah^d in the memorial atld 
letter ifi^bich you ha^re heard read? 

Avawer. Ota or about the 19th of May, 1823, 1 lerft 
BisUi^ k* ^ schooner Mexican Eagle, for Blaiek 
B«vep» on tb&Mosquito Shore, under the instruc- 
t&0D» of his Majesty's Superintendent; in conse* 
quencieof alettepaddMS(aed,aiErI understood, to Bri^ 
gade Major Baldwin, from Col. Hall, Lieuteaaitt 
Governor oftlie£stablishmeiit about to beiimified 
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at that place. As I went up for the express pW' 
pose of bringiog away as many of the unfortunate 
and safiering emigrants as the vessel could con- 
venieatly accommodate, provided I had Colonel 
Hall's sanction for the measure (that is if Colonel 
Hall stilL wished to evacuate the settlement ); she 
was supplied with a considerable quantity of 
water-casks by Mr. Commissary Hay ward , whiich 
casks were filled at the island of Utilla, on our 
way up. I arrived at Black River Bar on Sun- 
day the 25th, and soon after proceeded up the 
river to a. few huts called St. Joseph's, and pre- 
sented my letters to Lieutenant Governor Hall. 
Oa my landing at this place, a scene of wretched- 
ness presented itself to me such as I never can 
forget : Lieutenant Governor Hall, and every in- 
dividual there, I believe, without exception, were 
labouring under fever and other complaints ; the 
smell was so very disagreeable, that the Captain 
the^ Mexican Eagle was very soon taken ill, and 
which he attributed to that cause,, judging the 
sooner those unhappy vietinos of restless ambition 
were removed from the sight of their sufierings 
the better. I therefore immediately began to take 
measures to embark; and employed for that pur- 
pose the schooner's crew, with some Carribs aad 
Indians. On Tuesday, the 27th of May, I sailed 
fr€tn Black River Bar, about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, and arrived in Belize on Thursday 
evening the 29tfa, about eight o'clock, so that we 
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were not more than about fifty-four houKsod our 
passage, with Colonel Hall, and about one bondred 
and three, or one hundred and four other passen- 
gers on board. Itook no public stores (knowing 
them to be such) from Black Kiver, except a suf- 
ficiency to serve to ration the passengers dmrii^ 
their voyage, having, previous to my leaving Be- 
lize, received very positive instructions from bis 
Majesty's Superintendent, to be particular on that 
head, 

' The passengers, while on board, were liberally 
furnished with wine, porter, tea, coffee, su^r, doa. 
&c. from the stores of the vessel, and ap{^ared to 
me to be much better while on board than before 
they embarked. The public stores at Blaids: 
River were most of them piled in the open air^ 
and consequently exposed to every vicissitude of 
the weather. 

There was a hut erected, where a part was de- 
posited, but even those I noticed bore every mark 
of being plundered as much as the others. The 
curses against M'Gregor and all others concerned 
in the Poyais scheme were many and. very ge^ 
neral; some not hesitating to say, that if they 
lived to reach their native land and see M'Gregor 
or .a Mr. Irving, they would shoot them. 

The morning after I arrived in Belize, I waited 
on his Majesty's Superintendent, to report, and 
he was pleased to send me as his colonial aid-de? 
camp on board to Lieutenant Governor Hall,, to 
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inquire of him, upon his honour, if, at an officer 
and a gentleman, he was any way connected or 
concerned in deluding or seducing any of those 
wretched people from their native homes, &c.: if 
he answa'ed this question satisfiau^torily^ I was di«- 
rected to invite him to the governmeutr'hoiise;.if 
not, to say, his Majesty's Superintendent would 
not at any time see him under a roof that was his^ 
or words to that effect. Colonel Hall replied, in a 
most solemn manner, that he was no way instru^ 
mental in seducing or deluding those people, but 
was shamefully abused and deluded himself. 

In the course of this day, his Majesty's Super*- 
intendent did me the honour of appointing me a 
member of a committee to regulate the expendir 
ture of the funds to be applied for the relief of those 
poor people; but as^ Mr. Pickstock has so fully 
detailed in his evidence the proceedings of that 
body, I have nothing to say on that head, but con* 
firm bis testimony : the doctors^ and all others^ 
were particularly attentive to their duty, and I 
believe there were no human means to save the 
lives of those poor sufferers left untried. 

His Majesty's Superintendent often visited the 
iMspiiaU and I believe lie was generally satisfied 
that the patients were well attended to. I tr4iBt 
the committee have done their duty to God and 
man,, their transactions will bear the lights suid m*^ 
dividoally I care not about the slanders that have 
been so indiistriously circulated to their pnejudice; 
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indeed, I deem it an honour to be so noticed by the 
authors of them. It would be doing Colone! Hall 
the greatest injustice in not noticing, while even 
lying on the bed of Bickness, and not expected to 
live, the lively and tender soltcitade be always ex« 
pressed for the welfare of thoseanfortunate people: 
and here it may be not improper to obserre, that 
the members of our committee conceived, that the 
very severe illness of the Colonel was nnich pro- 
longed by his anxiety about these sofferers. I can- 
not conclude without availing myself of this public 
opportunity of returning to Major General Codd, 
bis Majesty's Superintendent, my most unfeigned 
thanks for placing me in a situation where I had 
an opportunity of contributing my mite in allevi- 
ating the distresses of my feUow^creatures; and, if 
my poor exertions have been instrumental iu doii^ 
so, it will be to nie a source of high gratification 
as long as I live. It may be here necessaify to 
mention, that previous to the schooner Mexican 
Eagle going down to Black River for the load of 
stores, when Colonel Hall chartered her fort&e 
last time, Mr. Bennett requested me to> wait on 
Colonel Hall at the government-house, to acquaint 
him that the vessel was ready for sea, but he 
would on no account allow her to proceed, wrth. 
out he, Colonel Hall, went in her, as he, Mt, 
Bennett, would not be responsible for the removal 
of any stoves. 

Questiim. IHd you receive, directly or indi- 
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reictly, any fee, or emoluments, or commission, 
for the service you rendered, together with the 
other committee men ? 

Answer. I neither directly or indirectly re- 
ceived emolument or commission of any kind, 
for an^y services I so rendered. In accepting the 
sitoiation as a member of the committee, I antici- 
pated nothing of the sort. 

Question. As you were on the Mosquito Shore, 
did you seize or carry off any property therefrom? 

Answer. No: — I brought nothing up but the 
passengers' luggage. 

Question. As a committee-man, did you sur- 
reptitiously sell or conceal any property so brought 
fEQio the Mosquito Shore, by Lieutenant Gover- 
nor Hall; or in any manner, or way, dispose of 
such property, for the purpose of applying the 
proceeds to your own benefit, or any other mem- 
ber of the committee? 

Answer. No : none. 

Question. Did you, while on the Mosquito 
Shore, persuade or induce any persons the re to 
quit their employment, or business, or leave their 
go>veroor? 

Answer. No; I did not. The people were 
more anxious to get on board, than the means I 
had of carrying thein away would admit of. 

Question. Did any person of the name of 
George Augustine Low, or any of the partners of 
the house of Usher, Fricker, and Usher, ever 
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demand from you any account ; if they did, did 
you refuse it ? 

Answer. No such persons cTer demanded 
ft<^m me any account. 

Dr. Young called and sworn. 

Question. Were you not the medical gentleman 
appointed to attend the public hospital last year ? 

Answer. Yes, I was, 

Question. State the situation of the unfortunate 
sufferers that were brought from the Mosquito 
Shore in May and June last year, and in what 
manner and how they were attended to, or pro- 
Tided for. 

Answer. On the eleventh of May, 1823, 1 was 
in attendance in the public hospital for the purpose 
of examining into the state of health of a number 
of persons who had then arrived from the Mos- 
quito Shore in the Mexican Eagle; I found fifty- 
five of them required immediate medical aid, and 
were received into the public hospital. Never do I 
recollect having seen so great a number of human 
beings reduced to such a state of helpless suffer- 
ings and misery by disease, privation, and want 
of the necessary medicines that their different 
cases required ; from the individual reports of the 
sufferers themselves, and their extreme state of 
emaciation, it was apparent that they had been 
long suffering from the diseases most prevalent 
among them, viz. intermittent fever and dysentery 

"« 
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in their most violent forms: many of tliep](j$|i9k^ 
of the attention they had received from Doctor 
Douglas, while at Black River, but that th^ $tock 
of medicine being soon exhausted, his person^ 
attendance was, in most cases, all he had to offer 
them ; thus were they left to buffet with diseases, 
either of which singly (although in numerous in- 
stances the unfortunate sufferers were labouring 
under both) was sufficient (o carry them to their 
grave. 

Diestitute, as they had been for a length of tim^, 
bif every curative and every comfort, from the 
advanced stages of their diseases, and the debility 
consequent upon their long continuance, many of 
the sufferers died, after their arrival here. Upoa 
their being conveyed to the hospital, I was autho- 
rized, both by the magistrates and committee ap- 
pointed by his Majesty's Superintendent to regu- 
late the affairs of the emigrants, to grant them 
every comfort and attention that their urgent and 
wretched situation required^ 

The whole of the above statement is also appli, 
cable to the situations of above a hundred sufferers 
who were brought from the Mosquito Shore, and 
afterwards landed at Belize, on or about the 29tti 
or 30th of May ; only, the disease prevailed 
among them at the time of their arrival in a more 
aggravated form. 

By a statement which I have read in a pam- 
phllet, said to be written by a man of the name o'f 
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Hastie, wb'a'Was for A length of time tander my 
care, I feel myself called upon to make mention 
of 8dme circamstances relative to^tliat person ; he 
was one amongst the many who complained 
lotldtyof th^ misefids thiey^ad been exposed to 
at Black River, and a rbtiiark of bis conies per- 
fectly within my recollection : — that he bad been 
many years a^sol^i^i!} that he bad been in 
active service during the peninsular tvar^ Jbut 
that all the hardships he had endured in the diffe- 
rent shapes of fatigue, privation, &c. during that 
period, were not to be compared to his stifferings 
at Black River; and that he hoped be should re- 
cover^ were it only that he might be revenged upon 
Sir Gregor McGregor, who had so grossly de- 
ceived him. 

I have further to add, that every comfrt and 
necessary attention have been reuder^ not only 
to these but to other emigrants who have subse- 
quently arrived in the ship Skene. The few who 
now remain in the country obtain medical aid at 
the public expense, upon their applying for relief. 

WiiLLiAM Usher called and sworn. 

Question by his Mqjesty*s Superintendent. Were 
you the consignee of the ship Albion, that arrived 
in this harbour in November 1823, Thomas 
Fisher master ? 

Answer. The ship Albion was consigned to 
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WillittiB' and George Uskter, of which iioa$e Iain 
Ibe piiocipal partoeF. 

Question. Did Iie> Captain Fisher/ land item 
tiiatship sundry goods, wares,: merchandise, and 
proyisions, stated to be the property of the 
Poyaisian Government ?. 
' Answer. Yeft, 1 understood them to be the 
propearty of- the Poysdsian property* ^ 

( Quezon. Wad this property, or any part of it; 
pat into your possession, and sold by your firan; 
tfi so, by whose authority did you so receiire and 
diipesp of it? ^' ' 

v^' Answer. It was landed, and put into our pot* 
session by Captain Fisher and di rected ' by him 
to be sold for his account. 

Question. Did any magistrate of this setde"- 
ment, or any other inhabitant therein, inteffere 
with you or the master relative to such property, 
c^ did they seize or cause to be seized, sell or 
cause to be sold, or in any manner or way appre- 
piriate any part of the said property so placed un- 
der your control by the said Thomas Fisher? 

Answer. With us there was no interference ; 
and, to the best of my knowledge, none with thb 
i^aptain. 

Question. Did not Captain . Wright, of the 
Boyal Navy, sajd to be an Admiral in the 
Poyaisian service, and holding a title, as created 
by McGregor, of Count de Rio Negro, as acting 
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mider tbe authority of tiist gOTeraineb^' asf wbitf^ 
officer OD board the Albion, demaiid from jmt 
eome part of tbe said property? 
. Answer. He did several tiraei^ ; but I 'imuld 
nerer deliver any thing without the order lefthc^ 
captain. ' 

; QuesUan. Did he, as acting as ctforesaidy con- 
cern himself in any manner io the said property) 
byfOfibring his advice in the sale thereof, or in 
any thing regarding it? ^^ 

V Amu:^. Me did, in the first instatieei bisfeits 
the property was put into our possession by C^fi^ 
tawFi^iher; in fact, he wrote me a letter, t# kbow 
on what terms I would do the business. ' : •. 

Question. Upon what grounds do the perst>i» 
who signed. the memorial, viz. William JohnCAi- 
cbardson, James William Sowerby, Geotge Ni* 
cholspn, P. Johnson, James Thick, and George 
Alex,: style Usher, Fricker, & Usher, their attoff^ 
nies at Belize ? .^ 

. Answer. I do not know ; William and George 
Usher received a power of attorney from W. Ji* 
I{.icl^dson, dated the 9th February, IQMf to 
take possession and sell the whole of the fNro^ 
perty shipped in the Albion for his s^qoount* 
This power arrived by ship Princess Charlotte, 
about the 3d April, after I had sold every thing, 
and paid the proceeds over to the Captain. 
Question. As it appears by the memorial tbajt 
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tlie cargo, of the Albion was estimated worth 
jgl<)^O|0O,.|Wy.. lire .the' articles in the invoice 
chained at such pripes as you or any other mer- 
chaot could import, the same goods for to this 
sdttlQment^ or did they appear, to you to be laid 
on extremely high ? 

Jin^wer. Upon looking over the . invoice, I cer- 
tAiiUy fonndthearticlea excessively high laid on, 
some at double,, some M treble what I could pur- 
chase them in England. 

,Qiiestf(im* Did you consider such charges 
could be warrantee! from their quality ? 

An^t^BTi I consider the quality of the articles 
the same as are generally imported kito this set- 
tlement 

'Qt^^cm. Were the 'names of William John 
Richardson^ James W; Sowerby, GreoFge Nichol- 
son, Janlies Thick, Geoi^e Alex, or P. Johnson, 
in; the bills of lading of the property shipped 
in the Albion, of which you had in charge 
and sold ? 

. .Answer. The goods were shipped by Herman 
Hendricks, deliverable to the order of the Govern- 
ment of Poyais 6r their assigns, and invoiced on 
account;of William John Richardson^ Foyaisian 
charge-d'affaires. The witness here produced 
the bill of ladings as follows : — 
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** Endorsed on the said BiU of Lading^ 

GF ) IM tierces Beef. 

&H ) 80 barrels Pork. 

OP la 20. 20 firkins Batter. 
1 a 20« 20 pbns. Ram. 
21 a 40. 20 cases Sngar, A 
1 a 5. 5 bags Coff<^, T 

100 do. Bread. 
200 do. do. „ 
iOO casks Flour. 

" 41 a 53. 76 a 87. 26 casks Peas. 

64 a 73. 20 boxes Soap. 

1 a 20. 20 do. Candles. 
M. 1 do. Wax do. 

1 a 30. 30 casks Porter. 

1 a 54. 54 coils Cables and Ropes. 
90 a 94. 5 cases Maskets. 

124 a 128. 5 do. Pistols. 
88^89.181,1 4 j^ Swords. 

. 50 barrels Gunpowder. 

^V^^^' \ 6 cases Accoutrements. 
189. 19u. f 

155.159.183. 

IJ^\m"'-^2l «'»''' Sundries. 

125. 137. 
75. 95. 96. 
103 a 106. 
107 a 111. 

115. 184. a >22 cases ditto. 
186,187. 
191. 194. 
195. 

6 18-pottnd Guns complete (mounted). 

r24 worms, 
6 6-pottnd do. & new carriages Y sponges^ 
6 12 do. do. do. ^ and 

(^rammers. 
r dsbackles. 



8 Iro^CbainCables/withj 18 handbooks. 

3 pipes. 
3 stoppers. 



BoltSy&c. \ 3 pipes. 
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6. Anchors* ' 
900 Rottiid Shot fot csinnon. 

80 boadl«8 I««. 4 ao. Steel J iJe^JelS^^!'* 

212 ban of do. . 
114 a 128 10 belts Canvas, TWine, &c. 

7 Jackscrews, 3 large Blocks. 
1 bale of Hides, 10 Grindstones, 170 a l79. 
1 do. Match-R6pe, 16^ bundle Crowbars, 
169. 
180 Basket, containing 2 Itppe-Macbines. 

7 pigs of Lead y 1 sheet of ditto. 



The meeting \vas then adjourned until to-iior- 
row morning at twelve o'clock. 

' ' ' ■ ■ / 

Tuesday, June 14tk, 182d. 

Present : — His Majesty's Superintendent, A( AJ(4>B 
General Godd; George Gibson ^ and Wil- 
liam Hall» Esquires. 

The Meeting was resumed per adjoumttient. 

Marshal Bennett, Esq« called again by his 

Majesty's Superintendent. . 

Question. On reading over the evidence, I per- 
ceite yoiur answer to the iSrist question is iiot clear 
imd distinct, not but whfeit I am perfectly satisfied 
on tbe pointy but I wish every body else also to 
be so. I tterefore again repeat the question : 
Did you ever, as a magistrate, or merchant, ^eite 

T 
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and carry oflF any property from the Mosquito 
Shore belonging to any person mentioned in the 
memorial, or of the Poyaisian government ; un- 
derstanding, that this cannot apply to the. small 
quantity of provisions given you, for the support 
of the people from the said . Black River, Mos- 
quito Shore, when brought here by you in the 
Mexican. Eagle? 

Answer. I brought nothing from thence^ di- 
rectly or indirectly, more than the luggage be- 
Idnging to the individuals who were passengers: 
the provisions delivered to me by* the public 
storekeeper for the subsistence of the people 
I was going to carry to Belize ; and, in conse- 
quence of iuy long passage up to Black River, 
and' my detention there, the provisions for the 
vessel's crew were nearly exhausted. Mr. West- 
cott presented me with a barrel of flour, his own 
property, for the subsistence of my crew. 

Question. . You say also, you believe^ the sales 
of the property brought up by Lieutenant Gover- 
nor Hall, were effected by the committee in whose 
hands he. Lieutenant Governor Hall, had placed 
them. Do you not positively know that such 
sales were effected ? 

. An^joer. Certainly; they were sold, and all at 
public outcry, with the exp^ption of <such of the 
provisions which were distributed tojsoine, of i the 
unfortunate people onj their embarkation for 
England. 
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George Westby, Esq., the Keeper of the 
Records, again called. 

Questum hy hisMqjesty's Superintendent. Ideem 
it necessary to ask you another question, in con-' 
sequence of some references I have made in re- 
spect to information I have received. Describe 
to the Bench the circumstances attending the 
shearing to the affidavits of Mr. Peckin, Dv 
Smith, and others, last "year, on your arrival 'from 
the Mosquito Shore, and the causes that led to 
the 'same being made. 

Answer. After my arrival from the * Mosquito 
Shore, I waited on his Majesty's Superintendient, 
attid after sotne conversation on- the general state 
df these people, his Majesty's Superintendent re- 
marked, I have visited the hospitals and heard 
their complaints and distresses; I have also re- 
ceived a letter from Colonel Hector Hall, stating 
the dreadful situation in which he was placed 
with 'the people under his charge; and I have 
also considered the report of Mr. Bennett and 
yourself ;' yet, with all this^ and though satisfied 
on the point, but not having received any commu- 
nication from his Majesty's Ministers, I consider 
it necessary that I should be informed as much as 
possible of the extent of these people'^ distresses; 
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attd I caDDOt be better fiirnished with it than fh^in 

their own mouths. He then desired me to see a 

few of the most respectable persons among them; 

upon which I spoke to Mr. Westcott, Mr. Gou- 

ger, Mr. Peckin, Dr. Smith, Mr. Murray, and Mr. ' 

Black, and told tb^Eo^ that it wouM benecefiNQtry 

for them to make an affidavit of their situation, as 

al$o that of Colonel Hall and the others there^ 

and what occasioned it» as the lettet which lie 

(Colonel Hail) had written, he did not consider 

sufficiently strong to warrant him to take the 

^i^ded .steps which ougi»t immediately to be 

^tfk)|iled. I saw Messrs* Westcott, Googeif, and 

Feddn, Dr. Smith, Mr. Murray, and Mr. Black'; 

][,^Q0liii9«nicated to them what his Majesty's 

Stfip^rintehdent required; all but Mr. Westcott 

s^ld. immediately,, that they would be most hapi^y 

.ifi^ do it* He demurred. a Kttle, not apparently 

fr^;{^ wish to object to making the affidavit, but 

^Q a .d^icacy be felt from the situatioii which be 

'\\!fkd held. I told him that his Majesty's Superin-- 

tifndent was quite decided on the point, that he 

if^ottld send DO vessel down unless he had strong 

g^Cpuads to go upon, and that certunly, in my 

niind, the first consideration I should have, would 

be for relieving the unfortunate feUow-sufferers I 

bad left behind on the Mosquito Shore. Qn thia 

be iipqtiediately acceded^ and told me he would 

pr^par^ one. Soon after Mr. Gougw came to me, 
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a»d I Tttqpaeatod : to know tb€ form; of* an «ffiiartttj 
aii4 bow it should he m^de oat; I acqiutiiited 
hiai with theneoessary forma* and in aYeryahiMt 
time he brought me sixi which I presented la bis 
Majesty's Superintendent, who, when hfi Bdf^ 
them and read them, observed they were all the 
same, word« for word^ except Mr. Gougini^s « and 
Mr. Westcott'a, That that waa certainly^ ^ao 1 4be 
right way of proceeding; for, if the iacfe staled 
nmra truei why not make a general affidawit^ as if 
tibey : were separate ? And yet all ' Iftie ' saiae^ e^l 
^sposed peraons might say^ thtee menhavts beeti 
coi^stpltiog together, and yet, from' their ^Ada^tfis 
\ieiiag separate* would wish it to.aj^ear^tbst none 
spoke to the other. His Majesty's Sttperinlencl- 
eitt further observed, I want nothing donein: tfe 
dark, or any mystery about it, or what would net 
bear the strictest scrutiny. He then desired me 
to tell those gentlemen so, and that it was at tiieir 
option either to sign it or not I did so; and fdifr 
of them, viz. Mr. Peckin, Murray, Black, and 
Pr; Smith, ^ign^d one affidavit; Mr. Gouger and 
Mbr, Westcott, another ; some few circumstances 
heivg known to them more than the others/ they 
having arrived in the Honduraa packet, and Ibe 
others in the Kinnersley Castle. Mr. Gonger 
brought tne these two affidavits, which I imme- 
dtat£lly carried .to his Majesty's Snperintendeht 
They were indorsed by Lieutenant Brown^ Willis, 
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the secretary, and placed in bis Majesty's Super- 
intendent's office, where they properly belong, 
and copies were transmitted to his Grace the 
Duke of Manchester and his Majesty's Ministers^ 
as I have every reason to believe. I have been 
particular in stating these cir<[;umstances, as it has 
been declared, in a most false publication, that 
thev are untrue, and that the affidavits were de- 
posited in my office. 

In whatever way I might have had the honour 
of being employed in. the whole of these transac- 
tions by his Majesty's Superintendent, I feel 
proud of, and I consider that after the approba- 
tion; t>f my Sovereign, that the dispraise of such 
people who have so, basely calumniated this set- 
tlement is a panegyric, and their applause would 
he a disgrace. 



James Hyde, Esq. Public Treasurer of this 
Settlement, called and sworn. 

Question hy his Majesty^ s Superintendent. Can 
you produce any probable account of the public 
expense attending the relief of the sufferers from 
the Mosquito Shore? 

Answer i Yes. 

. The witness then handed into court the follow- 
ing statement : — 
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Account of advances made from the public 
treasury of Honduras,, agreeably to the orders of 
the magistrates, in aid of private subscriptions for 
the relief of the distressed people landed on the 
Mosquito Shore, from the Honduras packet and 
Kinnersley Castle, and conveyed to the settlement, 
as well as for those landed here from the brig 
Skene — viz. 
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1823. £ s. d. 

June 7. Paid to the committee* • 100 

July 11. Paid Thomas Pickstock, Esq. per order- 33 13 4 

14. Paid the committee 200 

28. Paid sundry shipmasters, for accommo- 

dating several of these poor people, 

passages to Britain ••••• 155 O 

Oct. 4. Paid the committee VJQ 

23. Paid Captain Wilson, passage money, as 

above • 50 

29. Paid Young and Wright, per order 92 1 8 

Paid to the committee 227 3 8 

Nov. 14. Paid. W. H. Coffin, per order 221 1 6 

Dec. 4. Paid Captain M' Arthur^ for passengers, 

as above 20 

8. Paid W. Jeckell, for flour 48 

1824. 

Feb. 5. Paid shipmasters, forpassengers, as above 50 

11. Pdid Marshal Bennett, Esq. per order • 41 7 6 

Paid Doctor Beck, per order 9 18 4 

Paid Doctor Young, per orders, 84/. 

and 21/. 15«. 105 15 

23. Paid Captain Fisher^ for passengers, 

as above • 25 

March 16. Paid Doctor Young, per order 150 

Paid James M'DonaJd, per order 6 

April 22. PaidMr.JohnCampbell, per order, 50/. 

and 51/. 13«. 4(/. • • 101 13 4 

25. Paid Mr. Westby, per order 39 1 8 

Paid passengers, per Ocean* • • ^ • 10 • 

Paid Rev. J. Armstrong, for burial fees* 51 

.: 26. Paid Marshal Bennett, Esq, per order* • 515 2 5 
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£ 9. d. 

June 7. Paid for passengers^ per Lady M'Wprth • . 20 

Paid John J. August, per order 10 O 

a. Paid Thos. Piekstock, Es^. per otder ^ Wl 5 4 

Orders trti the DutMNy <m ihis beeount unpaid': 

Favor, Marskal Behnett/Etfq. • 200 

Ditto 267 6 1 

J. Raballau, for cof- 

fins»&e.&c. •••••• 122 00 ' ' 

Elizabeth Tettell 12 

Wiitiam Walsh 89 10 2 

Marshal Bennett 276 8 4 

Ditto ••• 26 6 8 



994. 9 
£8790 4 

Honduras^ 9th June^ 1824. 

Jambs Hyde, Pf$bUc TrUamaner. 



^chisive of the above snnd of £3790 4Sf. there 
has been considerable extra. expenses incurred in 
the hospital department, and in the different public 
offices;, and many articles for the use and sop- 
port of the unfortunate Poyais settlers have been 
fncluded and passed in llbe different accounts for 
the miscellaneous expenses of the colony, so that 
the actual expense incurred by the public must be 
about £500 more than the sum above stated, i!Dak- 
ing in the whole the sum xiffour than^simd two hun- 
^ed oM ninety poundstJhurshilU9ig$^ exclusive of 
private contributions or donations of clothing, &c. 

Hvi>E. 
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Question. Is that account, to the best of jpur 
knowledge and belief, correct ? 
Answer. Yes. 

Robert John Edgar called and sworn. 
Question by his Majestt/'s Superintendent. Are 
you not an officer under the Poyaisian Govern- 
ment ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question, What is your rank, and who con- 
ferred it ? 

Answer. I am Captain in the 1st Regiment of 
Poyaisian Lancers, and Brevet Major ; it was con- 
ferred by General Sir Gregor M*Gregor. 

[No such regiment or any other was ever in 
existence.] 

Question. Are you in possession of any com- 
mission or authority for performing the duties of 
such station? 

Answer. I am. 

Question. Wiii you produce it? 

[The witnesshere produced a commission signed 
Gregor P. also by a person named San Lucas, 
tinder Secretary of State for the War and Marine 
department, and dated the fourth of June, 1823 ; 
appointing him a captain of a troop of Lancers, 
as follows :] 

GREGOR P. 

(Seal) 
Gregou, Primi^cf PayaiSy Cazique of the Foyer 
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Nation, Defender of tlie Rights of the Indian 
Tribes, Sgc. Sfc. 

To, our trasty and well-beloved Robert John 
Edgar, Esq., Greeting, 

We reposing especial trust and confidence in 
your loyalty, courage, and good conduct^ do, by 
these presents, constitute and appoint you to be 
captain of that troop, whereof Esq. 

was late captain, in our 1st regiment of Lancers, 
commanded by our trusty and well-beloved Major 
General £aron Bagano. 

You. are therefore to take the said troop into 
yo«r care, and charge, and duty, to exercise as 
well the officers as soldiers thereof in arms, and 
to use your best endeavours to keep them in good 
order and discipline, and we do hereby command 
.them to obey you as their captain; and yon are 
to observe and follow such orders and directions 
from time to time as you shall receive from us, 
your colonel, or any other your superior officer 
according to the rules and discipline of war, in 
pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in you. 

Given at London, the fourth day of June, 

1823, in the fourth year of our reign. 

By command of his Serene Highness, 

Greoor, Prince of Poyais. 

San Lucas, under Secretary of State 

for the War and Marine departments. 
[Entered with the Secretary at War] 

Robert John Edgar, Esq. 
Captain 1st Regiment of Lancers. 
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i^stion. A$ it appears by this. commission 
you are fully appointed to a troop in the Poyaisian 
Lancers, did you, on the oath you have now taken, 
enter into any obligation, or bind yourself, or take 
any oath of allegiance to Sir Gregor McGregor as 
the head of that government. 
; Amwer. At Oak Hall, Wansted, at the begin- 
uing of September last, as near as I can gueas, at 
a. dinner given by General McGregor to Admiral 
Wright, Mr. Stenhouse, Colonel Ross, and two or 
three other gentlemen, whose names I do not e^if* 
actly recollect, also myself and the late Major 
O'Carrol ; towards ten o'clock at ni^ht the sitiraii- 
gers not belonging to the service, retired. . Major 
Richardson produced General M'Gregpor^s Bible 
and a, paper with an oath written on it, whtoh 
he, General M^Gr^or, administered to Admiral 
Wright, Mr. Stenhouse, the late Major O'Carrol, 
and .myself : Colonel Ross, who was of the party 
having taken it before at Columbia. 

The two oaths as deposited in court by Colonel 
Hector Hall, the late Governor of Poyais, to be 
taken by persons coming to Poyais, was then 
read; when the witness declared, I believe the 
short oath was the one administered by General 
McGregor, but cannot exactly remember, from the 
particular circumstance of the wine having passed 
very freely round, and it being late: but General 
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M'Gre^or did certainly adttdAistet to me, as also 
the others an oath of atlegiance. 

Robert CHAkLES, King of the Mosquito Na- 
tion, at present in this settlement, eame before liie 
Bench, and stated that, under^andkig the import- 
since of the present question, he had, on lixdcing 
over his brother's (the late kitig's) papers, foand a 
letter that might throw sondie light on the sofajeot. 
He then handed into court the following letter, by 
which it appears that it came from a man named 
Windship, an American, who was residing at 
Black River, and had resided there prior 'to the 
settlers arHi^ing. This letter was dated Ae Sad 
April, 1823, and which was fottr days liefore the 
Mexican 'Eagle, with Messrs. Bennett anfd Westby 
arrived thfere^ and shewing the feeling aiid tem* 
per 'of the people; as aldo, that the pr'oclamatioos 
had been read, and the effect it h^d on tbem, 
prior to these gentlemen Arriving there« 

Black River, 22d April, 1823- 
Sire, 

I now write you something more par- 

ticular than before : the paper you gave to Colonel 

Hall, was read this morning at eight o'clock, and, 

J am sorry to say, the consequenceis, the greatest 

part of the people of any worth are going to leave 

the first opportunity; I conversed with almost all 
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of them yesterday^ and find tbom all pf the saxae 
mind, that is to say, they find they have been de- 
ceiired, that they would sooner suffer any thing 
but deathy rather than shoulder a musquet for 
M'Gregot: on the contrary, they would lose 
thdr lives in defence of yourself and the country; 
there is not one soldier among thecn, and there is 
not more than thirty or forty muskets altogetjier 
in the place, and very little ammii^nition ; aad if 
they coutd only see you, they woijld know .what 
to do: now could you come, here, it would, I 
believe, prevent a great many good and useful 
people from leaving the country; sucb as car- 
penters, blacksmiths, joiner)?, boat-builders, ma- 
sons, tin<»smitbs, tailors, &c« 

Colond Hall sets out for the Cape to-morrow, 
I shall pilot him as far as Plantation River, 
through the Iiagoon, wish him success, and re- 
tttvu home. \Nothing more of consequence at 
present, but that I remain, 

Sire, yours, 

Joseph J. Windship. 

His Majesty^ George Frederick Augustus, 
King of the Mosquito Nation^ Cape Crracias a 
IHo's. 

|ixc{iARi> Hahrispn called and sworn. 
Q^itim hyi Ms, Mcijesty's /Superintendent. Aj^ 
the.qame of Mr. Wright, one of the magistrates of 
this settlement, is included in the affidavit of pro- 
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test of George Augustine Low» and \yho f^ppKed 
to note the. same, against Mr. Westby, and him 
Mr. Wright, some days after his first application 
in protesting against Mr. Bennett, Mr. Pickstock^ 
and others, as being concerned in ijiterfering mth 
the removal of the stores and settlers in April and 
May last year, does it come within your know- 
ledge where Mr. Wright was at that period, say 
April and May, last year ? 

Answer. Up the River Belize from Marcb 
until the early part of June- 

Question by his Majesty's Superintendent to the 
Magistrates for the last year. As I have under- 
stood that Mr. Campbell, who came out in the 
brig Skejne in charge of a great number of per- 
sons for Poyais, and was afterwards settled at 
Stann Creek, and who, on reading a pamphlet 
said to be written by George Augustine Low, 
styled " The Belize Merchants Unmasked," felt 
so indignant at what was related regarding the 
Stann Creek establishment, that he wrote a short 
narrative of this transaction: if such is in the 
possession of any of the magistrates, I should 
wish it produced ; not that I intend entering into 
^o disgraceful a publication as Low's pamphlet 
appears; but if it throws any light on the disposal 
of the few packages that came out in the brig 
Skene, the property of the Poyaisian govern- 
ment, or any thing regarding the treatment of 
the people, I wish it inserted here. 
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Marshal Bennett, Esq. then stated, that un- 
derstanding from Mr. Campbell that he had done 
ISO, I requested of him a copy, and which I now 
produce; he took one copy with him to England, 
where, he declared, he would swear to it before 
the Lord Mayor ; he then signed the copy I now 
produce to the Bench. 

The copy was then read, as follows : 

POYAIS. 

A pamphlet, entitled " The Merchants of Hon- 
duras Unmasked," having lately made its appear- 
ance, written by a person who styles himself 
G. A. Low, late Colonel in the Columbian ser- 
vice (but probably better known as the worthy 
coadjutor of Gregor McGregor, in his Poyaisian 
contributions on the public), I deem it a debt of 
gratitude which I owe to the settlement of Hon- 
duras, from the kindness, benevolence, and atten- 
tion which has been extended by its inhabitants 
towards me as one of the unfortunate sufferers by 
Sir Gregor's delusions, to expose the slanderous 
assertions contained in that part of the pamphlet 
in which he speaks of the Poyaisian establish- 
ment on the Mosquito Shore, or rather of the 
removal of the people under my immediate charge 
from thence to Belize, and their subsequent set- 
tlement at Stann Creek ; and in which he has en- 
deavoured to slander the character of the autho- 



fitieB of a. plauoe which i»d eneiigelicidly ex^tted its 
kamakity towards: tbe^ Mttersible auffsf eis» 

Although bout little aaibitiaus to app«a|r i^ 
fnnU w enter into coiiteo?er^y on so despicable 
a subject^ yet as CoJooel Ii4>w» to raeatioDiog the 
qtrmal of the brig Skene off Black Rivet early ia 
August last, with one hundred and five emigirautfii) 
introduces my uanie, wA states tbeoi to b^ve 
beeu. under my immediate charge; and as the 
l^iuqipal part of the circumstances which he has 
^ . wiUiiUy fal»fied and misHSitatod fi^ll under ^iqy. 
immediate cognizance, I ^all endeavoar» by 9 
plfiiu unvarnished statemeat of fafcts, to ;pj[ac^4he 
flatter in its tme light, m order that I might not 
stand identified with switch gross misrepreseptar 
4ioBH« The authenticity of the Ifollowiug detMl% 
which priucipally embraces that part of GoIqq^ 
Low a pamphlet relative to the Staun Cref^ set- 
tlement^ I shall be most ready tq attest^ wibcuever 
I may be called on to do so. 

In the early pwt of August of the last yeadTi the 
bvig Stkene, of Leith, commanded^by J<^n Will- 
son, arrived off Black River, with one hundred 
and five Brttlars for Poyais^ who were, as Colonel 
Low has said, under my immediate cbai'ge. 
Finding on our arrival that no settlement had 
been formed, nor angr veatige remaining of those 
who had preceded ua in tbetr emigration, i ikter- 
mined^ as the whole of the :passe»gers resolutely 
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refticred to land on the wild and defs<ri«le tSfioi io 
which McGregor had consigned tm^ to pro^Md to 
diie MttleineDt of Belize^ where, when cmr odlbr- 
tooate case became known to the a«lhdrities^» thci 
deepest commisei^tion wqa exptesmd (at otsr %n^ 
happy sitismition ; bat, in consequeiice olT the great 
scareky of pi^ovinibns in the Settlement, prodaded 
in aigreat w»asvt*e by' the rndden; mfktx df the 
eniigrants who had pr^eeded m to the M^«iM^ 
Shopd, and who ha^d been like otntnelVfk ^^m 
by the desperation el l^eir civcnmstances^ to #M^k 
an asylum in Belize, it was deemed expedientvdd 
I i^ni^ards understMd^lhsrt a conncil shoti)^ bet 
held at the governiBent lionsev for the pm*poae^f 
d^ising some means fbr cf&r relief, wilh^ btyr^^ 
dbfiri^ the settlement with an e^epens^ ^fai^h it 
was incapable to bear# This coavicfl, aftet ihi^ 
most mature' and hutnaine €on6Mera>tiion, eame td 
the resolution, Hiat it would bemotet adffani[!ageoM 
that some healthy and desirafbi^ i^otshontd b^ 
seleotid, on which such emigrants a^ we«e mca^ 
ptfble of obtaining omploynient k^ Belize shduld 
be Ismded and subsisted until such time as the 
land was cteared, and the people enabted ^ sfi[H 
port themselves on' &eir plantation9 ; i^e ground 
Aorwhic^'Was to be marked out s^d apyior^iie^ 
•o eatf h indiiridiiat. 

Those' persons^ how^ever; vi^Ro were mecfaantes; 
and isbose^to remain inBelfze, were alFo we<f to d^ 
90^; as from (he exceltence of wages for tfaiscftiss 
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#£ bibontefiit^ ttu^ insert, not' likeljt ^ td beemie) ii 
bftf(^€»ttQithe seitfaMfeaft; :v : / : ;; 

*\i^mn:Greeki^Q, place abojaf forty^mil^rto tb^ 
9#lt^)Mrard :ol Belize, from its bealtby anddr^ 
sitw^lioD^r ivrii» fixed upen ai^ tbe moi^^^igilile 
spoi on wbicfa. to plaee tbe estoblisbnieiit; audi ^ 
It was the wiab of the aiithoriti49 tbat I $if«mhi 
stHl bfii/^erebiir^of the emigrants^ I was ap|Kn»t6l4 
tbSi iaaiU|ger» witb the approbation of QeieiWif 
.^«I4» the: Goyernor^ ta whpaM I 'wab erdemff,! 
fi^^ itiime to tim% toif^po^rt tbe stat«>of! tbd 
settlers* . f i!«' 

./^K«Kt,^.^6fied witb hafiog: tki» far inlereiied 
^Qinselves on our bebaif, the a^ntborilieg, s^a^iiUil 
Auk WH^er the h^^t ^€tf ) a; trojpkal &un> tb.e fiitM^ 
peafi^Gopis^utioQ of: tb^se upforttmate^migrkifti^ 
.isrfti]id;mQflt probably sin |i enervated^ get]6ii)'ttsb^ 
lij^l^ioed lliAt a nqnab^r of stouik and abJetiek^ 
gpro^ sbpDld be bii!ed» for the pttrpase:<rf<mttiii|^ 
9#a9;itb0 baQh^ cteariog th^rgronndy buildiiig^itei 
hs^m^y and: enolpskig. the! p]ant|5il^<ms<;. vand tbuav 
i^i^, t)ier«^ttteics b^c^ame imu^d to file dAinfH^ 
tjp( tentbrelyi raoiQireffriom; them tbosq? more' laiidnii* 
Qmi w^pkxft^entSf whiob^ W6i^/ likely to afib^^ 
tlifw Jbea)<|i ;>fr|(Mii ^posttfe 1y>, the b^at: ori daftifviK 
T.n^etii^rfi^e t)egroe$ were ai^cordrnglj^Mied^^fl' 
great expense, by the paUic, ^d pll^ced: anditf 
tboc4ir^o9, Qf Ji^^ Coffin^, an i^bie> Sur^ii^Or; 
^fH^^ iim^ wd ta2eat9» ibr tbe-putpoie^ of; aH#tf 
^W&APd J?a^Q&out the pla»ia|ioiis^wereJib|tHiM 
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teraiiaecl'for-tli&^beH&fit' of the cnfllers/iit ii^i 
liberal salaryv whidi ^vras delrayed^fr6iiitfafe^^irl4 
Utf*cfaest. In short, on viewing the libeiiilitjr With 
yhich the whole of the arfaogefment's^fdr tire^i^i^td^ 
bUshtnent were condtictied^ and -the miDUtfe'^tteii^ 
tjon which was paid to provide agaitrntalieoo^ 
iHbgeiieies^ I must confess that Ifislt iiideisicrilJ>^ 
llble satisfoctioo, and looked' for wattliwitfa>pitflMi 
ittg «^]pation, that tbo^ dreams Mrith .whieb 
fi^ifegor had attempted to delude us^ "ni^miw^ 
lair ti^ioE to he> realized by our settleitiait i6nrlb^ 
newspot« f>!t<i?^ 

f Ib ciOQsequ^nce, however, as I Bavealire^ldy 
sla&dvof thes€a[rcity df provisions in Beifaski^ttm^ 
difficikUy was at first escpierienced iuiftiB f>urcH»iy 
0f the «uppHes, which were jlidged necesbary Id 
M^ sent for the support of the settlersi. A tjotf^ 
siderable quantity of bread was borrowed 'fronh' 
the master of the Skene (td whiefa Goldn^ LoW' 
ptobably :^hides, when he" se^ys, ^^ that €aptsitf 
Wilson was obliged to find the people in pro^«^ 
mm^ t hut which turned out so miiierably' bad, 
thaA it was obliged to be abandoned, «ind 'floulr^ 
apd^ bread, of the very best quality, was at lengftb; 
wi^fa gre&t diflkulty, and at a great priee^ pro^ 
qun»d to replace it* I cannot help hem T$tiha/k^ 
ing*; that eiHier Colonel Lowe must be gtdiftf 3^ 
deceived with respect to the quantity at provi^ 
sinus o& hoard the fi^ene, or he must liavo ^it^^ 
fully misrepresei^ed facts> when he says^ ^^ thslt^^' 



164 

jMrffibrthe proviiioM darned ^finrPpysas, were 

tikm 40WD to f wiiiftb Stsw Creek ." Tbe truth 

of; tlia umttor i$, that tbe whole of tbe pi» 

TinioQi^oii board the Skene/ widi tbe <excepticm 

of tbe breadf vnart expended on our- arrival i^ 

Black 'River; aoditwas tbia, combwed wi&the 

desolajte appearaqce of tbe place, which induoed 

the paiMDgers to leaw tdie i|hore, wildbiput an 

'atteiBptto'laad. Probablyj however/ he might 

albide to (be provisioDa which bad been :pift- 

viou9}y broagfat from Bladk Biver; if ao«henM99t 

hare been folly aware that they were daly p^ 

fiMr.^ l%e wbole of the arrangements having been 

Ht^lengtii compl^ied^ with a liberality on the pact* 

'|tf4he autfaoritieai which I had no reason to est- 

pfCPl. I kit Beliae for Stann Greek well satiafied 

.ttiai every exertion which circumstances woold 

-admity^ and every care which humamty could 

angg^sti had been used to Ugbteaf the deplorable 

i|itu§tioa to which the folly and duptiei^ of 

M'Giegor had redaeed us. 

^ ^' Before I proceed fortber, il migbt ni>t be avprn 

'to say a few words respecting the atoresy wbpch 

^OoAonel Lo we^ wi^ his •usual adherence to truth, 

atates to havte been carried out in-tbebng Skene, 

aqd on her arrivak at Belize, to have; been* sougiy 

lodged in^ Mr^ Bttinetl's warehouses) from whence 

they were removed after his arrival^ at fieliasei m 

censequeuoe of measures which he took withihat 



itt tbe Skene, /or tbe «ff«^£Ui« P9]f»i(iA«g9intrfl^ 
anpt» were: foot bogshead* of mdfllqrjrt. oikCt bi»fc 
of «eh«ol bookt» aad one box of .Pogriii«.-.bf^ 
iiotea< Aft«r the arrangeoiettt £ftr tbe «4taUi<^^ 
meBt;at Staii» Creek bgd boeti oomi^Mi ^Ail 
m»^<m ihf era of clep^rture^ not Imo^m^ fKbfl^ 
to depcNiit tbase goods^ until I ca«ld -nei^^ye Hh 
i^ii€tiM8 fQ what mAmer I was to dis^otftiHf 
dmn^ I tequested Mr- Beooett to alle^: MditD 
atone tb«D(i in kiis vftrehoUs^i U^ : /vifbiQli^^-ib^ 
'ganftleiEiftn tory politely acceded • Th<^t%^^ji^ 
«iBa|wd «Btil the arri?al . of Colpiiel how^ ^bftki 
w ac^aidaQence with hta wishes^ I reeeirad^hMfci. 
from Mr» Bennett, ID thesam^wdwiawhi^tbii^ 
wetia lodged » and delirered them to bimi Sfwh 
waa the^ whole of the etwea fram thft $kaife/ 
which the prolific brain of the Columbiati Cdlftbfel 
Jbaa stated to hate beea 00 anagly lodged ib-Mf* 
Bennett'i warebons^a. ^ ,!i : 

But to return to the settlera at StanoCre^.^ ^ 
la^arrsiral^ after I bad viewed thetpDlwhif^bliad 
l»een a^aeted for thestio of tbe eetabUehii^fQti^ I 
waa still further eoavinced that what 1 had hCAlild. 
in BdijUr of itt digibiliiy waa peifeetly.ceirafil^ 
Thfi gmoand was -firm and dry« it was Wdlaflw 
to^tbe tea^ it ot^oyad ;deli^tfial eastern l^vactoa^,! 
whidi are those siost prevsdeDt thi!oiighi(Hit itN 
yaar» and iai tbe immediate Vicinity, there tfM » 
fine and pliasitiful supply of fresh water. ;\TMe 
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fj^liMi^ a#^Mt a^Uttle ttottfalewme, b^tt^lt 
^d£49trt; tiiat^ a&^wecleated diway,4;bey' would aU 
most ^ntitely disappear, ia- wbicb I found after^ 
war4ft4iiai'I was BOt^deeeiTed. Mr. Coffiu^tbe'sur^ 
wjror, iomiedlaiely commenced- his operations^ 
i|i(kb «U€h [spirit Wkd activity: tbe^ land was 
Y^pidly/ cleared, good^ conveoient ' huts- were 
f I^Ctedy- ^nd^ ee veral lots of ground, not only 
<;|^^i^ but planted^ aud iu a tbrividg way Itoai 
t|i€h}|tKUriance of tbe soii*. The prpvisibus^aud 
jifljd^^ wbkb I had broughtr with me, <m^peuiiigj 
yf^0^f^d iobe excellent^ and I b^ti^y4fitHbi}^ 
10^ t^r each individual in the following quaiif^lies^t 
^ 4}i}arts of flour, and five pouads^of saltednent 
p^ weeky one pound sugar per week, audsoa^m 
Nfcfa^ quantities as they might need it, together 
Wllb tobacco « to those persons iiv4io made "use 
qf that plant. 

* Indeed, evf^ry thing appeared m so excellent 
a .train, that^I now looked forward for com*- 
pl^ success with certainty and confidence. 
i It was my .fate, however, to he agaiu diisap-* 
I^CHuted: whatever might be the* luxurmncy-ol 
^i^, il^e salubrity of climate, or the efficient meant 
t^t lEidy.be supplied; if the hand of energy and! 
ind^listry be wanting, the best matured plans, and 
t)ie best executed schemes must fall to the ground* 
The national character of the Scot has beeu 
i|^ally proverbial for itsendurance of hardships,, 
fof,!^ pa^nce^ ^and industry wi^ which it pm- 
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it 

for %he energy with which it pUste^itt fe»ltfBtt«iflf 
ifstmt and foreigu clioies. Wb^lier th^^li^ pebfite 
had been unfortunately selected from the worsUf 
^nd the idlest of their country^, or whether <doibe 
QtiaccbuBlUtble fataKty paralysed their limhs &nd 
eapacitiei^ I'know not; but it ifras impos^U^;!^ 
vith fewv eKoeptions, to make than so ^fbr'ejite^ 
fiiemeel v«8 as to perforoi even the trifliftg iSbicKlH 
they had to do, since the hired negroes, ak I^fiaV^ 
tiefcHre i mentioned,' reKeved them of th^ isef^r^i^t 
part. , i Bewrtion now hecabie so frei^entaMoii^ 
t]M»ft, ihat 19^ establishment ' became ^ticlr^ t^ 
Siafsedz sftme made their way to Beli!E€f, sdtiife ^^ 
Oiiioa and Truxillo, and other parts of the trbasl^i 
and L was eventually left with only six settlferfei*^^ 
Here then I am again led to comment dnth<^ 
pamphlet of Colonel Lowe, and feel son«y*thait ¥^ 
ani agaiii called upon, from my regard to truth, to 
point ontanother mis-statement of that gentlemKn,^ 
which faef must have known at the time he vir^^ 
making* it to have been wrong. He says, ^^ tKat 
dnring^the short period of a few days, numbery'tffl 
them had died; and that at the period df 4/1^ 
leaving Belize, out of one hundred and fiVe'w 
number, who had been landed from the Skfei^'^j- 
<Mily six persons were alive/^ So far was this fi'oitf 
being^ the caae,^^ that whilst the establishnt^ht rb- 
mained at Stann Greek, four only died,' otafe fli'6lii' 
arenereal diseiase; and the other thrtie ^mlfetel*^^ 
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2bfkd 90 1^ vif9$ tlM spot which bad been selected 
fix)si heio^ the p^UlenlyA 9wamp, filled with flies 
aiid T^rmiD, ^bibh he h$u» deaeribed^ that ooee of 
the people, except those Thave mentioned, were 
suffbriQg from tbe iisual diseases of the cojintry ; 
and I ibyslelf eigoiyed moat excelled t health durtngf 
mys^tay* Howe^er^ as the estahlifahmeiit was 
thof reduced in its nmnber, it lyaa eveniually 
detefmiBied to give it iip^ and in coaseqomice i 
retAfiied tp Beli9». 
. In %k^ iMegoiiig narratiiei I biave endeayowed^ 

9% om^mly M possible^ without ornaaMnt, . aad 
with(E(q( «8tmtatian» to. ^v^ a deteil of fects as 
^9.fmif^t^^ ii^elcQiiidiQed^ thatifmyread* 
^itft9 tA'km: the tvoabid to: compare it with that 
pub^islwd by Cttlon^ Lowe^, he wdU scarcdy be 
iMNVigbt to bsliew that they are narrati(?es of the 

8|5iift0 o»Qcnmi«i«ince6. 

, :^h^nQe th^ ^^ thm diSSffteme arise^ To 

fi(im¥il l«Q^^: I. can ibew no bMtitityv ar if I di4 

^(^.)^e i|a9 spoltj^ w^l o£ m^ in his pubUoatioh, I 
qhfliildpiwt.wisb to>^bewit; but. I feartb^ this 
<^yi%rQnfi« ariMafi^m bla views of ambiitioM and 
CMleypri;^; haviDg bf^aidteaiqioi^ted.friMnia con^ 
{^iirii^QCQ , ftf .civcma$tanc^a w/faicb baxe entirely 
en)99%tQ$] from tite: principles oft the Poyaiaiaii 
^iWSi'Ali^^ii. k/BLyi^s bcjiK^ badly coMtitoted j^^oat 
tij^ COffiMMittf emenii. iHading- hin^elf like Qthiers 
^§ive4 b^y (^c^oa M'Crregor, he has assumed, a 
tp^eof deapwartioQ, and with a total disregard of 
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trj9tb andrhoiDOur^ he now. attempts to saddle hi^ 
losses and disappointments : on those indiT^duals, 
wiio. Bobly and generously stepped forward \n the 
moment of distress to rescue the unfortunate suf*- 
ferer$. 

In conclusion^ I can only express my sorrow^ 
that talents such as his should have been so mis- 
applied, or that he should have lent his name to so 
ipfan[ious and bad a cause. 

John CAjkiPBELL. 
i Belize^ Honduras f April 20^ IQiti* 

POSTCRIPT. ,: 

Since closing the above narrative^ I would wish' 
to add an observation which escaped me respect- 
ing a letter in Colonel Lowe's pamphlet, from one 
Mr. Duguidy who came with me in the Skene as' 
a fellow-passenger. 

Colonel Lowe speaks of him as a young man 

< 

highly connected, and a friend of hi^. I have only 
to remark, that during my residence in Belize I 
knew him to be most unprincipled and dishonour- 
able in his conduct, and altogether a person with 
whom I should have been ashamed to associate^ 
With respect to what he asserts iu his letter re- 
specting Mr. Picken, I have Mr. Picken's own 
assertion that it was entirely false; and he totally 
denied in my presence, and in the presence of 
other persons of respectability, his ever having 



fleed the eKpreidboB wUiih (V^^^ i>tigiild ha^^t- 
inhv^d to Mm te fafs iettei* to <2cS«»el Ltf We. 

Mt. D^oid aba^ on hang ta^xed try 'Mr. 9i6km 
IB i&y prdseneeinHNIh fhefket, deetared ftetlie ba8 
never written Colonel Lowe on the subject. Wfisrt 
arcf we io lliicrk t)f sueh condttd; ? 

John CA%iM«fiiL: • 

• • • • 

Andrew Baynton, Esq., Asirtstant XSei^k of ' 

tbe Court, called and sworn. 
; iQsimti^u hg kU Marty's 'Superinttfnfikfiit.-^lB 
the jbame, John Campbell, signed in two different 
plaibt&s in this narrative, iiis^ Mr. Campbell's, hand- 
Wl^Qjgpand Qtgnatore? 

, Ji$$mer. Tes: I was personaHy present, and 
faw him sign it. 



lis Majesty^s Superintendent then addressed 
the magistrates as fojlpws : 

Gentlemen, 

This investigation, or, more properly, 
iilquiry, being now closed, I have only to remark, 
as I instituted it upon the firm persuasion that the 
cliargiss were without foundation, so am I happy 
to declare the result affords me the greatest satis- 
faction. 

Every impartial mind must now distinctly per- 
ceive, from the pointed questions which I have 
put» that had there been a shade upon your con- 
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duct, it must have been exhibited to the cdmriiu'- 
nity; and your traducers cannot now say that 
they henceforth act in ignorance, as every advan- 
tage has been afforded them by hearing the various 
statements on oath. 

I shall transmit the whole to his Majesty's Mi- 
nisterSy which must fully convince them that the 
charges contained in the memorial are most un- 
just, ungrounded, and undeserved. 

To ALL to whom these presents shall cova^, I, 
George Westby, keeper of the records ct th^ 
British settlement at Belize, in the bay of Hotil- 
duras, do certify, that the foregoing is truly 
copied from the records of the said settlement, 
and kept by me ; In Testimony of which I hav^ 
hereunto set my hand, and also affixed the seal 
of the^said settlement, this, the. seventeenth day of 
July> annoque Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-four, at Belize, in Honduras aforesaid. 

George Westby, 

(Seal.) Keeper of the Records of his 

Majesty* s Settlement^ 
Belize^ Honduras. 
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